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A double hoax? 
The "Daily Express" states that a profes­
sional photographer (name not published) 
walked into the office last Friday with th.-: 
claim that he was the author of one of ti·:e 
f:T�atest hoaxes ever perpetrated on scien­
tists and astronomers in this country. Fe 
ciaimed that he alone was responsible fcJ: 
the "meteoric" displays confider;t!y 
thought to have been seen alJ over EngJar;d 
on September 6, displays that resulted in 
highly te�hnical wrangles between famous 
scientists . 

.. The lights which were seen flashing 
across the sky that night and were thought 
to be meteors,·· he said, "were caused by 
the ignition of bags of ordinary photo­
graphic flashlight powder which I sent into 
the air attached to gas-filled balloons. 

"The balloons th3t I sent up, six tied 
together, had reached a height of some five 
thousand feet when the powder burst ir1to 
flame. There was a deafening explosion c.s 
the balloons burst and flames shot from thr.: 
powder, and then the damp' ball shot 
through the air with a sizzling sound before 
it burned out." 

Further press reports mention that the 
photographer made the experiment for 
amusement, and also with the object of 
finding whether any advertising "stunt" 
could be incorporated with it. Astronomers 
declared that the phenomena observed 
could not have been caused in this way. 
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MAJOR BALL LI <H'l!liN 0 CASE 

JR bad an article published in the AIR UK inflight magasine.One important case 
it generated vas from &vid B,now aged 55 and an airline operative with Air UK. 
He served in the RAP from 1947 to 1974 and a detailed account of his UAP advent 
-urea was secured:-

In 1953/54 he was based vi th his wit� at RAP Changi, Singapore. They had a fJ!Iall 
bungalow in JCatong.One Saturday or Sunday afternoon there was a violent trop­
ical storm (the flood aftermath of which is shown in a picture of the house ta­
ken immediately after the sighting){on file) .In the house were also another 
service couple with whom they shared.After thunder,lightning and torrential 
rain there was a sudden oalm.On telephone/eleotrivity w�res at the rear of the 
house a cricket ball sized objeot appeared.It was ooloured orange and made a 
loud hissing.Tbe fozzy object then rolled along the wires and curved away from 
them towards the house - passing through the open louvred shutter windows.Now 
a blue/white and yellowy ball it travelled about four feet off the ground and 
moved the length of the kitchen in front of them,all at a slow walking pace. 
The house lights were switched off,but glowed a dull orange whilst the object 
was inside the building and then went out again when it lert.Even the flourescent 
tube light in the kitchen behaved this way. The fridge made shuddering sounds 
and its motor accelerated� decelerated as the ball went straight past.After 
a bout 20 seconds the ball arced back out ot the kitchen through the same window 
and disappeared over the power lines. 

After recovering from the shock they inspected the house.No electrical equipment 
was damaged,the lights and fridge worked perfectly a nd the metal bars around 
the windmw through which the ball entered a nd erl ted were not marked. There was 
no smell at all during the objects • inspection' of the house. 

This· is a major first hand observation of ball lightning and the fact that it 
was seen to form,plus its strange effects bf inducing a magnetic field into 
electrical equipment,could have significant ramifications tor UFO (or UAP) study. 

Between 1965 and 1974 be was stat�oned at RAP Coltishall in Norfolk.During that 
time he observed one ot the 'green fireballs' which plague1the area ( see� 
CRASH ) He says that many similar repo!!ts were collated over a long period and all 
remained classified. The "general track • • •  was from the east heading in the 
direction of sutton Coldf"ield". It 70U kn•w anybo� who live .. tbere,perbaps you 
had best warn tbem.David B says this 'green fireball' matter is covered by the 
Official Secrets Act! (6rUI\ford···· fco't ...... ....,, 1'\&.� /flort \ok& "·h c} �., ... SUI\ re.p�tt..l� ,,.. ·�,too..] 

CJfo M8Jv J fJrr !1ft7 
[J.�ole�J 
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H.o.rror ·for ·r.etire.d. co.u-ple. 1f�#.-
as. thuilderbolt·t,-lasts•··roo·r 
b G Id w·Ili'ams . . · .: .. 'Villagers ·described seeing-'.' .·scared. . . . men said. we were v_ery lucky . . r . . era · . 1 :· . . . : . . a . vivid:·. red ·.ball·· flashing: ·, . ·So.�� ·.of the. ·brtd<s. from · .. to.· be ahve.· We did· feel'.' a 
A RETIRED couple. narrowly · .. through : thEf. sky just before.. .. the chim�ey� �rashed through : �re�endous s�ge of electric-. 
escaped··· .. death· .yesterday ·-�he cottage, was st�ck.. , · :.the roof In�o t.he loft, �nd .a;· I�Y- .. w� fe�� It and the dogs 

. when. il thunderbolt struck �r . and �rs .. ·McLel_lan. ._�loud of du�t. and debrts fe.ll .. b�r��d .. We ·wen� �ather �ha-:-. 
"th·e-·· roof" of . their"' "North--:-'··spoke•of hearmg-'�an ·almtgh-· -·Into .. the ... bvmg_ r.oom __ _fire-.; _ken,_ ----.· ·,-· . . -· · -· ;· . . :. .. .. --
.Wales cottage demolishing ·a ty bang" at about 1.15 pm as· ·place.. . · 

. 

. 

·. 

" 

Surprastngly, sal(t li�r bus-
chimney stack. · · they .were sitting down after Mrs McLellan sa1d: . I baD:4, none of. the wtndows, 

· .. . . . lunch at their home-with-a-. rushed th�ou�h to the ktt- which are double-glazed, �h� garden o� tJ:tetr .neat, . view at Bryn Awelon, 'Rallt chen extenston and saw were broken. 
whtte-washed htllstde- home Goch . . · . . _ . .  · rubble coming down from B t h' t Id M ��o�:iea�?th �:tiw:�d, was

. . "I . . thoug.ht ·an aer�plane
·
· o

th
u

e
ts

r
i
.od

o
e
�·, My husbari<:J. rushed da �ar ��s d���:drb� falli�� 

. . . had· had hit the top of the · · · rubble, and a plum tree "also 
And it caused a power roof," said Mr McLellan. . R bbl ·. ruined for this_year." · · 

. blackout as a massive surge · "There · was · a colossal · U 
· 

e · · · Said Mr McLellan: "I was 
of electricity .blew. a kitchen . noise inside .the house as if a Mrs McLellan · said ·there -brought up· in Glasgow dur-fusebox from the wall. ·bomb had fallen, but it was was smoke coming from the ing the wartime blitz, . but 

Shaken by the incident, all over in seconds." electricity boxes,. one of I've never experienced ·a 
former Glasgow traffic Their tortoise-shell cat, which· had been blown off thunderbolt-before. ·police sergeant Alec McLel- Kitty Puss, ran out in fright,- the wall· as had their wall . "In the four years we've 
lan (57), and his 56-year-old a n d  h e r  yo u n g  k i t t e n  telephone. lived here we've experienced 
Sco't tish wife,  Audrey ,  escaped under a pile of Firemen cleared the loose an earthquake in 1984, and l counted themselves lucky to clothes, while. their two Ger- rubble off the roof and Mrs now this . That cannot have_ 
be alive. · man Shepherd dogs looked McLellan added:· "The fire- · . happened to many people." 

[:J. f?o!<.D J 
---

' 
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Uans le paTs dr Ca11Ps, les �ignes (le n1orl prennrnt une Lcs lmuic-• 
, · res claus le 

autre fonnr. Ce sont urs lntnjer<'�, appeh;es dans la langue pay:' rlc 
d 1 "7/ 1 ' t , 1. d t't Gallr�. u pays fnn tlf'l an cyrtt, <� cs -a-c tl'e es pe 1 s corps, 

. (lUC I' on ohser,·c surtont dc'tns les <·on1tcs de Car<ligatt, de 
Carn1artlwn <'t de Pr1nhrock. Ces ltunit.Tes rc�setnhll'nl c't 
cellr d'nJH� Jan1pc, aYe(: eette diff(�rencc qu't.�IIcs hrillrnl 

rt s·t�lrignrnl. altcrna1h·rnH'nt, �urtout lor sque quclqu'un 
Yicnt ,-crs cllcs; apres quo\, riles se reJncllent it hrilkr 
de Hon \Tau derriere lni. [lies soHt si frefl urnt.cs ()n crs 
fontrcrs qu'_il existc a princ un hotnJne <igc qui ne lrs 
ait lues au 1noins une fois ])CtHlant sa ''ie. ])c tout cela 

on peut conclure que cc sont des feux fo11cts qui forn1ent la 
base de r.rtte sorte de ,·ision. �lais il parait que Ja cletit'­
loyauce des lmbitants du paJs s'est e1nparcc de ee pltt;Ho­
nlenc nature], l'a transl>orle }10tn· aiusi dire du do1naiue 

phJsique dans Je dotna inc psychiq uc , et s ·en est fait une 
�orte de St�nH�iotique donnant. des }'(�Sultats assez sur�. Car 
il ne s' ngi t. pas sculcn1cu L, . couunc on Jl�ut le conclure du 
grand non1hrc de lu1nicrrs ,·isihlcs dans c.es contrees, il ne 
�·ngit pas sculen1ent ici de ':isions grossicres, accessibles 

aux �ens dans J'ctnt ordiuaire; 1nais il s'agit encore d'np­
paritions suhtilcs et delieatcs qui ne sont ''isibles que pour 
clrs JeUX tres-dCYC}oppes. 

Ces h nnicrcs ne Y oltigcnt pas scnlen1ent antou1· <lrs 
t·hanl})S et des prairies, 1nais <·lies penctrent encore da11s 
l'inl(:rieur drs nwisons. Ain:-;i l' on raconte q u·i, Cardigan 
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un des habitants du lieu, s'etant n1is au lit avec tonte sa 

famille, se rcvcilla a·pres minuit, et ''it entrer dans sa 
chambre une de ecs lutnicres, puis unc seconde , puis unc 
troisien1c, jusqu'an notn1n·e de douze, a\·cc la forn1e 
d'hOlllffiCS, CXCCplc dcnx OU trois qui l'CSSCJHlllaicnt a des 
fenuncs 11ortant de petits enfants daus leurs hras. Uicntot 
npres il lui sc1uhla (jlle ]a eha1nhre dcvenail 1)lus c]aire et 
plus gran de' et q ne les I utniercs se Inettaicnt a danser. 
Puis ellcs s'assirt·nt autou1· d'u•� tapb, t·otnnw pour Inan­
ner et le rccrardaut en souri'itnt J'invitcrcnt a Jnanger b , , c ' 
aYec clles, quoi<ptc t·epcndant il u·entendit aucuuc \'Oix. 
ll inY<H}Ua la protection dh·iuc, jusqu'it ec qu'eufin unc 
voix Jui dit, daus la Jaugue du paJs, d'etrc tranttuille. 
A })res aYoir rrganle aiusi pendant tplall'c hl'urcs, il chcr­
elHt it t�Y ei l kr sa fe1n 111c; 1nais il 11 'y put rt�ussi r. A prcs • 

q uc la clause eu t d ure f}llClquc tcn1 ps l'ncorc dans une 
autre chatnbre, les lun1ieres disparurcnt, et lui se IcY a; 

1nais, quoiquc ]a clwntbrc ftlt })Ctite, il ne put trou,·et· la 
porte, jtts(lu'a cc que scs cris t•usseut cn!iJlc Je� gcns de la 
1naison. l.e jugc de paix uu lieu I'end it cet honHllC ·Je 
t{hnoignage que c'rsl u11 })i·re de famillc J>aU\TC, n1ais 

bonorablc et jouissaul de la uwillcure reputation. Conune 
il ne de_meurnil 'lu'ia dl'ux uaillrs tie cl.lez lui, il le lit ve­nir et lui fit croirc '1 u' il lu i defcrerait le scrHt('lll rclati­
''emcnt U CC fait; Haais il se lHOUtra tr(�s-dispost� it faire 
cc qu'on Iui detnuutlait. ( llat·Lcr, la rcrtitudc des c�prits, 
p .• J5�)· ';. - _:· . 

�{.a:1erD.m� de chat·gc du haronnet l�udd�, i\ JJaugathcn, 
e���:O;�frla chambrc Oll dorlllCHt ]es ser\'antes, t.�t J aper-'" I �oit cn1l{ lutnieres. Quelquc ten1ps aprcs on lleiut de nou-
,·cau ·la eh� re, et, pour la fa ire scehcr 11lus prOlllllte­
nu·nt, op::"y: p}a�e un grand hassin a ,.et·. d u churhon. Cinq 
des scryantes se lnettent au lit tlau_.; eetlc chanlbrc le soir' 
selon leur coutun1e; n1ais il eta it trop tot, et on les trouva 
ctouffees le lcn<lctnai n 1uatiu. (Ibid., p. 14 3.) - Quclquc­

fois ces lun1icrcs sont un prc�agc pour le voyant lui-
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tneme. Cath. 'Vyat, dans la villc de Tenby, se trou,�ant 

nn ... soir dans sa chambre it coueher, apcr�oit droit au­
dcssous d'ellc deux ltunii·rcs. Ellc vent Ics ccnrlcr avcc 
la main , m a is n'y pent reussir, et ellcs dispnraissent en­
suite d'elles-tneJnes apres quelques instants; tnais Cathe­
rine accouche bientot aprcs de deux enfants morts. - Da­
"is, apres aYoir prechc un sermon solennel de,·ant le 
jury, revenait chez lni. 'r ers le crepnsculc du soir, lors­
que le cicl ctait encore tres-cJair, il lui sernhla par deux 
ou trois fois -voir ,-olcr drrrii�re lui , entre l'epanle et la 
main, quclque chose de blanc de la grosscur d'une noix; 
et la n1e1ne sensation revenait toujours de HOnYeau apri·s 

. qu'il avait fait soixante-dix ou quatre-,·ingts }HlS. Jl n'y 
fit pas d'ahord grande attention, et crut que c'd.ait le collet 
de son habit qui produisait cet effet. l\lais l'ohjet deYcnait 
toujours plus rouge. c·ctait, rlit-i1' un fen d'une hunit•rc 
et d'unc cou]enr pure et cl aire. 1l detonrna son cheval 
deux ou trois fois ponr ,·oir d"oit ('r]a ,-rnait et ce que 
c'etnit; n1ais ilne put ricn apcrceYoir. l>i·s qu'il se retour­
nait pour contiuuer son chen1in , le nu�rne ]1henoint•nc rc­
conlnlcn�ait. On pourrait ct·oirc qu·n nr s"agissait iei que 
d'un phcnoJnt·.nc clectrique; 1nnis ce qui suit contredit 
cette supposition . l�n cffct, <.�on1n1c Da,·is traversait le 
bourg de Llaurislid sans s'y arrclcr, la lutnierc qui l'avait 
accompagne jusque-lit le quitla com1nc }lOUr entrer dans 
one auberge situce it 1' entree du ,-ill age, au moment oil il 
passait de,� ant la 11orte. ll ne la ,·it plus, Jnais il fut in­
quiet, et s'arrcta dans unc autre aube1•ge a l'autre bout 

dn ,-iHage. La il raconta a rhote cc qui lui ctait arrive. 
Celni-ci le redit le lendemain it quelques-uns des mcJnbrr.s 
du jury, et ccux-ci a d'autres, de sortc que bienttlt il 
ne fut plus question que de cette histoirc. Or, il arrira 
pendant cette nH'nle session qu·un gcnti11Hnninc, (�uil­
launle Lloyd, ton1ba ntaladc, l�t fut at.taqn<� PH rrtour­
nant chez lni d'un accrs si ,·iolcnt qu·il fut oblige d·cn­
trrr dans la maison deYant laq uclle ]a ltunierc a vait quittc 
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na,,i�, et il y 1nourut an bout de quatre jours. ( Ibid., 
p. 112.) 

1\Iorris Gl'ifiith, }>redicateur tri·s-pieux, se trouvant a 
Tre-Da,:etlt, 'it uue grande h11nii�re descend re de la col­
line dans le \' a 11on : clle t;tait trcs-rougc, et se tcnait a un 

quart de lictw t'HYirou ���·· le chctnin qui 1ui·nc it 1'cg1ist1 

de J�anferchllawddoy. l\lol'ris passu pro1npten1ent de I' au­
tre et')tc deJa t'nllirw pout· tnicux ,·oir. ll apen:.ut. Ja Iu­
mit·re se dil'ig<:r \l't':-. h� t•inwtii·rt�, s'y atTt\kr quclques 

instants cl t•nt n·r dans l't;glis(�. ll attend it uu }>Cu, la \'it 
rrssorlit' de J\;glisc et s'atTt�lt•r· encore quclque temps a un 

certain f'IHlroit tln tin1rlierc, apri·s tjuoi cl le disparnt. lleu 
de telllps apri·s tnonrut. h� Jibd'uu hahilaul du lil·u, HOtnme 
Higgon. La hii·rc �'tttTt'·ta Hll (1uart d'heurc au lieu Oll 
s'etait arr�h.;l� la lttntiere, it <·a use d'tnw ri' ii·rt'. qu'il fal­
lait passer, elk t.'Ol'Jh ful t·ukrre eusuile an lieu nu.,ane oit 
la Jun1it.·re a\ait di�paru aupara\ aut. 

Ces apparitions se reprounisaut tlaus ee:-> rontn;es d'uuc 

ntanierc aussi fi'C(}\lente el sous des J'Ol'Jlll'S si uiH.'l'St•s, 011 
SC 111it it ('Olll(lol't'l' t'L'S siglll'S a\'l'e Jcs c\·eueHH'lltS tjUi CD 
ctaieut l'aeromp)i�SCHH)Ill, C't J'on Se fit aiusi, COllllllC dans 
]c �ord, l'(•rtaitws ri·gl('s dont 011 se scrlit pour interpreter 
ce� 'risions. Lorstl uc la hunii·rc est petite, pale ou bleui\­
tre, elle si_gnilie un accouriH'Jucut prl�Hlature ou Jc cada­
vre d'un enfant. Si cllc est gnnu)c et forte, c'cst un adulte. 

"�'it'y ·�n ·a-deux ou trois grandes, ou })Ius encore, 1nelees 
avee��:t{e,·:.t}etitCS, cJlcs �ignifient Ull llOlllhre tagal de n1orts, 
pris les uns partui les eufants , lcs autres parmi les adul­
tes. Si deux lumieres viennent de licux difft�rent�, la 1neme 
c.hose arrhrc pour lcs cada\'res. Si l 'uue se dctourne un 
peu du cbc1nin qui contl uit il l'eglise, clle annonce uu 
obstacle qui arrctera la 1narchc du conyoi funebre. Au 
reste, t·.es lu1nieres se rctrou,·eut non-seulcJnent dans le 
paJS de (�alles, 1nais encore dans l'ile de �Jan. Le com­
nwnrlant rle ·nclfast, Leathes, en 1 U90, HJant perdu sur 
1ncr treize honuuc daus une len1pcte, nn lirux prrtrc k 
lui dit au moment oh il drbarqnait. IJe commandant lui 
demanda comment il le savait. 11 repondit que c'etait par 
treize lumieres qu'il ayait ,·ues se diriger �ers le ci.Jnetierc. 
Une mort prochaine est annonccc quclquefois aussi par 
les tenebres . 1\fartin rapporte que de son te1nps, it llom­
mel en Ilollande, il y aYait une femn1c qui ''oyait une fu­
mce ollscure autour de la tcte de ceux q ne 1nena�ait une 

lDOrt prochaine. )�t C.OffilllC rcYCUClUCUt just.ifiuit SOU\'ent 
ces prthisions , ccttc faculte lui attira en nH\mc tctnps et 
beancoup de 'risitenrs et de grandrs p('fS(�culions. 

--------------------------------------------------� 
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'.App.Jritions and Jfltcpes. � 37 

Jrfr. Davis, s Letter, concerning the 
Corps-Candles in Wales. · 

\�·ener:tble Sir, · . · . 
FOr your Vv" orth, hath pur chafed you that 

Srile. \\1-ith all due Refpec1s, you 11Jall 
t:e:-eby underftand that I am one, \\·ho fin­
cerely ble!lerh l1imfelf, to have been much 
Edified by you, as being Confirm' d. in fome 
pcinrs, and informed in others, by a piece 
cf your Lorned and Judicious Wor�, 
Termed by ycur fe!f a Supplement, \\'hich 
rro\·ed to me � Complerrient , and which 
\VlS Communic�red eo be by my Worthy 
friend� 3nd fpecial Encourager, John Lewis 
Ef<1; , :zt \vhofe Requefi , 1 am to give you ·1 
rhe bei1 Satisfaction I can , touching thofe 
fiery Apparitions, \vhich do as it were, mark-·. 
out the '�Y fo! Corpfes to their �f.U.!l!.�-,. · 

md rhlt fomerunes before the part1es them- ·. felves fall fick , and fometimes in·. their ficknefS of thefe , I could never · hear· in · 
· En�l.md, the}' are common in thefe three �umie:s, Cllrdig,an, Clurmarthen and ��»J- . 

.,.,.k, and as I hear l m fome other par.t of W Alc1. · · · > �-�- .. · �hefe /f;tt.rn:.�,us.TC! !n our Language, we Qu . C.mc,:-;Jn.lu C�h ( 1) Corps-Candles ;�and : Cmd.� \\·e Ca1l them., not that \\'e do fee-·: my dung, elfe be fides the Light : But ··b�-· . · 
� citife · 

. ,_. ... ) .. .. .. . � 

------ - - -



,'118 '.&11 Hi./lorical Difc�tirfe 'of .. · ··- · 
.. caufe that Ligl1t dotl1 3S much Refemble -·�a.te_!"ial CandJe-lig�r, as Eggs do EggS, fa,'Ing, rhat 1n the1r Jour�ey, thefe .Can­

. dles be . modo dpparcntes, modo ilifparentti efpecially, wben. one comeS near therii'; �nd if <:me comeo�_ the way again� them� 
-unto _IJtm they van1lh; but prefen�ly apPdf ·behind h!m , and hold on their COurfe� }t be a little Cand!�, pale or blewifh ', tlie.Q :Jqllo\trs the Corps either of an Aborti�­Joiire ·Infant , if a big one,. then the_··_ -.,. 
· ·o.f fome one .come rp Age, if th�re .. � 
-�{�p ·_two or three; o_r _m or�, fom� big;·.·--­�_rti'!afl. tOgethet,,� Jh.C:!l fo many, _· �ri�� ·--- .. : :Gorpfes together._ ·If_ two· ��n91�� -:� �"'� :from_ Piverfe _pl?tes, -and 9e·fe�n tb ..... .-, .. .. )b� �drpfes jvill :the _like, if .a�y _of -..... . 
�:Carrd"les be· · feen · to turn fomet1m� a 66 .......... 1 
(Ollt. bf ·.the �·ay ; _or Path; 1:hat Jeap�tb. --...... ... 

��!c�i�J��ft��lri�W�f�·�: � · 

�9W Jet· us fall �o ·Evjde��;;' �eib ··a ·ft)J� :�ge l;f iifc�cn, �weih�g�t _I}m � .. 4illo--

' �it' Night, 'fo��-"t>rejgqbnursfaW oqe:(Jft 
:;�ridtes llO�fri:O& Up -an.9_ do\v� �1 Oil 
���r"I?adk;-Ufiril· thW Were \Veat-y1ti ........ �. 

�:� )�Mft. tq�yl�ft}tfo?E�-JI��t 
,i£.le� �W�ks-}fcef .catne a . ..  rro�r . :-.IU.. ..... _m 

�� · . tri K}o1itgof,iif:i/'-St/irt· _tO r�e ht!r"J;:tl�� 
· ;:� o 1I welleth ·etdbe o'ther fide dfth�tR · �tb· :tnd th�ht ·to Ford· thelt · · ��- J 
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�i:..1c very place, \vl1ere the Light was feen_ �-· 
il'Jt being di!f Naced by fame lockers on, 
( fc;ne ic�s mofi like of rhofe that fa\\r the 
Light )to adventure on the Water, which 
n:IS high, by reafon of. a Fl?od : .She 
�1lked up and do\,·n along the RI\7�r Ban�, 
�en '.\·here , a.nd even as the fore�td Can-. 
dle did, \,·airing for the falling of the Wa=-· 
cer , 'vhich Jt laft fhe took; but tOO foon' 

fer her , for lhe \\�as drown'd therein. -: 
Of llce, my Sextons Wife, an Aged Un� · 

Cerfbnding Woman� Jfw from her Bed, 
:1 1irr1e ble\vilh Cana!e upon her Tables 
end : Within t\,·o or three days afrerJ comes 

· J felio,,. in , enquiring for her I1usband , 
•nd uking fomerhing from under his Cloak., 
c!JFS it do,vn directly upon the Tables end, 
\t;here !11e had feen the Candle, and \V hat· 
WlS ic, but a Dead-born Child ·? Another .. -. tirr.e , the fame Woman , faw fuch · a-! nother Candle upon the other end of .the . 

tt�f fJme Table , within few days- after, a·· 
\'-·e.1k Ould by my felf, newly Chrifined,· · 

�� brougl1t inro the Sexcons.Houfe, ·'"·here· ;-refenrly l1e died : And \Vhen the Sextons "'.ife , who w:zs then abroad, came hOme, :he ..found the Woman lhrouding of th( q.11d, on that other end of the Table-�:� �·r.ere the had feen the Candle. On a··.-· 
urr:e �y fel f _, and -a Kinfman �oming fr���··. � School m �ngland, andbemg,three or:.:/ four hours ben1gh�, ere we could reach� .. . 

J . h.Pm�,, · . . .... 
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' :.._ • " �. • �:· � ( o 1 • ,... 

x4o Jn Ri.fl.oric4/ Difcr;uife of'>-> . .. .. . 

borne , were firfi of all Salut�d by fuch�a 
Lighr, .or Candle , "vhich coq1_ing ifroril 
Houfe , �"·hi eh �7e well }tnew ,  held • Courfe (put not directly) th.e HigQ_.:\\:jy�fo 

. Churc:h ; lhortly afrer, the El_d�ft \Son ... jq 
·that Houfe Dece2fed, and Steered the �" 

�ourfe. .. My felf, a!ld my .Wif� in an Eyr-qt 
mg , faw f!Ich a· Ltght, .<>r Candle commg 
to rne Cl1urch, from her tytid-Wifes Hou(; 
and "'jthip �Month , -f»e her felf did foP ·IQ.w.: : 1\t _which r�Il)i . · my W�fe·c dict_t�U 
rne ¥ Srory pf her·�- Mother , Mrs1.�� 
thar�n.e Wy�tt, an�ilfen� Woman m-; 
. �To,:rn �f _ T_enby , that in an Everiing, .be� 1" 

in her Bed-Chamber �-.1he .faW� two>Jittl · L.ighcs jnft UPc>nher Belly_; ;\Y.hich ·· :1hf::..• 
-f�ye.d ,.tQ . . f!r�ke off. wi.tq _.her. H�!ld ,'.· - iu 

:·c�ld no�.; .\\�ithin a \\�htle they van1ibed}> · 

;/ibemlelves. � .Not]ong.afrer, -{he "·'as De 
�:vered of [WO. Dead-bOrn -Children: -� r:o 
�ft�h,enCe ��er� happen�d, th� Ji_�e · !n i1)1 . 
·9-�o. Ji<>!Jfe ; .but -�o aNei�hl?gqrs. W:�$ .�nom IPY .. Wt.fe �.dtd (oiJ?eti�es �ll.fru; .: 
:d_o1l{�me.w'?rk or ocber_a_�d (��I ��dtl) 
�.:Jleard. _ "'Ithtn thefe three days ) ·eo fo. 'i§o_d ,Gerii�e�om�n alfo · in- .thi� · yetYJ. . 
�r1th · ;.�,where alfo .not long fince, a Ne1 :J)��rs· ; _wife . .  o.f �min�, being : ��eat·�� 

� .. Cli1ld �:and <oming 1n .at her . own D-,...-� ... 
��i . . nyO _gijqles, ·a litde;a�d� . •  b�g�� · 

· .�: .ana �.1th1n a 1Jttle afcer, faJlmg m L.a.,.· ... �--

��.��dher C�i.ld .bot� �y�d�.-� ��· :;�;�;� � 

,._,.. ...:... 
:. ; . . . 

� 
, 

- . � . . . .  .:-. � · . · · -. � .. -.... 
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Soroethirty four, or tl1irty fi�e y·ea�s by­
gone one 'jane W;,at my .W1fes S1fler, 
being' Nurfe to Baronet Rudds t�re

_
e El�efi 

Children , and ( the Lady Mijlr:s be1ng 
DeceJfed ) the Lady Conrrouler of that 
Hcufe, going late into a Chamber \\·here 
the I\ laid-Servants lay , fa \V there no lefs 
then five of thefe Lights together. It hap­
rened a '''hile after , the Chamber being 
ne\v ly PlJifiered, .and a great grate of Coal­
fire therein , kindled to hafien the drying 
up of the , Plaifiering : That five of the 
!\!aid-Servants "'ent there ro Bed, as they 
\vere \\·ont ; but ( as it fell out J too foon, 
for in the Morning, they \rere all dead , 
being Suffocated ( I conceive ) in their 
Sleep \Virh the Sceem of the New-rernper­
eci Lime 2nd Coal. This \\·as at Llangtttheil 
in C .zrmArthenjhire. . . . . . -� 

Some thirty three, or thirty four· years· 
;go, upon a Tuefd�ty coming to\vards l1ome 
from cArdigan, \\·here I had been injoyn"d 
ro Preach the Seffion Sermon: fncipiente 
Adh�tc crepufculo, and as Ligl�t as Noon, and 

·having as yer, nine long Miles to Ride ; there feemd t\\'ice or thrice from behind me, �n my Right fide, and ber\veen my Shoul� 
cer and my Hat, to tly a lirrle whicifh. thing , about the bigne£5 of a W alnuc, arid 
_that ptr _intervAUa , once in feventy or eighty· Paces : At firft I took no notice of:�ir; thinking it had been but the glimpling ofrPY 

· . _ :·little 
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: ! irtie Ruff; for �och then I Wor� �Y � 
1 t:  \vaxed . reddtfh , and as the N1ght �· 
on , redder and redder ; at lafi noC;: iiBi fatuut, ( for that I partly knew ) but ·.foli. p�ttm · ignir , both for Light . .  - and · C:OIOOi·, 

· At length. I turned my Horfe twice · ·if 
. thrice , to fee from \''I1ence . it came, arid 
_.whe�er . it \vould flaih i�o:iny Face, tb� oorhtng I could fee ; but . when I turned 
home\vards ' i t  flaihed as . oefore ' triltild 
came to a Village called LJa,r.i(lid, wld' 

· as·· yet I did not" intend to .Lodge , - c�--...... 
· there \Vere four Lodgings, .- .. ·and one of · .. -
,( f�ve one ) the nex t Houfe · in �  · my 
. :which, when ·! paff�d by clofe '  being -
_againfi: the Door ;- my. Fire did flalh· """. t� 
upon , · · or .very ·near the· Thre!hold ,� 
�there I think· it .lodged ; for I faw, �·i 
:lllore� . Home fiill I would · go ,, . .  but· ­
thinking · my · - �felf, . . that fo_· I ·might· -�·""".,-; 
God , and ·· mee�t _a : · .worfe COIDpa�ori , ........... 
· my �for trier �-· 1 ttiriled to· the·.·;fqrthe!t . 
. ing . in ·the To\\'11 , and tfiere� .after¥ a �».....,� 
--��ft, in a _  blio\v� ��ad·y ( .�caqle;min_e4 
)Vas an �erfi�d1ng . MaR. , · ja�d L. 
;md ; -fucb as . ;co�!d� - .and had·_but l�J��f 
his Neck-�Yerf.e:·�m �e Roman .a,J�· · ,. ·� ,..,....JIIIa ..... ,.� 
I · Could not · :cantain , . �bur - ·· �needs · maft ..,_... •. 
:.him of therNiftoil, ::be the Mxt� ·day ·...u· · -�_,� 

. [IQiogL� tf:\e· I�c:JPoD.s -; th�Y .tq:oi!�.S: 
�p, .. Jaft tt· came ·,ro �.th�- Judg�s -� .. �rKJ...::.� 
�Uch 1 �  that 1tl1e . greatefi News:;�•. . � .... 

. • . ·· ··<. • • 
. 

. • · - · ' • • .  "'-1 . 
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� 111- 1 r  rhe then Afiifes ,v·as tl1e Preacl1ers · 

\;i1:on. To come at length unto the PitCh, 
�r Kernel , ( for I ha\re been too long about 
. � :e  Husk a�d. Shell ) at rl�r very_ Seffions, 
one ) obn lfl,/lzaJ?! Lloyd, a ,.,entleman, \vho 
� ·.\·e l c ,  md 'vhofe S on yet d\·vel]s Yli�hin a 
� ! i l e of Gl�zstcrig, fell ·  Sick, and in l1 is com- -_ 

: ng  ho&ne\\·ards , ,,·as taken \\"itlJ fuch a vio- . 
ic n r  Paroxifm , that he could Ride no fur- · 

t � �er thln tl1e Houfe , ,,·here I left my Fire 
r o  entertain l1 im , and tl1ere he lighted and 
Lcdged , died about four Days after. Ex 
.:iJ,,,:d.lnti , you !hall underfiand that fome 
Clndles hJve been feen to come to m 
01urch, \Vi thin thefe three \Veeks, and the 
Corpfes nor long afrer. Hallen;tJ de Cantle-:. , 

I , . 'I . � SJ no;. r:s. J 
Another kind cf Apparition we ha.ve ;. 

,,·hich commonly \\,.e call Tan-we, . or T�-: : 
<J:td , becaufe it feemeth Firy. This ap- . :  pe�eili to our feeming in  the 1o\,7er Re- . 
gion of the Air, firaigh t and long, not mnch- _ un�ike a Glaive, ivlours or Shoots dirett- · � ly ,  and level ( as \\·ho \•·ould fay I�ll Ilit) but · f:u- more ihowly, than Stelltt culenres, or Star;·. :bot lightenerh all the A ir , and Ground . where i t  p:dferh, lalh:rh three or four Miles, .. ;nd more for ought is known ; bec:m[e no� t>..tan �eeth the Rifing or Beginning of jc�·i-! ��·hen u fal ls to ·Ground. it fpa-1derh � ancf, 

· .Jghrnerh all abou�. Thefe before their De�i �Jfe ,  do fall upon Free-HOlders Lanai:: ;; - - . .. � ���" . . . �� -. � .. . . 
� .  - . 
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and You, !hall fcarce bury any fuch With os; 
. be he but a Lord of a Houfe and Garden 

· bur you {hall find forne one at his Burial ; at leafi Wife in his Neighbour- hood, that · bath feen rh is Fire to fall ·on fome part of his Lands. T\-vo of thefe at feveral times · 

I - ha\�e feen my felf, lince I Studied Me. t 

teors , · and lince I lvas a Minifier, and nar-t 
· rO\\tly obferved , even ril l they \V ere· in the 

1£ .. � ,  and began to fall ; but rhe Int erpofi .. , 

· tion of Gr,ounds, marred rhe Conclulion �� 
for where , .  an� ho'v they fell , I faw .nqr ; 

: : but where I d1d guefs , they fell, there 
'bied in the one place an aged Gentle-
. man , in the other, · a Free- Hol,fer too ' 
: though of a Meaner Rank. To come rieat 
er home, - - : �::· 
, , lvly Mothers fir a· Husband · ( for my Fa.: · . i:her Marryed her a' Widdo�v . J  walking 

_· .:abooc h� Ground , faw one of thefe Darts 
· .or Piles · alofc ; which fell down hard 1 ·.bt 
·. him ., thone far , · and fparkled �ouod abq�t ··his Body , he took it for �  W.arning .. ·�i�- ­
_�made his Will , and having lived �·_gaq· _ 

_ Health, fome four or five · ·Mon�:�fcer.� 
_ .. dyed. · · · !. :· · .  :--: . .  : ·· �  • . �  ·. . : ., : ·� . : :, ):· ·���,:·�'"-':.;; :. · 

:-�.,.� ·� · A little .before the DeCea·fe of mine .oijl· 
/Fath�r, .· ·Aged .Ninety fix ; a Son in La\y,)l�­.-Jl�· , .who� 9wfl1ed t_wo .Miles off� ( b�c. n _ 

. 81Jug_her Grol!ad ) faw fuch. anpther�� 
::m ·; a C]ofe -behmd .the otd Mans :Hoine 
J.��·k.h gave .

. · fuCb a -�light , that by·�}�� 
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c ! euly fee the Houfe ,  t�e IIedgeS}arid 
rhe 0Jks in rhe Wood adJ�rning. -�. ; _ · 

Sir, So many of thefe Ev1dences, as I faw 
r:•)t  my fel f ,  I received from Underfrand­
�'lg :md Credible Perfons, and fuch as would 
n-.) r ! ye , no, not for a Benefice ; and yo�r. 
fc:J rr.Jy receive rhe fame from me, as from 
cr.e t hat was never roo Credulous, nothing 
SurrerHi rious, and as l i tt le Ceremonious. 
T: :e te Secrets , I dare not Father upoa 
��:n , I wil l  not Honour him fo much , 
fa rr.ucl1 as to Afcribe to him the Kn ow-. 
:c� _;e of Contingent Futures. I prefurne . 
:!:Jr o!  himfe!f , he cannot certainly know. 
"" f:erber , or w hen a Healthy Man iliall 

t Sicken,  nor whether , or when he fhall 
C;-c: of h is Sicknefs , nor whether he 1hall eye by Sicknefs .  er by Fire or Water, &c.· 
t1Jr ( i n a n  open Country efpecially ) which 
• J.y of t\\:-o, three, or more, the Cor� �ll be brought to Church, whether it ihill 
:r.ttr 2norher Corps in the \vay, whether it · 121 patS a ·R iver by the Ford , or Bridg 1• �\\· many flops , turnings, and windings 
:t : }�1 1 make Satan can have no certain l�- know ledge of all fuch Circumfiailces ; 
� more , but this Candlemaker and Di· �r of them too forefet!s, and foreknowS 
� :ill ; and therefore muft needs be the �or, who , as according to the good �Cure of his Will , be hath Determined ; illotted to feveral Natigns;# their feve� 

· ral 
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The ' 'Tregaron Triangle' ' ! 
A few years ago , I was told of "something funny" which was 

reported to have happened on the Cors Car on (Tregaron B og) . 
The area attracts hundreds of wildlife enthusiasts each year . My 
interest , though , was in something less tangible than birds , 
animals or pl ants . The information was that unusual noises and 
peculiar lights had been seen at night . 

I confess to a healthy scepticism about such things . The noises 
could be , I reasoned , those of natural phenomena.  After dark , 
such sounds can be scary . The night cry of a vixen is eerie . But , 
my informant claimed , the sound from Cors Caron was like an 
old steam engine . And what of the l ights? Animals don't have 
candles on their birthday cakes ! 

B ear in mind , too , that the Aberystwyth - Carmarthen line was 
closed many years ago . The rails have long since been removed . 
It was June , near Midsummer Day .  On that day , my wife and I 
have a tradition of going out at some dreadful , still-9ark hour of 
morning and waiting to see the sun rise . There's nothing mystical 
about this habit - in my case it's an act of true heroism . Thank 
goodness for the vacuum flask , say I !  With my interest in the odd 
tales of Wales ,  here was an opportunity to investigate one at first 
hand . Wouldn't it be splendid to report sightings of a ghostly loco 
boldly chugging along in defiance of the B ee�hing axe? 

So I persuaded my wife that , instead of getting up in the small 
hours , we should keep awake all night , witnessing not only the 
Midsummer sunrise but also seeing it  set on the previous evening. 
Certainly a two flask job , with piles of sandwiches .  The plan was 
to park in the "bird watchers lay-by" on the B4343 , past which 
the course of the old line runs . During the hours of darkness , we 
would wander. along the track occasionally looking and listening. 
We had a portable tape recorder and a camera to capture 
anything which might happen . 

Even in summer, it can be cold at one o'clock in the morning. 
Just before midnight , a breeze had arrived from the east . The 
night was now blotched with clouds . We had made a few forays 
along the old railway . Night noises were there , of course , mainly 
the scuffllings of small animals . The wind rustled scrubby trees . 
Late motorists were few , most people being properly abed by 
now . Another hour passed . It was now a matter of munching 
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sandwiches and waiting fot the. first glimmer of dawn . It might be 
more interesting to sit in the car and listen to the radio.  

1;1ut my wife is  made of sterner stuff. I had brought her here to 
seek ghosts and ghosts she would make us see k .  We would have 
another drink and take another stroll . It was only an hour or so to 
_daylight , anyway . We left the car for the umpteenth time and 
walked up the stone steps back onto the line .  

For fifteen minutes we strolled along , tired now but still alert . 
There were still only the real noises and sights . We returned 
towards the car. 

I made to go through the sm all gate and down the steps . 
Unexpectedly ,  my wife shook my arm . I turned round . Saying 
nothing , she pointed across the Cors . I looked to where she 
indicated . 

There was a long , low light moving across the face of the bog . It 
was difficult to assess i ts height ,  size or distance from us , though it 
was certainly between us and the hills opposite . It glowed a dull 
red . The light was north-west of us , travelling southwards . A 
swishing noise came from its direction.  

It's at moments l ike this when a camera and tape recorder are 
i nvaluable .  Ours had been left in the car ! I dived down the steps 
and grabbed the m .  When I rejoined my wife ,  things had changed.  
She quickly told me . The long light had stopped moving. It had 
"broken up" into several smaller lights .  These seemed to drift 

· again but at differing paces.  Then they just faded away . The 
swishing noise had gone , too . I had taken no more than fifteen 
seconds to fetch my equipment . 

Explanations are many and varied . Will  o' the Wisps , perhaps , 
or distant car lights reflected on thin mist . It certainly was not a 
spooky steam engine .  We sh all dub it , then , an unidentified flying 
object . 

And I shall modestly dub myself "Discoverer of the Tregaron 
Triangle" , for as soon as I made the story of the l ights we'd seen 
public ,  more people came forward with their stories.  

In 1982, two ramblers were walking along the Abergwesyn 
road just outside Tregaron town . They were i nterested mainly in 
local flowers and fauna . The road winds and climbs through a 
very lovely valley flanked by steep mountains . Looking up at the 
peaks , they saw what was obviously the triangular shape of a 
cairn . Cairns abound among the Cambrian Mountain s ,  and these 
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piles of rocks can be either ancient or modern . Why they were 
erected anciently will  never by fully known . Some of them , 
though , are known to be marker points on ley-lines . But back to 
our pair of ramblers . 

Having seen the cairn atop a mountain , their interest was taken 
with birds and flowers near at hand . The bright summer evening 
was drawing to its close , so they decided to retrace their steps . As 
they wandered back towards Tregaron,  they looked up to the 
place where they had seen the cairn . It was no longer t?ere . 

Reason dictated that a great heap of stones cannot stmply 
uproot itself and wander away. They th�ught it w

,
ould be that 

they were simply on the wrong spot tn  the road . Perh aps · 
something was obstructing their view . For at least half a� . hour, 
they wandered up and down that stretch of road · trying for 
another sight of the cairn . But it had totally disappeared . 

More recentl y ,  UFO sightings on the Tregaron Bog are 
becomin� fairly common . A lady from Pontrhydfendigaid told me 

of her experience whilst driving from Tregaron to her home via 
the B4343 road . As she drove near the house of the nature 
reserve warden , she saw a light of great brightness moving along 
the Bog. It was not much above ground level and had a bluish 
tinge . She actually slowed her car, not through bravado, but 
because she expected the l ight to come onto the road in front of 
her. However,  she did lock all the car doors ! She drove home 
leaving the light behind her but l ike most of us in such a situation , 
she can think of no explanation . 

A tradition of the Tregaron Bog was once told to me by my 
friend Tom Evans ,  Dolcoion . He assured me in all  seriousness 
that the River Teifi flows uphill  whilst crossing Cors Caron . And 
even stranger was the yarn spun by an old fellow who used to live 
in B ronant . As a lad , he swore he had seen a galleon under a full  
sail  navigating her way along the river. Surely a case of too much 
'cwrw' at the Llew Coch ! 
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7 H E  nATU RALI ST. 
LUJ!INOSITT OP TBI WBITE OWL. � OCCASIONAL LUAUNOSITY of the white o"·l (Siri:e 

JLunrMD) lt a aubject that Is engaging the at&entlou of many 
...Sdenta ID Nonh Norfolk. ,rhere uu(loubted testimony nlats 
&bat thla phenomeuon le not eo nro ll!!, ls genernlly 1uppo3ed. An j 
account b7 au eye wltnea who has obscn·ed 1t on IC\·erol occa· ; 
alont may therefore be acceptable to some of JOur rc:adera. 

On the evening of Feb. 3, 1007. returning from a long \Ynl k  \fhh 
m7 10n. we crossed one of &be 1hnllow nllor• th:a& aboon<t In this 
dlatrlc&. Reaching the higher ground wo notlt'ed a mol"lng J i�ht. 
appArently about a quarter of a milo to the north. On watch i ng 
lt, h montl up And do\fn.-'"ertlcally 1T"lth .:rent r:apldlty uplnrd!j to 
a height or aome SOfL. or 60ft. lt did this n n umber of times. When 1. 
at the hi�hcst point of Its ascension it  aometimt-s jumped up and 
down a little, then when near the gronnd lt three or lour times 
mo•ed borlzontoll7 •ery qulctl1 for about lOO )"ards, and then I b:Jck. We w atched lt for about twenty minutes, d uring which 
t ime lt made te reral ascents. It rt'�temblcd a Clrriage lamp, for ' 
which we at first mistook u. and was •lightly reddish In the ! 
centre. The time when we ftrat c;b&encll lt \VAI 7.10 p.m. U wu 
a perfect.Jr calm night, and rather mild. : 

The cause of thla light remained a mystery to us until the fil'8t . 
of the present month, when. crossi ng the a:ame valley, l a:aw \\"hat I suppo�ed was the lamp of a motor blcyclo ruablng ac a rapld 
r.ate along a road that rau paralJol to the ono I was wal king on, 
about a qwart.er of a mlle to &be Iouth. The light suddenly 
atopped. roac Into the air aboYe the tr.·eJ, and retraced lLB course. l"bla l& continued to do. frequentlr risi ng aome �Ct. to 40ft .• nod 
11 rapldl7 deacendlns, 1lr groom'• cottage being near, 1 called 
blm aud hla wUe out to aee ll I then hastened to my bou�. 
about half a mlle off. From the ntUc wioclows my 10n and my· 
aclf and threo IC'rranLB watched the light for &ame minutes. .My 
IOD and I then went on& to the ro:ad nrar which tho light was 
mo•lng. Hulng rcachf'!d D fnourable position forobacn-arion, we watcl.led tbo erratic courae of the lighL I called a very lntclllgen& 
man trom a eotc.age near b7, and we oil \\"&lChed lt ; onco wo 
distlncllJ 13W two mo\·ln& llghlL We theu went across the field ln Its 
d lreclion, but lt moved nway from us. \\'o then gut through a 
thick fcnco with a ditt·h or wour on the otbcr aide, ond, lt bolng 
pitch dark, made 101110 nolso In doing 10. when the light d is­
appeared. A!Jout IO.JO tbo aame evening I ogaln took up a 
po:iition aa beC\irc, and aCler walLing obou& ten minutee the light 
emerpd froru a conrt about IOU 10rds d istant, and kept mo\·ing 
'" and fro orer the ground. 10mcUmes aJ.proachlng within 60 yards of where I wna atandlng. .lL tbl•n oll ... bted ou tho 1 
plouJ,;hed neJtJ. rose aCter a few eecunda, and a�nln aYtghred In the 1 
a1me field abuut 100 111r.ls oiT. Twice lt pnascd aerua the field of an1 tell"8Copo. but the tune waa eo shor' 1 could onl7 diaceru what JoUhd Jl kc a la racr lamp. A alight m ist bung over the ground. 

The next time J. obaerved :t waa on the 2:lnd, about f p.m. I wns 
Dear the house vf the IQUlre to whom the adjoining laud belonged. I caUed at bls houae. and hla wlCe and daughter ea we out with me 
and watched lt. We bad au excellent 'flew of it moYlng aloug the 
nlle7. wbcn eomet.hlng appeared to alarm lt, and lt rose rapidly &o a height of lOOt&. or more. and waa loat to algh& about half a 
mile to \llt weal. 

On the�Sth. 26th, and �th lt woe ieOD by myself and teTer3l 
other persOna wboee •eracltJ lS undoobtcd1 bu' lt WAS on the 29th, 
when the doctor and hla eon joined me ID a tour or lospcction. 
that we wero rewarded with the be:1t d lsplaJ. 1'he e,·cnlng was 
dart. and aa the btrd ltsncd lrom the covert Its lurulooslty 
• omed to hnve eouaiderabiJ lDcreaaed, Jlgbting up \ho brauchus 
of the treea as lt flew backW"ardl and fol\\"ards, occasionAlly 
lltounllng over their tops. Af&er watching '' for more &ban hoU 
ao hour it w•• joined bJ A companion bnrdly 10 bright, wblcb 
Jlew about lOO rarda behlod ll. Aa ther app�ared on� on each aldo 
of a C'.Opse lt waa one of tho moat curious aud prcttJ algllt:t .-e C\"er 
beheld.. '!'bey tinaiiJ dlaappeo1red In the trf'Ca aurrouodi ng a 
church Dear whlch, l believe, la lhclr diurnal abode. 

For ubvloua rcaaon1 l roCraln from ghlng tbc names nf persons 
or placca. J am lncllned to lhlnk the lumi nosity of the \fhlto o wl , l-1 not ao rare a phe=nomenon as we suppose', and that lt  1s the basis 
of manr aturies la which tho lantern-men curpstH:audlcs. a nd . wllk>'-tbe l\"lsps play an lmponant parr. If lurther lnl'�ugation bo Judiclouslr pur�ued lt may roJuol"e somo of tbo crror11 nnd 
anrerslltlon 1llll  exhstlng a:nongst our rural population. 
and help to preaene a mo•t useful nnd lot.crestioa group 
of blrda now threatened with extinction. On nlaking 
laqulnca of country folk 1 hal"O elicited the following 
ttmarbl>le atoriea of mo"lng lights. A groom when ln his 
forruer em�loy ohcn uw &\YO llghtl moflng o,·er a pond and 
,;olng UJ' and \.�own. An old 10ldlrr, ond a Al u tlay \"ctcrot.n, while 
to 10mo me3dowa one I\"CDlng a:aw a bright light moving nlong a line. It thca came tuwuds htm, and when a fc\Y yards oli wen& 
hlgh up Into the alr and away. Ills wife when a JOung woman 
a:aw a .. bnterc-annn " moving down a mcndow ; I& atopped In n tree overhonglag a pund aud quite Ut up the tree. and Rlle could 
ue lt mo•l o:; from branch to branch, but it ao seat-ed her that 
aho gathered up her aklrta and ran home. A eervan' at the rectory at.&tea that lumln:>ua owls are sometimes &een In the woods 
about her home nut far from Cromer. •rhe old people CAll them , 
.. bmpmen.'' and are afrald of theao. A la no there la called 
Lampanen L:lhe. frum the frequent occurrence there. No' long 
a�o her brother wa1 walking out a' n ight wllh a friend and taw 
a orlght light ou tbo roo•l, which he toot to be a bicrcle lamp. 
On appro;achlng I l l& \fCnt Into a cover& cluae b.r. 1 

t;lnce wrh lng the abo,·e 1 had another opportuutty of watchlnR 1 
the blrd!l on J an. 7 at M.30 p.m. with mr wl!e1 the aqulro, bls wile • . 
�n aod daughter, aud two friends. 'rho olaplay was quite as 
brlJbt Dl on former OCC35Iona, the &\t"O blrlls hawltlng alon g the 
•alleJ for twont7 mluute�, when they acparoted. one flrln:; io the 
aouUl, the other to tho north, passio� o\·erh�ad aomo 6Utt. from tho �­
•round. I am nry anxlou� to ascertain tho couee or thl!l display 
aod l hope 1\JJDO of Jour reader� will be able to eluch.lato 1&. • 

Jt. J. \V. P. 
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WEIBII . �IXSTERY • . 1 
• I I 
� PIOUS VILLAGERS iv.ATcn l 

THE SKY. 1 

IZ.{\fSII..GATINfJ TUB SIR��GE 
J ,J r.nJR.:. 
. I Th• m �riOUA hg-hta of . W•1,.. hu" not ! 

h-n frt' Tl" m l ly el'f'n in th .. httlt� Mf'rionrth I Ti l iiL;fl' of E;rrn 11inoo & hmlay n ight.  Thry I appc:-o r i rrrgul�rly,  .anti t h " IDHt h·o Wlfll 
bal'� �n blnnk t o  thf' wntche-ra. I I Wf'n l four m i iM to A rth� tn&t n i ght, 
wbr r"f!  ll "'. �t bry Jonr.. •na to vrar a.ntl 
prra<'b , h-l�al'hfl onr • l'•x: in l  t'Or!" toJtOD· 
tl"nt. In tbP Jlnlpit  of thn r h ;) � )  I •�"" Mno. Jo�. A th in, m itl.dlr,-at""'<i wom a n  i n  
A bln�k drf'1W'. w h o ,  with brr hnnd11 dni" J>':'fl 
b<-b i nd h"r haC"k, brr �fM on ll}'aO!' ,  trlood 
11 low lr ewa,r i ng t o  ��o��d f ro  1111 an ohl man 
prf\yrd. • 

OutAi� thf' ('hAP"l in lhr Mad tiUncl A 
l i1 f l(l �roup of •ntchrM ,.. j t h r�f"t4 0'!'1 t h ,.  to•l'rinr tn-1'-('llld l! idr� of ( 4�o�l ••r J rl r it4, 
.. hirh TO!' "  nl mOI!It &hN'r from tl11• l i t t lr c-hnpri. Thry krpt t hl"ir �1,.,. np•n r,J4 on 
t.h,. to'W'fri� mounbi n f'lofW"'• u �.tin.r U1" 
myr:;b-ri01• l ig h ta, wh ich t ll.-y rf'Prd..d &A 
)) iTiDf', to .opfl<"'\r .DboT" thn, rbnprl in • hir.h . M T'f'. Jont'fl ... aa prari ng. • I •ah'bC'd too, l 
lnat '"'"" t �rm n ot .  I �cm�pa.nil'd �I MI. lrtnt"'l to lh" r·ll�J"'('l, 
ritl. in� by trni n  from Hnrmo uth and �ml k- l 
ing from Arlhotr �t.at i171l , a dis!nnr<- of hAl f : 
& miln. I eaw no li�th.t. Thn niS"ht 11'88 
d i ri r, tbe t ops or th(' m ount."Li n. l'ltn'pt by 
m istB, � ('IOTI('t":\lrod, hul t.h .. l�r 11lo� 
... ,,. blark onlr • ilh lhr dllrk nl"m or 'D i ;:b t , 
And a l i.-h t could C'Acily hAl't\ b-<-n III('(!D. 
I •aw DOD(!>, • 

WAITING TOR TilE UOilTS. 
I Yalkf'd b:td: b� tht� monn f a i n  11idr to 

n 11rmou t h .  None �r tb(l mp•tniou.� l igh t � 
1\"f'l"f' to lK- HC'n. On rror h i ng n.'\nnoul h ,  j j ut" t  iK-forfl "'"""n o'dock, I fou nd hu11dr�l' 
of p-oplr on fh" b u c h  11 i n � n s  Wrl!'h hymn11 
and Yaiting for th(' arri·u�l or Mn. Jon<'ll 
._; tb bu attrndnnt l i ght!!. Tht'J 'lfrTc fatt'd 
to die.appoin tmcnt, for Mr11. Jonf'll had told me f'arli<'r in th� nrn in st thnt !'he •as etnJ­
in�t in Arlhog for th.- night. 

On Sunday Di�ht I tramf'('d thP mt'WOW'II 
and tht' 1"03d ""3Y from haJ r-pa.;t tlf'Tf'D t ill  
IH"�rly f'�Tf'D erarC'hinll tJ,.,. ("()unt�id" for 
110me 11ign of lhc bri l l ia.o t l ightll nf th.- n i�ht 
bf'forr. I �'\"" nolh inJ:'. An old lnrl y  I mrt 
on the roatf Jlroff'•�Nl t n c-s plni n tla<'ir 
ab.¥nrr, point ins out th�t t brl"f' ... � no "'"'" 
Tia> that n i.rht At lhf' ) j ttJ� f��trJ'll c-hapr} 

. in th� " n ri.Rbbourhood or •h ich thf'y frr'-
: qurntly ap(W'ar. Bh" furthf'r J'('mark.rcl t hat 1 
1 )1_:!' .

. 
M a rr  J on"" ha.d not fotH' �ut on hrr l 

; m a""'on .-or\ thnt n1s;:h l, C"'ntrnlln� hrrl'<!l! 
I • ith bf. i n J:  mrrf'ly on� of lbo �onJ:rf'�nt ion ! 
at Dr tr ry n  C'h a prl.· . : lAtt'r I 11aw M ra. Jonr8 bftn•df, and Mkrd 

. her if thr lights a !Wll)� 11pr-rC'd on bright . 
moonl ight n ights, eurh ��� Saturd:�y, or j . •h<'lhf'r thrr cnm<- u ·�11 on th':.' dnrk,  . 
Ol'ol'OMt n �hta l i k(l  t b o  p�nt . .. Tbf'y j 

I ('()me all kintl5 0( n i �h t"," ehe 8!lid,  •• da rk , 
: and l igh t. I 1'3• �o to-nigh t an mr way � ' to D�ff"!� P<'rh&.IJ!I TOU hav<'nt �Dj1 I t.bat way. · · . . -I ·1- .aobo•lrd� t h�t i_ .h n d  ret. hllTiDf l krfll in thr nt-i�hbou rllCil'•cf or -t:.ltrn. . -�- ·�I ....w:M acoo_p'I�!!M'd . hnm,. by t-fll'm -4>.D rui'd.'\:r ·n hrbt.. .. eh" ft&id. .•• a.n4 had on o 

�h\ in the carTi:lKt' .... - :_ � · - · · 

�· 5� 
cot 3 

e,T. }:L;\fO'� J"IRE. 
i 'I'o lN �llor of lb� •' .O.. II:r M�P' 
� Si r -1 bn� J"'"'ftd W"ith .:rrn t fnb-T'r6t rour · , a.rticf� U J"'In th" mystf'r ioW! l irhl8 .. -hldl haYr DlAUe th<'ir npp�>:u-anro J D  }:�rryn, ' Wnlt"e. !.lay I Yf'n t u n- to "'�!t'('frt t h e t  tbr-T 
a re  11. D�11r pbu� of 111·h at at et'n, <'8J'W'{"ia1 Jy 
in thf' taoparfl, ill kncrA-n all St . };Jmr;,'• l'i reo �  Tb ie ia a ppaN'nt ly a • Jnn tAnt'Ous ont­bum or .. tat ic  l'l "<' t riC'ity, llnrl is  oft.-n to 
be llt"E'n a.t. tbo m Mt h f'Grlll And t-o-.. · !prih of Tl."MM"III  & i l i n �  ln tropir.nl ton n t.ri�. The 
dMcri ption yoa J i V f'  of th.- faro al'f:'n in };Jtryn tal lu-.. nhnost nectly ""it h  t h at �ti l'('n by aailon •·h, Ml"e �n w i t fM>F�• of thill  St. };J mo'• n n-. I hop� th ia  U• 
pla.nalion or th .. pbrnomrnon Ar.("'rd inr to : 
nat a l"A l  riMH.-.e IDI\1 J:..l"Ot"e o1 ia�rt'@t to : JOUr �aderw. • : • RuooL1"n M. MA'R1Lo 

ColliD«ton , Drshill -on -8<-n, S\a6aot'E • 
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Tl i U Jl SD A Y .  FEllltU AKY 16, 1 905. 

TllE tiGII'IS. i I 
• POSSIBLY DUE TO MARSH OAB. I 
1 The a pp�a ranc-o of a &cicnti6c in yestJ. I 

gut or at t.h., \\"{'l�h T i l lahn of l,;gry n  <'0- 1 
ancitlr� tnt h tbo · c l i �n rprarBnrt• of the 1 
my � t c rioul4 l igh tli and ba l l r.  of fi re w h ich i 
t he •  t�UJw>rst i t iomt hA'"f' &!--�ociA trd w- i t h  the : 
rrl i�iou� mi ni:-t ra t ions of a woman � !  
T'i \"o&l i�t . 

A not hC'r n ight '" watch hj �f r .  R('()wood, 
Uw f'C'i<•nt.i s t  who lt a� .c ngat£.C'd by the 
1 1  Dai ly M ai l " to i n vrl't iJ:at � t h r mat t�r, 
hal'l bnc- n  prorlurt i vc of no rr5ult.  lie re- � 
porh a" fo l lmu : -

' ' I nm con v i n rf'fl t hAt n o  nl iaD!"8 can 
bo plnrMJ upon t hf' l'tat4'mf'nh of nat i ,.•·•· · 
I haTr gr·a'"o doubt l'l w hrt h�r t h  .. y ha .. ; 
�f·rn anyt h i n� bryond ord i n n ry (ann la.n­
tr rn�, d il4t  .. ,rtc·d Ly m i �t ari.'i i ng from t b� 

.rnar�h trhirh enri rdl'6 Mn. Mary Jonr.\'1 
hou �". 

" l t j�  a n  idr!ll l ot"n l i ty for t hr pro­
duct ion of ph o sp i P t rt•lt ('(l hydro�rn or 

,m a r�h �a,. , nit hou�h I h l' l"e not df·t�tt-d 
i t "  prr�PnN' d u r i n �  m� !Ol D�.  · Th ia �'u' i� 
fn'q nt"nt  I�· �p l f  .. igni t �d ,  and th• flnmf'r: , 
n it ll ou�h Ya�nr an1l r l u �r,ivf' In rhftra rtt-r 
whC'rf s('(' n t h rou �h a Ft i�h t  hnEr of m ist, mi�ht  Ji(h·e rir-8 to m Any ,;torN-a of t he .o­
ca l lrd hr:\Tt'n l y  m " n i fC'sf at ion�. 

, •· On t h@ wholf', I am i ncl ined to !"'Pg&rd '' the ftpora nf thf' n&tiYr" as �""'"'1. t'Z­
a�g;r.rnt�, and tn �u"JK'C't a f�w �a ll-n'-1 thr-.-i�p!' ,  )f'&Yrnf'd by a little pra.ctiaal jokin� witb IAntf"rn�.,. ' 
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i THE WOMAN I N  \V H I TE i ' - :--- � � - -- -
: "  on·a l l  G hcst I.a y e rt; ;uHI t h e  

Elush·e l.aJy . .  , 

r �� u - 1 1 :d  i n l • · r·�- t  h ., ... lJf·r u  " r  .. u- . . . t '" I 
t J , , .  \\' • · rr·�· l l  t= IH ,. t " ' " " . 1\· i t t •  la ' l r a • t ,.

"
t I ; ! l a(• l a r-a. c l i u l' nt .

. T hf' \\- , ; 11111 1 1  i n  \\' lt a l f' , · · , ; '}'l '"'a n.•: l  I ll t he .. l uo lr prt: o l " " '  • · ou ' i I �· u r;;.rla.\· h.- t . Sr l'(' l a l m urr n· � i· l · · l l ! .;,  m :  

I \\ n r l " l "'J : o Jhl \\· ,r:-:1 1 1  o l i � l r i . , ,. ,ll"<'l: .. ru f 
tJ ,,.t  \ l l i'J

. 
J , ; . , y  ,...,.. 11 t hf' .. � t  rll fl j: f'  ,. ; .- 1 1 u r . " 

" lw, �� �· o ro l n • t:  to t l t t>  ,.l.' r l t ' - • 1 1 f l o · 1 1 :  1 1 1 11 ' 1 11 fl' t h_t•  '\' l ' r ru.l l  t u  l .•n l o·\· r . . ,, tf , , 1  t l 1 •: 1  . «: rul • • I  \\ a o l �l c ·�· I ulu nwn . 1 1  \l.ll(l n-cl!'- uf J 'f•opl\' ha" ,. • l l l l  !• )" a :  1 . !  " *'�·!'· I . tn t l •t> .. put nt  u i � l a t  I • •  ;.: , ·' '  t l , 1 � -uru.w- r !Y tW ' " h1 k 1'  part m g lt t •- t  l t u n t� � 1 1 11�- � .. t a f, . ..,... of t l t • •nr  'lll '' t t'  I O'II fl lol l.: 
1 M urh a t u ll "• · u � r·u t h. •.;  l� ·f• J I  u r ,, ;;, . ,f . u ru l �  

a monK t l a l'  ' . t l a ..:•· l-,.; . , f  l la n - r  lnn•· f \' p.1 1 t .,  , 11<\t a l i l t ! ,• w i  .... .:-1d 11�. • '
· �.\ f· r a t  t ) ,f"H t'if". a :·c• :1 1h �· l lr•• o l (nr 1 1 . �  • •rtj..'l ll . , r t l , t• � la o� t - or l lr f"  •. f c, � y � t tn" 

111.-la i c · l r  }.; ,. ,. 1'.\' , , , .puh1r ,  j ,  t l a. a l ;,. ,J IH' l  u1ll.' lw" I N•t •n l l l l' ' ' l ' '�" rnJ i n g ll=' a J.: t, .  ... t :  lll ;cl : uot a l • · "  t • · r  .... o n  .. h tt• i u . - l a r aNI tn l � l i�' '' 1 a ..., , . , .. _, • · 1 1 r n· n t  t lu l l  JHf"ll " '" •  h ;\ \ o h,.,.,, 
n .. r n ):  ," t . u.t �or c •ut llu i l, ] illj.: J  fur � :1 11 1 1 • J i n;: 

I l ' l l r J �< •-� ·s ,, r,• � 1 1 l t y  uf t 'I I II J . a r a n..: up ,, ;.: holit 1 11 t_l . f"  rl a �t r i d tn l. f"f" J •  a \1 "·'· i u .  
t n r rlf· r

.
' ,  '\ ,· l r,l,-' l  n lll l l ·.lJl l( , . r  : a l l  j ,.:  t l . f"  il �'f" l l r o : " .  f11 ,�f a fatllll't ' ' " ' t- 1 o r · f X \ \  l a i l t• t 1 (•'1\ I . " , , . . . (, r.� :<: •�l' l'••...,f·tl t •l ' •' r ... . 1 ., . 1 1 . , ; ._;,· 

I r .• � I rr;t f. r u� �··:t r ti iiU il f lj\ll f'l l i nl l .' i n  j h (' I I I I I I J i t l o;  .. � ' " " ' ' ' fol k .  H i l t  , , ,. .  � 1. ; , ,, ., .... r I I hott l l _\' I' \ r · r�· H ta • · i , .n t .  11 1 1 1 1  1 . , 1 ,  : • · . 

I • u' l l l t t · r l  f o r t • H >  1 1 1 a n y  �.tla . � l � .  \f , ,., n_� i a i l t•. : 1  ' ·. f i n· ' '  i n t . ·r o •  • .  t j 1 1 , . a , , ., , ,  1 
t1 11 o l  " � ' "  . t ., • �  1 -.· a r • ·.:

. 
nu i n t ., i tu ... ! j p  t , , . , _ ,. I t •ar'.'' · u u• i  t } , , .  n l l t" l o4·· r 1 , f  r. � o· n  " t , . , 

·
; I ! ·' I I n n � • n • · ,, f . ,  1 : "  ·• d . f' ,.,. • 1 11.1 11 i n  '' 1 : : 1  · , . • f • i t I, •• � ! q , ! u • , t l>\  t ... � - , , .�··· :-, ... � , i�· . t , , , r ,. .  ; I --- �- -- I 

"'F . �:.....;....;.;;;;:,._ :VJQMAN iN Wli'ITE. 
{ I . . I • i I 1 . 

Stories o f  a Ghost · on }�a�sley� COJ!t�on • . 

VI�LAG.ERS A-TALKING� 
1 --- ; 
1 • • 

.o\ n� :h<'r �l· · � t  lr n :;  " aU.c·d . A� a �Jd, lll a n�r f'Oil nl ry fn} k . i n  n·(lrr&ll and i he adi�t;t>u t \J i.• tru·t o;  oi' \\',,ds lry and .Loxley 
u re more <JI' lf'f:,.. f'Ultoo. - TLe IU111t'lC , ;�ibjlr. Fo t t,f!l J.t�ry f:t�, t" a voman ' in " hi t t'  w h.1 ;thcl('lo> ,, tlO'Jt �ilf'nd1 And no..­
nnd 01-,"llin rAt .. ...., h..r QT illl' in lnme11 t or im­,.,�a.t i<>n�. Somc- J)f'orlt' .:a y t.he oc.cas:(m· £Ul;r )IIOO D!:! 1\.>4 if in trouhJP, - " I A c�nlint< t\l thf' ,· i lla�;t'ft� th� �:host � f)­Pf a J1  to bnve . it,; ,1 ho�. n n  Wad6l•1 Com· Dlf?Dt-A '\ll· ild. bi lly, t'Tal)=.st rewn •oat�. oTer-1 "ro,.�n w i t h  hm<:lt•n and ht>aer, ond l dot4e<l "·i th  t rN""' in l'a r f c; -an . baun� . th41 �· il'lnity. C>f the  Worrall to ley rond I , llMlj tb�  ()}tl 1 • it  .-ork in09rt. )'�l k .,bo j d01irp to lla,·c C!ncon ntered tbt� QU�Jt atatn 
t lr r. t  i t  ll' .-\'1 fi �t .. �n oo �nnda 1 •·ook Jnf't, ;)M ; t hi\t it " u l �  ;,�ro:ul �t�N'n t he 
l,oll t-- uf it .1 u o l  1 1  ,)p i.: latA i ·· ; O n  the Track of th� �ost. . 

.� ea · • J n drpf'·!l oi- n t' '  Tf'J•r....,ton lt.t i "e .,.-h(l u,,arlo· i n \' t  .... t ig a tionc: ,....., trnioy  � .into t Le 
! '" m htl i l·�' t a t i•'Ju•" f : 1  -..,..o •  1 r1ld ' tho  at')rf 

I t.y a n: .\ n  n a :ul'tl  (' l a t�ur# S w a i n .  1r h f.  i.ll 
t'tn plon·� (ln 1\ f,. rm i n  t.h at J'*'Tt of : the 
<'<" a rat ry . . .  J lo  ·1' o1-i n"''"'mr• Ju<ld by ; hi�  
' i�o t ( r, ,,.h,., .-a� a n u N4'  m ltotMrlla.m p rr�r. t r. f h<' • nr, an�t la�td bt-f'D pa yiD�  � im 
a l' l'lt t ,  a� �b�  111' :\ 1§  • j uEt •lemo�W nftcr 
f � n· i n g  n11 t hf" Ti h \ n(' .  . 1 

" \r(' 11' f r(\ w.1 k i n j;  o n r  " n " for ll i l l .Jb r o '  " ! 14'111 'fo {'  l' a w  i t , " J .e !'nitl . ' '  \\•h.' n  v•e got ���.1 i n  .. t t lan Inn•' ••rHi t h a t  C'l•IDPH from fhe fl , . Jd  rorul to Hrari lif'hl i.hl'! (•l tt.tdw•rl at my a ru:l, &ncl, u p�t.l i'k,., �c·t'H\ ni Ml :  'Oh.  1ook : Cla;r !' .A n. t  "·1 .• I llX�'kf.'d then wa� 1 eon.tt h ing "·h i t('  ('Om it�s ·�rOSH, like a 
111'0trlll fl.  U· u.) l:w>, tarJ I (I in�  l rt'r n rna� u p. 'J hrlJ 

! it � a ni�·� arr<>S" by th" plcl ·pi t .  It  � red 
1 mf' . r'i"ht ,  and my si.!ltt-r· <·Ollldn't  talk 'fvr ' a.  �i t ,  Rli shf\ ·w aF  Yen • fea t"f'd.' 1' � - � o. ! hE> 11u�,:N;tion "that they ..-ero nr r· I ,·ot•� 1 n tho �rknt·� a n d  lon('l i n M8 ,  hEt 1 rt�1H u:..O : " ll(' nf'n0'\1-')! 1 �81'1 ne"�r tft'arf'd' 
I �to� !>( man or 11pit1t �, bu t if tha t  •·un't 
. a  "snnt I 'm beat." ) " Or a . vh ite row." 
; I · pdd"'cl, b1.lt he wae JH•t o11 t for jn'kinf� nn4l r�pl ie<l : " C<nr" J•,n ' t :did" C1":(' r  w.tl ls. ' ' A ra.nni�otn tn l nn ,, am�l J oh n  ·ora�­eon , w ho l iH .. Sn a rQltnt;e on the hill·  

a iclt', all'o <: 1.1' iru;, to ha ,.e !IH'D the �rhor.t .... �lk a r�w UaJ'fl � nr,r the �· .-pot 
ri'ring ito,�� arm.� � if in d�"l\(lir·. Villager• ilrl�n·ielll'ecl �H·o ,.ariNl '\'t>"ione of the r�toTy, withou t  hf.i�..ag ahle to f!Xphd n wbJ' th� Bho..t Y.lA 6n f•llll"'Nl f, , h� n w00111n ; �d \1DC\ l en r n t  that t hE>M' " strnng .. h.a P­pnuiD�a·•  lr�d bM!n m:1 1·h <li •r a� at .ttac S4ouhler oi lft.t ton and tltf' lJhte Ball .  :I:efrn's Gibbet and . the Goblins. 

J. famltr ., hn di9('u�d tb� 11uhiN:'\ �·ith I me �id tl11\t L(\ hf\d a goo� tal k w ith 
J titO · me n  1f ho wori4'd nt Fo" '"• Stot'k.s­
; bridge, �· h.o w<>ro in the Doll , nnd,  �tnid h0. I th4'y' kD<'W f>f'irnP. of tlu11 folk "ffho  bad seen j the ghne;t. " I  hrarq t h at ""'·eral who l iTA d<nrn IJOxlry- nnd Wadt'lny has �Pe('Jl i t , "  ! be  romtnf'nloo, " anti ro I r x re<·t WP�i1 got . [ famed lib now ;. 'Lut WornJI '., a old place 
r f(,y- &hor;ts ancl goblins, a u ' thry ! ne,-er : bOthE-1' tnf' tn U<'h " ' 
• I Olhf r �r·l� t� wl1n:n 1 t nH:Ni "ugg<'r't.ed ; thAt rount ry fullt rut\ fJ) m ut·h · about 
1 ' 1e-ririt  ral'\'1 n ;:!1'' th.-se dayfl that &ome· a �  : nf'Orly r. (ra uJ t o  �f) a n t  a t  n ig h t ,  a n d  a re  
! r.t'Q cl y  ' irl i m.� of ima.tin.at M-on . Hut · ot hrr� i tp l k Ptl f;('rlO Hh· nho-l·tt thE' gho�t. and � 
I he\'e tl-1>4'...., is " l'ntht>t h i n, in it ... 

· One lrorn t ,  by tl1f' w n y ,  thnt nNlr thia i pa.r t i,"'tl l R r  rorn P r  of \\·�df.lf'V Common tbtl 1 aibhf-t . of  Frank F(':� rn ·Tli"''J to h a ng nncl i fT'ADk in  thr ll i n ri ; an 1l t l a & t  at One time I thl11 (a f"t 11' 1\ '  Tt'.f'JlODII i bl�> fc--rr W'f'iTd atnrit!l!i 11bon t  )-, jq u nh appy l"nn l  b;� unti ng th� I 'll  rt...,. Tl.al'ro ie  onot hN ol <l  wt.ory, too, I nf a m �·�trri  .. -u,. lll llfdt>r  nn the t:om mon ; 
tJ u t  n,.l ,.u ly  Jt�mq f":t:\< t l-v to know t he· ) a rn .  � l t'i! n w ll i lf'  t l a r- ��,·, r..-r ..,.i t i ous  Aro� a�'\.t"'Dif'd. n nd �rA "'· n �  (' ol J r  .. r" bft\'(! " "  o r n ·  
n \laJ t i m f"  for any " i1 L n� t  .. t bty lllaJ'f ����·u;� to fll (' d .  · 
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CENTRE FOR CONSC I ENT I F I C STUDY OF CHANGE 

F a c k , 1 7 0 1 1  D r o t t n f ng h o l m .  S w e d e n  

"TIDAL & SEISMIC MECHA NISMS 
A ND A FORECAST OF SEISMIC A C TIVITY 1 988- 1 991 " 

by Go ran Winde lius 

CORREC TIONS A ND A DDENDA 
August 1 98 7  

Annual global seismic wave energy release ( after M. Ba th : "G lobal Tectonic 
R e la tions", Report 4-85, Seismological Section, Uppsala Univ. Sweden ) 

+ superimposed curve showing deve lopment of solar torque [ 3 y e a r  d t s p l a c emen t J  
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In comparing the above plot of global seismic energy release w ith that on p.  54 of "Tidal & Se ism ic 
Mechanisms", considerable discrepancy will  be found between the two during the period 1 965-1 980. 
Bath's curve ( based on sythe tic analysis of interna tional earthquake catalogues ) shows much higher 
leve ls of energy release, particularly in the years 1 968 and 1 9 72. 

The lack of seismic activity shown in the Windelius curve is due to over-reliance on earthquake 
lists obtained from the Seismological Section of Uppsala University, Sweden ( these showing a l l  
quakes registered i n  Uppsala be tween 1 94 5  and 1 980 ) .  Uppsala appears t o  have m issed a number 
of quakes during the late 60's and early 70's, these probably occurring w ithin the "blind spot "  that 
all  seismological stations have to contend with in their measure ments. 

Since Ba th's curve must be considered a more complete reflection of actual earthquake occurrence 
and intensity than the Windelius curve, the basis for the prognosis made in "Tidal & Seismic 
Mechanisms" for the yea rs 1 988-1991 cannot be said to be adequate. In parti�ular, the law proposed 
on page 55 - that the seismic factor should change in squared proportion to the torque factor -­
though possibly valid, cannot be upheld on the basis of the above, ra ther scanty, and as will  be shown, 
anomalous material. In other words, the latter does not warrant more than the assumption of a 
proportional rela tionship. The re lationship itself, however, cannot be called into question ; this 
has been clearly shown to exist by o thers ( eg. I. Jakubcovci & M. Pick : "Correlation be tween solar 
motion, earthquakes, and other geophysical phenomena ", Annales Geophysicae 1 98 7, 5B, [2] 1 3 5-142 ). 

Despite this unfortunate lack of stringency in the se lection of base material - for which the author 
presents his apologies -- the above revision cannot in any way affect the theore tical conclusions 
presented in the rest of the text. These are still valid as an explanation of tidal and seismic 
mechanisms. 

Furthermore, recalculation of a new prognosis, based on proportional re lationships and Bath's more 
reliable data, still  indicates very high levels of seism ic energy release be tween 1 988 and 1 991 
( approx. 40% over those of 1 949- 1 950, in themselves the most intensive years since 1 94 5 ) • • . .  

Further corrections : 

Introduction : "Umberto Eco's • • •  " Page 1 7, § 6 : "no less than 30096 from • • •  " 
Page 22 ( see a lso p. 38 ) : "Et =....(F";; . cosZum + ..['F;. cosZus . cos 2v" 
Appendix 1 :  mp changes t o  �mp troughout 

[MPtTT5SON] 



Moreover, study of !he new curve and it's relation to the deve lopment of solar torque reveal 
the intensive years 1 968 and 1 9 72 to be significant anomalies. The low leve l of solar torque 
during this period does not lead one to expect so marked a seismic reaction ( one of the main 
reasons why the author did not question the Uppsala statistics ). 

An explanation of this phenomenon can be found in the pattern of solar torque, which normally 
follows a cyclic rhythm of alternate positive and nega tive phases changing at approx. 10 year 
intervalS ( not to be confused with the sunspot cycle and other e lectromagnetic solar phenomena, 
which should be regarded as but symptoms of the forme r, more fundamental cycle ). As can be 
seen from the diagram and table below, this rhythm of torque change has been seriously out of 
phase since 1 966, suggesting this as a possible cause of the anomalous increase in terrestial 
seismic activity during the same period. 

Extract from the as yet unpublished work : "The 1 990 Solar Event" • • • •  

Pattern of solar torque phases 1 9 5 1 - 1 9 9 0, showing abnormal development 
betw een 1 9 66 and 1 99 0  ( calculated o n  t h e  basis of N A SA plot of solar m ovement ) 

Period Approx. duration Approx. duration 
of positive phase of negati\fe phase 
in years. in years. 

Full cycle 1 9 5 1 -'58 6 . 5  ( + )  
= 14 years 1 9 58-'66 7.5 ( - ) 

1 9 66-' 7 0  4 ( + )  } disintegrated 
1 97 0-'7 5  5 ( - )  positive phase Full cycle 1 97 5-'83 8.25 ( + )  

= 24. 7 5  
years 1 983-june'89 6 ( - )  } disintegrated 

1 9 89-april'90 0.  7 5 ( + ) negative phase 
1 99 0-nov. 1 9 9 0  0.7 5 ( - )  

" Here can be seen a reasonably normal full cycle betw een 1 9 5 1  and 1 9 66,  with 
respect to the relative lengths of positive and negative phases ( 6 . 5  + as against 
7 . 5  - ), although the total length of the cycle is considerably shortened ( 14 as 
against the average 1 9. 8 6  years ) .  

The next full cycle bet w een 1 9 66 and 1 99 0 ,  however, is  completely abnormal. 
N ot only is  the full cycle prolongued by 5 years, but positive and negative phases 
have disintegrated into sub-phases, thus creating a disturbing, "off-beat ",  rhythmic 
sequence, som ewhat rem iniscent of the back-firing of a car engine. There are also 
good reasons for suspecting that exceptional sun-spot activity in august 1 97 2, and 
accompanying anom alies in the solar constant during the sam e  period, owe their 
origin to this unusual developm ent of solar torque. " 

It is therefore not re markable that the Ba th curve shows unexpectedly high levels of energy 
release during this same period. Furthermore, the entire period since W. 966 has been the subject 
of considerable debate among astronome rs, no convincing reason being yet found for significant 
anomalies in solar behaviour registered during the last two decades. The solution to this puzz le 
may well l ie in the out-of-phase rhythm of solar torque, a phenomenon that, in it 's turn, can be 
interpreted as being part and parcel of the process leading up to the unique solar event of 1 990. 
If this interpre tation is correct, there should be every reason to expect even highe r levels of 
seismic activity during the la te 80's and early 90's than w e re predicted on p. 54 of "Tidal & 
Seismic Mechanisms". 

Appendix 1 : In drawing attention to a baffling, numerical commensurability, which appears to 
provide a bridge be tween micro and macrophysics, the author has resorted to ra ther unconventional 
terminology ( eg. the term "rotational energy" is usually reserved for o ther concepts in physics than 
those discussed in the text ). It is hoped tha t this does not obscure the thread of a rgument for the 
reader, who should also consider the following, alternative formulation of the proposed law : 

MT • cZ = L.mp . rp • vpZ/2 = m5 • 1:mp • C/z ( MT = total mass of the system ). 
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1 16 Prelude to the Landing on Planet Earth 
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nourishment, what your role is in the universe, how you relate 
to the Nine, what your interest is in the Earth, etcetera, etce­

·. tera. I t  would help us all immensely if you could give us some 
idea of who you are in a descriptive sense.'  

This bold and challenging formulation initiated one of the 
most informative communications they had held to date. Tom * 
began his explanation with a clear answer to the main point 
of Andrija's question : 

'We don't have a physical body, although we may put on 
a mantle of a physical body when it is necessary. I t  would 
be difficult to explain to you what we appear like. We appear 
in many forms. We may appear as a human. We may appear 
as an energy bar. We may appear as a very bright light. We 
have evolved beyond the point of needing a physical-type 
body.'  

Andrij a  recalled that a week or two ago two members ofj 
the household had entered the house at 8 .30 p.m. and had · 
both seen what they believed was a lightning ball in the living- · 
room. ' I s  that one of your appearances ?'  he asked. · · · 

'We were here,' Tom said. 'At times we use your electrical 
impulses and your lightning in order to come into your atmo­
sphere and to generate. '  

' I  see,' Andrij a said. ' So you could manifest now asuming 
that you had certain physical energies to draw upon, for in­
stance, as you suggested, the plasma from lightning, or per­
haps water vapour, or even the energy we could give ? You 
could mould this energy into something that woul� manifest 
in our wo.rld. I s  that the idea ?' 

' I t  would be similar to that,' · Tom said, 'but our technology . 
you would not understand. For instance, in the manifestation .· 
that took place in this Being's office : we have a unit that was 
placed over the office, and through this we were able to .. 
manifest a being that appeared in a physical body to her.' 
AN'Dr2-YA- ::. . . . ntt - PrN ltUL-<E:O 

71: PUHMtGH � fr (&f'4,.�VN\C� 
.. : · · lviost of the time, she said, she had been in the presence 
· ;  of just eight members of the Council, and then Tom had come 

· along. Asked by Andrija to describe what they had looked l ike, 
'. she said that at first they had looked like venerable old men, 

but when she said, 'None of you are really like this, I \vant 
to see \Vhat you're really l ike,' they had turned into 'balls of 
tight that were, l ike, pure energy, but with a soul' .  

\ 'Perhaps that's \Vhat a soul looks l ike,' Andrija said.  'Per-
haps that's what they are, all soul and no body. '  1 

'Right, '  Phyllis said . 'Anyway, they were very nice to �· 

- - - - - ----------------------------------------� 
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Ball of fire? 
SJ R - On Tuesday, 3 August , shortly after 
4.00 p.m . ,  th� Cavendish Lab

_
orat�ry and the 

surroundings were struck by hghtnmg s�v�ral 
times duril)g an exceptionally inten

_
se stor� . 

No structural damage ensued , but 1mmed1ately 
after one of th� discharges a ball of light wzs 
�n by a number of observers. Th�ir 
descriptions are not ent irely consistent but 
certain feat ures ar� agreed u pon well enough 
to enable a broad description to b� given . The 
discharge apparently responsible struck near 
the centre of the Bragg Building, which runs 
east-west . An observer on th� ground floor of 
the Moll Building, whos� back w�s t� the . 
window, saw his room momentanly �at as Jf by 
a very bright object moving past rap1dly 
towards th� west , between the Bragg and Mott 
buildings . Another observer on the first flo�r 
saw th� space between the buildings fiiJed With 
a luminous haze at least to th� first floor level , 
and on looking to the weM noticed a blue­
white light r hat he r hought at first was a 
warninsz light on a distant tower . H e  

apparently not iced n o  m otion , b u t  his 
companion in the sam� room m ust hav� seen it 
an instant earli�r for she had the impression 
that i t  was mo\'ing past and away, and 
possibly expanding as it went,  being about the 
siz� of a grapefruit � hen first seen . Three 
people who saw it after that , as it moved over 
the ground to the west, agreed it looked abou! 
t.h.t...lliLol.lhunoon , � blu��-�·.h.!J.t.in coi9JJr ,  
�·�D· brijht ,  an���s- visible f_Qr some 4-S 
seconds before suddenly \'�nish ing. 

To this ·reasonably well attested observation 
must � added that whit� an assistant in the 
duplicating room , on th� ground floor, was 
closing a small  window she was s�artled by a 
noise that made her think th� window had 
been knocked in; a bright sparkling object, 
resem bling the lights thrown out by expensive 
rock ets, en tered by her ht-ad , rebounded from 
a machine and left as it came. The window 
was in fact undam aged , and when examined 
nex: morning entirely unmarked . Both 
assistants who were ther� at the time are 
convmced somethin� came m"T�:ftb�-:roo_m . 

.. . -- . . . - BR I "N PJPP.4RD 

Department of Physics, 
University of CDmbridge, UK 

----­��--- - - .. · .. -- ··- --· -·---
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Nature Vol. 299 23 September 1982 

Ball of fire 
SJ R - I was interested to read Professor 
Pippard 's letter on his experience with 
l ightning (Nature 19 August, p.702)... _ 
Thunderstorms are frequent in the Enli!bbe 
Peninsula, Lake Victoria (Uganda) .  During 
one of these storms, which usually come at 
night time, there was a s imultaneous flash of 
l igh tning and its asSI)ciated cla ttering cras h  of 
thunder. A second or less later. several balls of 
brill iant blue l ight,  about 4-6 cm diameter, 
entered the room through a window on the 
sout h  side and "floated " across the room to 
leave by a window on the east side. My wife 
and I were already awak e  (it would have been 
difficul t  not to be) and independently 
exclaim ed aloud on what we had just seen. 

The incident occurred during the pre­
independence period of Uganda and so there 
was no air condit ioning . We therefore left all 
the windows open at night, protected only by 
the ami-mosquito metal screening. During 
many h undreds of st orms we had never seen 

this phenomenon before, even when the house 
was struck , as it was on several occasions. We 
therefor� continued with our practice of 
leaving all the windows open . But during the 
same rainy season the same thing happened 
again with the same startling effect. After that 
we always kept the w indows on one side of the 
room closed and we never experienced the 
phenomenon again. 

J.D. GJLLETI 
London School of Hygiene Dnd TropicDI 

Medicine, London WCJ, UK 
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LA B O ULE DE L'E R D R E  
Une enquete  d e  Joel MESNARD 

S a m e d i  13  j ui l l e t ,  vers 13 h . ,  « France­
Inter ) d iffu s a it u n e  n ouve1le selon l a ­
q u e l l e  « u n  ouvrier  a gricol e  d e  2 0  a n s ,  
Eu gene B e a u g e ,  d e s  Tou ch es , pres �e 
Nantes , a v a i t  d ecl a r e  a l a  gend armene 
que,  circu l a nt a b i cycl ette , i l  avait  et e 
s u i v i  sur  cinq ki lom etres par une boule  
l umin eu s e  r o u g e  et jaune .  C ette boul e ,  
d ' une q u ara n t a i n e  d e  cent i m etres d e  d i a ­
m etre,  e v ol u a n t  a environ 4 0  m etres d ' a l ­
t i tu d e ,  a v a i t  e t e  e g a l em ent observee p a r  
un voi s i n  t ir e  d e  s o n  somm eil  par  E u ­
g e n e  B ea u g e  , _  

L e  m em e  j ou r ,  d e u x  quot i d i en s  regio­
n a ux « P re s s e- O c ea n ) et « L ' E cl a ir , ,  pu ­
b l i a i �nt un a rt i cle  commu n ,  plu s  d etai l l e  
et comp')rtant b e a u coup m o i n s d ' inexa c­
t i tu d e s .  

L e  l en d em a i n m a tin , d i m a n che 14 j u i l ­
l e t ,  Eu gen e B ea u g e  s e pretait  a v e c  la plu s  
gra n d e  g ent i l l e s s e  a u n e  en qu ete  qui  d u ­
r a  d e  9 h .  a 1 3  h . ,  poussant  l a  court o i s i e  
j u squ ' a  m ' emm e n er sur l es l i eu x  d e  ! ' ob ­
s e rv a t i on p o u r  l a  reconst i tuer .  

11 faut d ' abCJrd preciser l a  personn a l i t e 
d u  tem oin : E u �ene B e a u g e ,  qui  d emeure 
c h ez s e s  parents  expJoitants  d e  l a  ferm e 
« La N o e  R ou g e  ) ,  a u  l i e u - d i t  « C a rcouet ) ,  
c omune d es Tou ch e s ,  est employ e  p a r  
J es fr eres Pente c ') u t ea u ,  q u i  exploi t e n t  

d e s  c h a m p s  v e r s  le  l ie u - d i t  « La Hous­
s a i s , ( c o m m u n e  d e s  Tou c h e s ) . 11 j o u it 
m a n i festem ent d a n s  l e  p a y s  de l ' est i m e  
genera l e .  Tou s  c e u x  q u i  l e  conn ai s s e n t  
bi en l ' a pprecient  pour s on s e ri eu x ,  s a  
g ent i 1 1 e s s e  et  s a  S ')bri e t e .  C e  j e u n e  h o rn ­
m e  d e  20 a n s ,  o u i  o a r a it en a v o i r  25 ,  
a p p a r e m m e n t  u n peu t i mi d e ,  sembl e 
d ' u n e  gra n d e  honnet e t e ,  et l ' h ypoth e s e  
d ' une fal si fi ca t i on d e  sa  p a rt ,  outre l e  
�:a it q u ' i l  n ' est  p a s  l e  s eu l  t em oi n ,  peu t ,  
a priori , etre ex cl u e ,  e t a n t  contr a i re a 
t ')ute vra i s e m bl a n ce psych o l ogi q u e .  

J e u d i  s o i r  1 1  j ui l l e t ,  E u � en e  B ea u g e  
d ecida d e  t r a v a i l l er t a rd d a n s  l a  n u i t  
p o u r  a c h ever d e  p a ss e r  l e  rot a v a t e u r ,  
s o r t e  d e  roul e a u  l aboureur ,  d a n s  u n  
c h a mp d e st i n e  a r e c e v o i r  a u s s i t 6t apr e s  
d es pl a n t s  d e  bett eraves fou rr a g eres . A 
23 h .  30, E u gene B ea u g e  r em ontait  l a  
pi e c e ,  c ' e s t - a -d i re con d u i s a it s o n  tra c­
t eu r  vers la  s ortie d u  champ. C ' e s t  alors 
ou ' il v i t ,  v e r s  s a  d roi t e ,  une b 'Ju l e  i m m o­
b i l e ,  n on p a s  rou ge, et j a u n e ,  m a is « r o u ­
ge-j a un e , n ')U S  d i ro n s  rose-ora n g e ,  a ss e z  
t ern e d ' a s pect , en t 'Jut c a s  b e a u c o u p  
moins  l u m i n e u se qu ' u n  f e u  d e  s i gn a l i ­
s a t i o n .  Le  t emoin l a  c o m p a r e ,  q u a nt a 
s a  cou l e u r  e t ,  a peu pre s ,  qu a n t  a s a  
t a i l l e  a p p a re n t e ,  au soJ eil - l evant o u  c o u - I 
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c h a n t ,  l orsqu ' i J  est  v o i l e  par la bru m e  
e t  q u e  l e  regard l e  s u pporte s a n s  a u c u n e  
pein e .  E u g e n e  B ea u g e  conteste  m a i n t e n a n t  
s e s  prem i eres e s t im a t i o n s , d ' ai l l eurs i n ­
c ert a i n e s  (40 cm . d e  d i a m et r e ,  40 m .  d e  
d i stan c e ,  1 0  m .  d ' a 1 t itu d e ,  p u i s  re specti ­
v ement 1 00 m. et 30 m . ) ,  car  i l  voya i t  
l ' obj et sou s u n  d i a m.etre a pp a r ent  s u p e ­
ri eur a cel ui  d e  l a  L u n e  (32  m i n u t e s  
d ' arc o u  .. un d e mi-d egre)  et comparabl e 
a cel u i  d ' u n e  p i e c e  d e  1 fra n c  t e n u e  a 
.bout d e  bra s .  

Les parages  s o n t  d e s ert s a c ette h e u r e .  
L a  vue d e  c e t t e  bou l e  i n q u i ete E u g e n e ,  
q u i  d ecid e d e  term i n er son r a n g  et d e  
rentrer a u ss i tot .  

Cart e  d e s  lieux p a r  J .  M .  

L e  voil a d on e  c on d u i s ant l e  plu s  v i t e  
q u  ' il peut sur l a  p e t i t e  rout e  s i n u e u s e ,  
bord ee d e  h a i e s  e t  d e  petits  arbr e s ,  s o n  
gros tracteur en d i rection d e  l a  ferme d u  
Hou s s a i s  ou i l  d oi t  l e  g a rer .  I l  s a i t  q u e  
H 1 -ba s u ne R e n a u l t  4 L e s t  a s a  d i spos i ­
t i on , pourqu ' i l p u i s s e  rentrer d or m i r  au 
h a m e a u  « Le M ei x  ) .  

H el a s  ! a p e i n e  a-t - i l  parcouru q u el ­
q u es metres q u e  l a  b o u l e  se m et en mou ­
v e m ent et a droite d e  l a  rou t e , s u i t  l e  
tra cteur ( d ont l e s  ph a re s  sont a l J u m e s ) .  

Au bout d e  2 00  ou 300 m et r e s ,  E u g ene 
B ea u g e  obl i q u e  a droite  et , dans l a  m a ­
n cruvre d e  la  bou l e ,  u ne parti cular ite  se 
produit  q u i  se repetera en core plu s i eurs 
foi s : c el le -c i , qui preced a i t  J eg erem ent 
le t emoin sur l a  droi t e ,  fra n ch i t  l a  route 
qu ' E u g e n e  va pre n d re ,  a droit e ,  avant  
m e m e  q u e  c e  d ern i er a i t  b ifurqu e ,  et se 
ret rou v e ,  par con s e q u ent a g a u ch e  du 
tra cteur .  C h a q u e  foi s ,  ou presqu e ,  qu ' E u ­
g e n e  t o u m era d u  c o t e  ou se t rouve l a  
bou l e ,  c el l e -c i , a y a n t  d ep a s s e  l e  v i r a g e ,  
c h a n gera d e  c ot e .  

A pres q u el q u es c e n t a i nes  d e  metres 
sur l a  pet i t e  rou t e ,  d a n s  l e  p a y s a g e  v a l ­
l on n e  et t res  v erd ')ya nt , E u g e n e  a rr i v e  a u  

Hou s sa i s : 2 ferm e s  e t  q u e l q u e s  b a t i m ents 
a n n ex e s ,  p ri n c i pa l e m en t  s u r  l e  cote d roit 
d e  la r ou t e .  La myst eri eu s e  et  i n q u i e t a n t e  
bou l e  s ' im m obil i s e  d e  ] ' au tre c ote d e  l a  
r o u t e ,  a u - d es s u s  d e  fi l s  el ectri q u e s .  E u­
gen e v a  g arer s on t r a c t eur d erri ere un 
h a ngar,  e s perant e c h a pper a l ' i n d es i rable 
c h o s e .  

M ai s  d e s  q u ' il revi ent  p r e s  d e  l a  route 
pour emprunter  l a  R en au 1 t  4 L,  d e c ep­
t i o n  : la bou l e  e st touj ours l a ,  elle sem­
ble l ' a tt e n d re . E u g e n e ,  q u i  a un instant  
son g e  a revei l l e r  l es p er s o n n e s  qui  d or­
m ent  au Hou ss a i s ,  y renonce et s e  d i rige  
s eu l  ·vers  Le M e i x , l a  boul e l ' escortant 
touj ours . La petite rout e  goudronn e e  fait 
bi entot pl a c e ,  a pr e s  u n  vira g e  a g a u c h e ,  
a u n  c he min d e  t e rre  a s sez c ai l lou t eu x . 
La b o u l e  s e  trouve m a i n t e n a n t  � d r o i t e .  

C o m bl e  d ' i n fortu n e ,  E u g en e  s ent al ors 
q u ' u n  p n e u  de la voiture est creve ,  le 
pneu a va n t  d ro i t .  I1 ne peut c ontinu er a 
roul er a i n s i  sur  l es ca i l l o u x .  Il gare  l a  
voi t u r:_e a ga u c h e ,  p erpen d i cu l a irem ent 
a u  c h e m i n ,  a J ' e n t r e e  d ' un c h a mp . Sor­
t a n t  a v e c  precipi t a t i on ,  tout  en et e ign ant 
Jes p h a re s ,  i l  voit  l a  boul e ,  i m m ob i l i s ee 
d erri ere l a  voitu r e  a u - d essus  d e  l a  h a i e  
q u i  hord e l a  route a droi t e , s '  ete indre 
en q u el q u e s  s e c on d e s ,  c o mrn e  occul t e e  
p a r  u n  e c r a n  s urgi s s a n t  d e  l a  g a u c h e  . 

• 

E u g e n e  a p e u r ,  tres  p e u r .  Il regagne 
en courant ,  v ite ,  faut- i l  le dire ? le Hous­
s a i s .  Il a p ar co u ru environ 500 m etres 
q u an d ,  a pres u n  petit  boi s ,  la boul e re­
parait li droite .  

E u g e n e  a rrive e n  trombe a u  Hou s s a i s ,  
e n  comp a gnie - s i  l ' on p eut d ire - d e  
l a  j o l i e boul e ,  touj ours coul eur d e  s ol eil 

( Clich� J.  M . )  
L e  tt'moin i n d 1 que l a  posit ion d e  l a  bou l e ,  quand 

il l ' aperc ut , et sa propre posit ion 
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< Dessin de J .  M . )  
M a n re uvre d e  l a  bou le 

Jors d 'un virage a d roit e  du t racteur 

voi l e ,  qui s ' i m m o b i l i s e  a nou v e a u .  E u ­
g e n e ,  renon c; a n t  p o u r  l a  s econ d e  foi s  a 
reveil l e r  l e s  g e n s  d u  Hou s s a i s ,  m et en 
route l e  tra ct e u r ,  seul  moyen pour l u i  
d e  rentrer a u  M ei x  a utrement q u ' a  pie d .  
I l  rou l e  d ' abord u n e  vingta i n e  d e  m etres  
avec l es ph a r e s  etein t s ,  puis  l e_s a11 u m e .  

La  r o u t e  e st l on g u e  j u squ ' a u  M ei x , l a  
c a m pa gn e  d e sert e ,  e t  l a  bou l e  n e  veut 
d e c i d em ent pas d i s p a raitre .  Elle s er a  tou ­
j ou r s  d esorm a i s  d evant  l e  tra cte u r  et 
p l u tot a droi t e  en g e n era l .  

D an s  u n  vir a g e , l e s  feu i l l a g e s  b a s  d e s  
a rbres m a s q u e n t  u n  in stant l ' obj et  q m  
r e p a r a i t  a u s s i t6t a pr e s .  

A pr e s  avoir e mpru n t e ,  sur  u n e  c i n ­
q u a n t a i n e  d e  m et r e s ,  l a  route qui  r e l i e  
L a n g u eurs a N �rt-sur- E rd r e ,  n otre a m i ,  
t o u j ours a ccomp a g n e  d u  curi e u x  globe ,  
traverse l e  h a m e a u  d e  Vault  (ou V a u x ) , 
d es ert a cette h eu re : il e st environ mi­
nuit .  Comme il  fra n chit  un pont , i l  cro i s e  
u n e  DS q u i  n e  ralentit pas .  Peut-etre s o n  
c onduct eur n'a-t-il rien remarqu e ? 

A un a utre mom ent ,  l e  t emoin note u n  
ephemere c h a n g e m ent d a n s  ! ' a s p e ct d e  
l a  bouJ e : pen d a nt u n e ,  d e u x  o u  t r o i s  s e ­
c on d e s .  ce l le -c i  present e ,  a m i - h auteur,  
u n e  c a n d '?  h o r i z on t a l e  sombre qui  dispa­
r a it e1 u s� i t6t , a u s si subitement qu ' el l e  e st 
a p p a ru e .  

D ebouchant s u r  l a  rou t e  d e  N ort a 
J 9u e ,  E u g e n e  tourne a g a u c h e ,  e n  d i rec­
t i on d e  Jou e . 

• 

La route de N ort a Jou e  est p l u s  im­
portant e que la  p r e c e d en t e : peut-etre un 
a u tre a u tomobi l i st e  v i en d ra -t - i l  p arta g er 
J ' a n g o i s s e  d e  n ot r e  a m i ? Non . Lor s q u ' i l  
pren d ,  a d r oi t e ,  l e  p e t i t e  route q u i  m e ­
n e  a u  M e i x ,  i l  e s t  toujours  s e u l  a v e c  l a  
b o u l e  q u i ,  cett e foi s ,  n ' a  p a s  d epa s s e  l e  
vir  a g e ,  et e st d on e  e n c ore a d r oi t e .  
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Q u a n d  l e  m a l h eu re u x  t e moin arrive 
enfin au .M e i x ,  i l  s ' em pre s se de rev e i l l er  
Al bert P e n t e cou t ea u ,  c h a u ffeur d e  ca­
m i on et  c o u s i n  des  pa tr0n s d ' E ug e n e .  I l  
est  m i n uit  v i n gt . Al bert , e n  chemis e ,  
a cc epte de  sortir  et t o u s  d e u x ,  pen d a nt 
u n e  d iz a i n e  de m i n ut e s ,  obs ervent le glo­
be,  compl etement i m mobi l e ,  a u -des s u s  
d ' un h a n g a r ,  p u i s ,  s a n s  a tt e n d re plus 
l ongtemps ,  rentrent  s e  c �u c h e r  dans la  
gra n d e  piece oil sont  � n st a l l es plusieurs  
l it s .  

• 

Une n ouvel le  fo i s ,  E ug e n e  s ort , s e u l : l a  
boule  e s t  touj ours  l a ,  t ')uj o u r s  s i l e n ci eu­
se ,  touj ours in compreh e n s i b le .  I l  r entre 
se cou cher .  I l  e s t  m i n u i t  et  d emie .  Il 
s' e n dort vit e e t , de me me q u  · Al bert , 
p a s s e  u n e  b ')n n e  n u i t ,  c o n t r a irement a 
c e  qui  a ete  e c r i t .  O n  i g n or e  done a 
qu el l e  h eure et comment l a  bou l e  a d i s ­
p a ru .  

C e  s o n t  l e s  p!itrons d ' E u g e n e  q u i ,  m i s  
a u  courant p a r  l u i ,  a l erterent  d es l e  ven­
dredi ,  n on p a s ,  c o m m e  on l ' a  dit ,  l a  gen­
d a rm erie ,  mais  l e  s ecret a ir e  d e  m ai r i e  
d e s  Touc h e s .  

Le d i m a n c h e  m a t i n ,  a s ept h eures et  
demie,  on a pprend p a r  la  r a d i �  qu ' un 
a utre r ecit est  v e n u  c orroborer l ' obs er­
v a t i �n des Tou c h e s : d e u x  rest a u ra t eu r s  
d e  La C h a p e l l e - sur- E rd r e  o n t  vu , e u x  
a us  s i ,  l a  b o u l e  rose-ora n g e .  

• 

On a a ppri s d epu i s  qu e pl u s i eurs ob­
s ervations a u ra ient et e fa i t e s  v er s  la m e­
me d a t e  et pres  d e s  m em e s  l i eu x .  L ' u n e  
d ' e 1 1 e s ,  d u e  a u n  c h a u ffe u r  de p oi d s  
l 'Ju r d ,  q u i  a v a i t  t e l ephon e a l ' O . R . T. F . , 
m a i s  d ont  le n om n ' a  p a s  e t e  m a l h eu ­
reu s ement ret e n u , c o n c e r n a i t  u n  obj et d e  
gra n d e  t a i l l e  p o u rvu d e  h u b l ot s .  



Dons le compte rendu qu 'on vient de 
lire,  Joel A1esn ard, a u q u e l · nous disons 
toute notre gratit ude, a fidele m e n t  rap­
parte,  non s e u l e m e n t  . /es observations, 
mais a ussi J es s en t i m en t s  du temoin, dont 
i l  n 'avait a u c u n e  raison de m ettre en 
dou t e  la sinceri t e, e t  i l  a refa i t  avec plus 
de de tails, au cours de la reunion publi­
que du G . E . P. A . ,  le  13 decembre 1968,  
/ 'expose de son enquete e n  L oire-Atla n -
t ique .  

· 

Apres son expose, u n  a u dit eur,  M. Jean 
L e  Flour, profess eur de m at h e matiques au 
ly c ee Volt aire,  a fai t justement remar­
qu er qu 'il  y avait  ple i n e  J u n e  la veille 
meme de ! 'observation e t q u 'i l  y avait eu 
risque de m eprise, si  etonnante que puisse 
etre cette m eprise de la part d 'un cult i ­
va t eu r  de 2 0  a ns .  

R evenu c h e z  lui ,  M. L e  F l o u r  a exa­
mine de pres les don n e es ast ron omiques 
du proble m e  et ,  en faisant les calculs ne­
cessaires, i l  a pu etablir q u 'au cours de 
la n ui t  de ! 'observation ( n u i t  du 11 au 12 
juille t ) , la L u n e  a du, a l\'ort-sur-Erdre, 
se lever au s u d- est v ers 22 h 45, passer 
a u  m eridien s u d  vers 3 h 05 e t  a u n e  h a u ­
teur d 'environ 18'' p o u r ,  finalement,  se 
coucher vers 7 h 40 d u  m a t i n ,  le 12 .  L es 
h e ures etant donnees ici  en t e m ps l eg al, 
on voit que la L u ne devait etre en core 
au sud-est et  b asse sur ! 'h orizon au de­
but  de ! 'observation . Q u 'elle ait  vu alors 
paraitre enorm e a u  temoin,  c 'est la u n e  
i llusion classique q u i  · n e  sa urait surpren­
dre,  et la couleur decrite  est de celles 
que peut prendre u n astre a son lever.  

D ons la lettre qu 'il  n o  u s  a ecri te ,  
;u. L e  Flour po u rs u i t  : 

c: L 'observateur se depla �ait don s  la di­
rection gen e raTe s ud - e s t .  11  ne sem ble pas 
cependant q u 'i l  a i t  vu la Ju n e ! 

« A urait- i l  pu ne pas iden tifier  la Tune ? 
Par t e m ps b r u m eux,  la T u n e pe u t  tres bie n 
presen t er u n  aspect b lafard qui  rend sa 
t ei n t e  u n ifo r m e .  11  se trouv e que la plei­
n e  T u n e  de j u i llet  es t  tres au sud et tres 
basse sur / 'h orizon, c 'est ·la s e u l e  epoq ue 
de l 'annee oil o n  la voit  dons cette direc­
tion,  qui parait toujou rs a n o rm al e  aux 
esprits  non pre v e n us .  

« La confusion n 'est done p a s  impossi­
ble .  

« Le temoin est i m e  la boule dist a n t e  
d 'u n e  quara n t a i n e de m e t r es, cette  dis­
t an ce lui  s e m b le con stan t e ,  le  diametre 
apparent de l 'objet n e varie jamais. C e la 
est assez c u r i e u x  pou r  deux mobiles, qui  
devraient  e t r e  i ndependa n ts, dont l ' un 
s 'arrete,  report,  tourne a droi te,  tourne 
a gauche, fait dem i - t our . Si l ' objet est 
ext remem e n t eloigne.  / 'observation de­
vien t norma/e .  De m e m e , si la di rection 
de cet objet  est fixe ( ou varie lente m e n l ) ,  

---- ---- ----· 

le ph en o m e n e  observe c:oncernant les tra­
versees de route t r o u v e  u n e  explica t ion 
des plus n a t u r e l les . . .  

« La m a n i e r e  d o n t  la b o u l e  s 'eteint ,  
comm e cach e e  par u n ecran q u i  s e  de­
ploie devant,  derient  logi q u e  s 'i l  s 'agit 
de la lu n e  devan t la qu elle passe u n  n ua­
ge.  / 1  e n est d e  m e m e  pour la barre h o­
rizontale q u i  traverse la b o u l e  : ce serait 
simplem e n t  u n  n u ag e  l e n t i c u laire passan t 
devant la Tu n e. 

« L e  second t e m oignage n e  peut guere 
etre pris e n  co nsidera t i o n ,  c a r  i l  provi e n t  
d e  quelq u ' u n  a d e m i  e n d o r m i  . . .  ) 

Notre c o n clusion sera c elle m e m e  de 
notre correspondant,  q u e  nous rem er­
cions t res v i v e m e n t  d e  sa preci euse col­
labora tion : 

« 11 n 'y a pas a con clu r e .  C h acun peut 
penser c e q u ' i l  veut e t  i n t e rpr e t e r  les faits 
co m m e  i l  l 'en tend.  Mais,  en m a tiere 
d ' O .  V. N. J . , l 'exa m e n  c ri t i q u e  des obser­
vations s e  doit  d ' etre d 'u n e  r iqueur ex­
treme, si nous voulons esperei etre un 
jour vris a u  serieux par l e s  scien t ifiqu es 
qu alifi es » .  

A leur lever o u  a le u r c o u c h er, l e  so­
lei/  e t  la Tu n e  pe u v e n t ,  don s  c ertaines 
ci rco ns t a n c es, pres e n t er de bien singu­
li ers aspe c t s, et  les t e m o i n s peurent 
comm e t t re s u r  les dist a n ces des erreurs 
stupefiant es.  

S 'i l  n e  s 'agissait pas c e t t e n u i t-la de 
quelque Fatima l u n a i re - non proph e­
tise, c e  qui  c h ange tout ! - nous serions 
pou r n o t re part e n cli n a croire a u n e  
compre h e nsible m eprise d ' Eugen e B eauge. 
La m e m e  n uit ,  e n  effet,  v e rs 2 3  h ,  A1. C er­
vin,  rest a u ra t e u r  a la C h apelle-su r-Erdr e, 
et sa fem m e ,  faisa n t  une pr omenade dons 
cette locali t e, v irent ,  au s u d-est e t  a foi­
ble alt i t ude,  u n  dis q u e  rouge-orange, de­
mesure e t  fla m boyant,  qui « colorait de 
vourpre les n u ages se d epla�ant devant 
lui > ( «  Presse- O cean > d u  15 .7 .68) . M .  C e r­
vin, qui n 'exclut  p�s l 'h y p o t h ese l u n a ire,  
devait declarer : « En tout cas, jamais, ni  
ma fe m m e  n i  moi n 'avions contem ple d e  
svectacle a u ss i  fascinant e n  soixante a n s  
d 'exist e n c e  > .  

O r. la a ussi ,  l e s  indicatio ns d 'a z i m u t ,  
d e  distance e t  d 'altitude apparente de 
l 'objet s 'accordent avec c e ll es pr evisibles 
pour la J u n e  a u m o m ent d e  [ 'observation . 

Refe rences de presse : 
u F resse-Ocean » et c< L 'Ecl a i r  » du 1 3 .7 .68 ; 
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SPOO'< tiGt-l�f J'I\YS�fERY 
By Peter Jordan and Aita Alien 

A p ioneering g roup of scientists has used the technology of the 20th Centu ry 
. to solve one of Earth 's age-old enigmas and possibly offer a solution to the · · UFO phenomenon. 
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F a n tas t ic  s to r i e s  of g h ost ly 
l ights which· frequ entl y  appear near 

railroad tracks and, according to popu­
lar i magi nation, are carried by the spirits 
of long-deceased conductors have be­
come a permanent and tantalizing fea­
ture of Ame.rican fol klore. Commonl y  re­
f erred · to · as " s p o o k l i g h ts , "  the 
phenomenon has captured the i magina- . 
t ion of Fortean i nvestigators around the 
world.  

Accordi ng to recent esti mates, there 
exist  more than 60 separate locations 
throu g h o u t  the, U n i ted States alone 
where this strange phenomenon oc­
c u r s . T h e  " M aco l i g h ts , "  of North 
Carol i n a ,  ·h ave, b y  far, received th e 
greatest �tten tion of al l ,  and are said to 
h ave been first sighted during the 1 8th 
Century. Others,  thoug h  less familiar. , 
a re eq u a l ly w e l l - d oc u m e n ted, w i th · 
many of th e conte mporary sig hting s 
h av i n g  t h e i r  roots i n  l oc a l  I nd i a n  
legends,  s u c h  as t h e  H ornet Spook 
Lig h t, found in  the south ern midwest 
region of the country. Here, as in count­
less oth e r  cases,  the belief persists that 
the l ights are concrete proof of psychic 
survival after death , and that the dis­
carnate personal ities of dead railroad 
conductors and ancient tribai leaders 
are with us today. 

Over the last five years, however, 
many researchers have sought to strjp 
away the th ick l ayers of myth and 
superstition which su rround the spook 

l i g h t  m y s tery,  a n d  h ave b eg u n  to 
employ sophisticated scientific equip­
ment and methods in their research ef­
forts. One such research group, Ves-

. tigia, has been concentrating its atten­
t i o n  on stran g e  l i g h ts o b served i n  
northwestern New Jersey, i n  an area 
known as Long Valley. Their investtga-

. tion and . findings, along with material 
gathered from other researchers in the 
fi el d, h ave yielded some provocative 
answers to the spook light phenome-
non. . " 

The spook lights of Long Val ley have 
been actively reported since the turn of 
the centu ry. One particular section of 
the High Bridge Railroad is the focus of 
the activity, a stretch of railroad which is 
now owned by Con Rai l :  The spur was 
originally bu i lt  i n  the miq- 1 9th Century, 
and was, for a ti me, a bustl ing l ink be­
tween the iron-rich Long Valley area, 
and the main line of. the N�w Jersey 
Central Rai l road at Chester, N . J. The 
High Bridge Rail road was bu ilt  by mine 
owners for the transfer of ore; the. l ine 
l a ter 'carr ied both p a s s e n g ers a n d  
freight u ntil t h e  1 930s. Today the l ine is  
an i nfrequently used freight spur. 

The legend of this local spook light is,  
indeed, colortul , and conforms faithfu lly 
to the mythic storyline found in  many 

, similar cases. A brakeman of the High 
Bridge Rai l road is supposed to have 
lost h is  hand in an accident caused by a 
mechanical malfunction. Mentally unbal-



a nc e d  by the tra u ma of t h e  accide n t ,  he 
wal ked the t racks near t h e  s i te of the 
m i sh a p  with a lantern s w i n g i n g  from a 
h oo k  w h i ch replaced h i s  lost h a nd . One 
night ,  l e g end has i t .  that  h a p less f i g u re ,  
wh i l e  s e a rc h i n g  f o r  h i s  lost l i mb o n  the 
t racks , was s t r u ck by a n  o n co m i n g  t ra i n .  
a nd i ns ta n tl y  k i l led . 

lt wa s bel ieved that t h e  l i g hts  appear­
i ng o ve r  the H i g h  B r idge Rai l road were 

a p sychic re-creat ion of that  trag i c  n ight .  
The " Hooke rma n 's" lantern sways over 
t h e  tracks,  th en , s u d d e n l y ,  t h e  l i g h t  van­
i sh e s  as h e  i s  o nce m o re fe l led by th e 
ap proach i n g  l oco moti ve . 

Th e  H i g h  Bridge iegend i s  al most i d e n­
ti ca l  to oth e rs a cross th e cou n try , both 
i n  r e ported phenomena and folk lore . I n  

a lmost  a l l  case s ,  t h e  li g hts appear sud­
denly  a nd at r a n do m ,  but  seldom d u r i ng 
h e a vy ra i n .  The l i g h t  i tself .  often a d u l l  
y el low , f l i c k e r s  m u ch l i k e  a l a ntern , 
swin g i ng f rom s ide to side l : ke a pen­
d u l u m .  G e n e r a l l y ,  it  a p p e a r s  s e v ­
e ra l  i n ches to a f e w  feet  a bove t h e  
g ro u n d . a n d  s e e m s  to m o v e  toward 
t h e  observ e r  in  u n ca n n y  s i lence .  I n  one 
i so lated inc ident ,  a you ng h i g h  school 
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student was said to h ave been severely 
burned by th is  bizarre l ight ,  though this 
report has yet to be confi rmed. What is  
c o n fi r m a b l e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  
phenomenon i s  genu i n e .  and has been 
reported by hundreds of people s ince 
the tu rn of the century. 

At Long Val ley ,  the rese arch e rs of 
Vestigia unde rtook a p rel imi nary s tudy 
of the spook l ights in 1 976, studying the 
h istory of the area,  the High Bridg e  Rai l­
road,  and a n y  accide n ts that could be 
l inked to the Hookerman legend.  l t  was 
lea rned that  Long Val ley was rural farm­
land un til 1 850, when iron ore began to 
be mined in the area.  The High Bridg e 
Rail road was.  at f irst, a short spur that 
was u s e d  t o  t ra n s p o rt ore from the 
mines to the fou ndry ,  a n d  w as actively 
used un til 1 885,  when the mines began 
to cut back on operat ions.  Eventual ly 
the rai l road added several  spurs.  to the 
orig inal  Chester branch that ran to Long 
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Valley.  1 t  was this spur that b ecam e  the 
center of Vestigia's study. By 1 899, the 
rai l road was renamed the Delaware,  
Lackaw a n n a ,  and Western R a i l road , 
a n d  ran p a s s e n g e r  o pe r a t i o n s  u n t i l  
1 934 . Th e l i n e  was sti l l  in u s e  for freigh t  
u n ti l  1 960. Today there is  l i tt le activity 
on the spu r, which is now part of the 
J e r s e y  C e n t r a l  R a i l r o a d  o w n e d  b y  
Con Rai l .  

T h e  area is incredibly rich i n  folklore, 
i ncluding several tragedies ass ociated 
with both mining and rai lroad opera­
tions. Many of these casualt ies are on 
record , but  nothing in the records paral­
lels the legend of the Hookerman ,  or 
gives any hint  as to h i s  identi ty ,  if he did,  
m fact,  ex ist .  

Re p re se n tat ives fro m Vest ig ia  col ­
l e cted b a c kg rou nd i n f o r m a t i o n  f rom 
local residents about  the legend . i nclud-

ing several accounts that suggested the 
Hookerma n  was hospitalized at a local 
i n st i tution for the insane after his acci­
dent. Local  hospi tal reco rd s  and old rail­
r o a d  d oc u m e nts w er e  c a r e f u l ly 
examined. The resea rchers even vis­
i ted the local mental hospitals in search 
of the true identity of the Hookerman; 
but noth ing could be found to l i n k  the 
lege nd of Long Valley to reali ty .  

E v e n  if the Hookerman w a s  t h e  pro­
duct of ove ractive local imaginations, 
the spook l ights of Long Valley certainly 
were not. R esearch ers vi sited the area 
several times and each t ime they were 
able to see the Hookerman's infamous 
" lantern . "  Although th e size,  s h a p e .  



speed of move men t ,  a nd color v a ried 
f ro m  s i g h t i n g  t o  s i g h t i n g ,  o ne t h i n g  
w a s  cert a i n-the pheno menon was a u­
thent ic and repeatedly obse rvable .  The 
d i rectors of Vest igia then beg a n  the ar­
duous t a sk of a massing t h e  technical  
mater ia l s ,  test  equipment,  a nd person­
nel  neces sa ry to study the p h e nome­
non proper ly .  

T h e  f i rs t ¥> tu d1es of t h e  l i g hts were 
scheduled fo r the f a l l  of 1 976 a nd t h e  
l 1 st  of n e ce ssary eq u i p me n t  was exten­
s ive . I nc l u d e d  were c a m e ra s ,  G eiger  
cou n te rs , m etha ne g a s  snif ter  devices,  
osci l l o scopes,  a Vasc a r  ra d a r  u ni t ,  re-

c o r d i ng a p p a r a t u s ,  t h e r m o m e t e r s ,  
w a l kie- ta l kies ,  a nd a s s orted a u x i l i a ry 
equ ipment.  

The team, led by Bi l l Wagner .  was 
working on the theory that .  i f  the l i g hts 
cou l d  be seen.  they s ho u l d  be recorda­
ble , ph otogenic, a nd mea surabl e .  To 
that end , the tea m. 16 in al l ,  a massed 
their eq u i p ment, m u ch of i t  at their own 
e x p e n s e . N e x t , t h e re s e a r c h e r s 
selected th e l o ca tJon for the s tudy-a 
one-mi le stretch of rai l road track . a vir ­
t u a l  s t r a i g h ta w a y ,  i n te r sected a t  i ts  
m idpoint by a d i rt  road a nd bordered by 
two major  roads.  

Whi le  team me mbers worked on col ­
l ecti ng t h ei r gea r ,  other  Vestig ia i n ves­
t i g a to rs s e c u r e d  t h e  n e c e s sa ry r e ­
lea ses . a nd rece i ved t h e  cooperati on of 
a l l  a ut h o r i ti e s  i n vol v e d .  C o n R a i l  was 
con ta cted.  and permission was g r a n ted 
to u se its r 1ght  of way for the tests . A 
l o c a l  r e s i d e n t  w h o s e  h o u s e  w a s  i n  
c l ose p ro x i m i t y  t o  t h e  r a i l road t r a c k �  
w a s  co ntact e d .  a n d  a g r e e d to m a k E­
power a va r i a bl e  f ro m  h i s  home tc t n e  
centr a l  p o s! d u n n g  t h e  exper 1 me n t s  

On t h e  n i g h t  o f  Nov . 2 0 ,  1 976 .  t h e  f 1 r s t  
Please turn to page 5( 



SPOOK LIG-HTS 
�cc;ntinued from page 47) 
of the field exp eriments was jnitiated, 
with three outposts set up.  For the first 
ti me in Long Valley, the Hookerman's 
l ight  was g oing to be photographed, 
measured, and permanently recorded. 
The team assembled on the night of the 
i nitial test was composed of individuals 
from all discipl i nes and backgrou nds. 
Within the g roup were experts in  elec­
tronics ,  meteorology, physics, optics , 
photography, chemistry, and mathema­
t ics . Wh at d i sti n g u i s h ed Ve sti g i a ' s  
stu dy from a n y  other was the qual i ty 
and amount of tech nical expertise and 
equ ipment amassed fo� i ts study. A 
total of 1 0,000 man-hours were spent in  
the search , and the val ue of the equ ip­
m e n t  t o ta l  led c o n s i d erably  over 
$30,000. 

What fol lows i s  a brief des�ription of 
the first night of study into the Long Val­
ley spook l ights.  The investigation con­
tinues in the area , and Vestigia is pres­
ently col laborating with other research 
groups and u niversities in its probe. 

On the n ight  of the i nvestigation, , 
4,000 feet of g rou n d  antenna made 
of si lver-plated fine copper wire was laid 
between the rai l s, and attached to an 
amplifier and osci l loscope which would 
detect variations in  electrical frequ ency 
and ampl itude.  Other ·  cables were at­
tached directly to the rail s  to act as a 
capacitance test ; anything metal l ic be­
tween or over the rai l s  would  register 
on a readout device in the equipment 
van . Th e G ei g e r  cou nter was posi­
t ioned at the p resu med " hot s pot , "  
and it, too,  was wired i nto a readout i n  
the command post. Other devices in­
cluded a methane gas detector, and a 
parabolic l istening device. 

At Post Two ( level with the command 

post) , a group of observers on the track 
manned the Vascar radar u nit as wel l 
as cameras· which were loaded with i n­
frared-sensitive film, and a motion pic­
ture camera contain ing u ltra-fast film.  
Post One and Post Three observers, 
located a half-mile to the right and left, 
respectivel y, were armed with cameras, 
binoculars, and radio communicators. 

At approximately 1 0  p . m . ,  researchers 
at the control van reported drastic fluc­
tuations on their instru ments. Research­
ers at Post Three si multaneously ob­
served a smal l , distinct l ight that startled 
them with itS sudden and u nanticipated 
appearance. They described it as yel­
lowish , of low magni tude, and from five 
to six indles in diameter. l t  hovered 
over the tracks, about a foot above the 
ground,  and was posi tioned between 
P o s t  O n e  a n d  t h e  c o n trol  v an s .  
Cameras cl icked , a n d  recordi ng de­
vices were quickly activated. One puzzl­
ing thing occurred, however. Although 
Post Three was in visual contact with 
the object, and Post Two was clearly 
recording it  electronically and had acti­
vated i ts c a meras to p h otog ra p h  
the.phehomenon, observers at Post One 
had no visual contact with the light. 

The osci l foscope� and other  elec­
tro nic measu r ing devices,  recorded 
changes in the electro magnetic field of 
the area in which the l ight appeared, as 
wel l as discharged of electrical energy. 

During the appearance of th e  light, 
the oscil loscope recorded a dramatic 
reaction for a period of one minute and 
50 seconds. Amplitude varied from .5 
vo l ts to 2 . 5  v o l ts ,  w h i l e  a normal 
background sig nal is  only .4 volts at 
60 cycles. During this  ti me, the normal 
60 cycles range swelled to well over 
40,-000 cycles. These readi ngs obvi.; 

(Continued on page 58) 



(Continued from page 56) �; 
ously indicated that whatever the ob- -r.t. 
s e rve rs were see i ng , whatever the -tr 
cameras were recording, _ was capable · -' :' 
of producing a dramatic change in the '.,�� 
electrical adivity of the area. ��. 

Other equipment aid not immediately -�� 
respond to the s ight ing;  no radiation ·� was evident at the time of the i ncident. --... 
Althoug h the re were no noticeable reac- -� 
tions in the rail  capacitance tests, both )�: 
the test and the radiation i ndicators be- -a 
came act ive afte r the s ight ing.  One -,2: 
thing was certain : for approximately one &-minute and 50 seconds, · the legend of ·.c. 
the Hookerman became objective real- _:f 
ity, and staged a performance for the ·.:.� 
most sophisticated audience in its h is- '¥ .  tory. � 

· As quickly  as· the phenomenon oc.cur­
red, i t  disappeared, and the team began 
to ru n through the tests to find any pos­
sible explanation for the i ncident. The 
observers at Post One never obtained 
visual contact with the object between 
them and the command post, but all 
tests , with the except ion of t h e  rai l 
cap ac i ta n c e  test ,  v e r i fi e d  t h a t  t h e  
phenomenon had, i ndeed, physically 
occurred. 

Team leaders checked the apparatus 
responsible for the rail  capacitance test 
a n d  di sco vered why it h a d  n ot re­
sponded at the time of the sighting.  1 t  
seems that one of the connections to 
the t rack h a d  been k n ocked loose , 
perhaps by some of the onlookers ear­
l ier in the evening. 

At approximately 1 0 :45 p . m . ,  a fu l l 1 0  
minutes after the visual sightings of the 
light had ceased, test equipment used 
to record radiation began to s how active 
read i n g s  from the tra c k  a r e a .  T h e  
Geiger counter recorded these read­
ings for about five seconds before re­
turning to its normal level .  This occurred 
again nearly four  minutes l ater, a nd 
persisted for seven seconds. There was 
a third and final recurrence 1 5  minutes 
fol lowing the visual sighting, this time 
lasting for ove r  10 seconds. 

The team worked on past midnig ht ,  
h oping for a possi ble replay of the 
phenomenon , but  a l l  was quiet. Finally, 
by one a . m . ,  the team leaders cal led it a 
night, yet the most dramatic proof of the 
evening wou ld not be apparent u ntil the 
p ho tog r a p h s  of t h e  l i g h t  were d e ­
veloped. 

Two i ndependent ca meras at Post 
Two ,  n e a r  the c o n trol  va n ,  p h oto­
g raphed an i mage, using two different 
types of fil m.  A total of six fra mes of 
reg u lar  black and white,  a nd seven 
frames of i nfrared were taken. Each 
frame reveals a definite imag�a glow­
ing bal l of l ight.  The black and whi te fi l m  
shows a pinpoint o f  l ight, while the i n -
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frared shows a more detailed image. 
The black a nd white film (Tr i-X) which 
was shot at 1 /250th of a second, shows 
only _a light source, s imilar to that dis­
cerned by the observers' naked eyes. 
The i nfrared fi lm .was exposed at 1 0  
seconds per frame, a nd provides far 
more detail .  Thi s  furnished us with im­
portant insight into the l ight range of the 
object, the fi l m  images showing density 
not discernable in normal black and 
white photographs. . 

Wh at ,  h o wever,  d o e s  a l l  of t h i s  
prove? I n  what way do Vestigia's find­
i n g s  contribute . to an overal l  u nder­
standing of the spook l ight  m ystery. 
Just how have they succeeded in deflat­
ing the widespread claims of bodily sur­
vival? 

To a n swer th ese q u esti o n s ,  i t  is 
necessary to e nter the r e a l m  of 
geophysical science. 

l t  is  fai rly common knowledge that 
when certain  types of · quartz-bearing 
rock are subjected to stress from within 
the Earth , ·an electrical potential results .  
T h i s  p r i n c i p l e ,  referred to as · t he 
piezoelectric effect, is applied to tele­
phone receivers as .wel! -'aS microphone 
transmitters , in which· pressure from 
sound waves p rodu ce electr ical re­
sponses in crystals. Physicists David 
Finkelstein and J .R .  Powel l ,  of New 
Yor k ,  v i g orou s ly e x p lored t h i s  
phenomenon i n  1 970, and concluded 
that stress accumulated in rocks in a 
fau lt zone over a period of years may 
change in intensity very slowly just prior 
to m ajo r e a rthq u a ke a ctivity.  They 
further h ypothesized that such stress 
may· be capable of establishing an elec­
trical field whereby discharges of elec­
tricity would ionize the air in the area 
into visible l ight. 

Intrigued by this curious theory, Ves­
tigia investigators carefully examined 
g eodesic m aps of New Jersey, and dis­
covered that a major fault ,  the Ramapo 
Border Fault, runs thrqugh Peapack in 
northern New Jersey and passes within 
a mile of Indian Point, N .Y. Jt was also 
learned that since 1 962 no fewer than 
33 earthquakes have occurred along 
that fault ,  with a sizeable. portion i n  
close proximity to th e  �ong Valley area. 
Afte r exhaustive study anq field investi­
gation, Bil l  Wagner and his associates 
within Vestigia became conv�nced that 
a definite correlation existed between 
the aPpearance of the light and local 
seismic activity. Through careful obser­
vation .a nd documentation ,  they have 
succeeded in establ ish ing, beyond any 
reasonable doubt, that the Long Valley 
l ights persistently and predictably pre­
cede reports of local earthqu ake activi­
ty, . and a re entirely dependent upon 
natural , physical pri nciples. Many. if not 
al l ,  of the mysteries associated with the 

(Continued on page 70) 
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Hooke rman have been u n raveled. For 
i nstance ,  the rai l road bed at Long Val­
l ey i s  c o mposed of g ra n ite ,  a n  ex-
tremely good conductor of electrici ty. 
Wagner has noted that the p henome­
non is most p revalent in Long Valley ei­
ther before or after changes in weath­
er, and he cites barometric pressure 
as a logical correlative factor. As for the 
tende ncy of th e l ight to recede as a 
h u man agent approaches, Vestigia be� 
l ieves that it  is fool ish to automatical ly · 
ascri be i ntel l igent behavior to the l ight 
whe n  a more sound and reasonable 
expla n a ti o n  ex i sts .  1t is f i ke ly ,  they 
claim ,  that e ither  the del i cate field with in 
the a rea i s  di srupted by the bod{s own 
electri cal cha rge,  or merely that the sta­
tic charg e  of the l ight i tself seeks the 
natu ral  g ro u nd of t h e  a p proach i n g . 
h u man .and h armlessly discharges to 
the earth . But what a bout the radioactiv­
i ty? Wagner and his co�worker�· sus­
pect that the a b normal radi ation re­
corded d u ri ng thei r i nvestigations of the 
light is  associated with. the presence of 
radon , a n  �nert, natural gas ,  which is  
apparently b led off during · earthquake 
activity. · 

\ 
The m ove ment of the l ight across the' 

tracks, though a bit more difficult  to exp­
lain,  has been l inked by scientists to 

· s u b s u rface s tre�s f o r ces wi th i n  a 
d yn a m ic state of d isp lace ment.  The 
s pook l i g h t, a ccord i n g  to i nformed 
s peculation,  i s  s imply fol lowing the local 

· faul t  l ines,  rift zones, a nd other rock 

strata that local ly dissipate the stress. 
Dr. Michael A.  Persinger, i n  his work, 

. Space-Time Transients and Unusual 
· Events, argu es that "since the locus of 
· t h e  s u b s u rface sou rces e x i sts i n  a 

three-dimensional space , a n y  move­
·ment of this sou rce wou ld be reflected, 
l ike a 'transformation of axes,'  on the­
su rface by the lumi nosity ."  Persinger 
m a i n ta i n s  that the l i g hts '  appare n t  
movement, whether pendulu m-li ke or 
ve rtical ,  is  dependent upon the sou rce's 
subsu rface position . 

W agner and h is  team members a re i n  
ful l  agree ment with the fi ndings of Per-

, si nger, and are currently ref in ing their 
research tech n iques at Long Val ley.  
They are �onfident that with additional 
research and i nvestigation, earthquake 
prediction ,  based upon ·the observation 
and scrutiny of these spook l ights, may 
evolve. into a more precise and accurate 
scie nce . 

Due to Vestigia's pioneering research 
on the s pook l ight mystery,  major u ni­
versiti es and gove rn mental agencies 
h ave b eg u n  to .col laborate with the 
group in i ts probe of this h ighly elusive, 
but natu ral  phenome non . As for the 
legend of the "Hookerman," local resi­
dents . appear to be accepting the con­
ventional e xpla nations advanced by 
Vestigia. 1t would seem as though the 
c o l o rf u l  s to ry cente red a ro u n d  th i s  
mythic figu re has begun to lose much of 
i ts original luster, and that supersfitition, 
at least for the community of Long Val­
ley, has been fi rmly replaced by truth . * 

--- - ------------------------------------------� 
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STRANG E  PIPE AN D GHOST LIG H TS IN W EST VIRG INIA 

One of our reader s 
following deta ils of 
exper i ence which took 
1 930s in West Virginia . 
share it . 

has sent u5 the 
a rather unusual 
place in the late 

We are plea sed to 

.. f-ly husband and a f r i end were walking in 
a . remote area of West Virginia , looking 
for work . It was a bitterly cold 
winter ' s  night and , as they were looking 
for a place to camp, they saw a black 
pipe sticking out of the ground for a 
height of about five feet . The top of 
the pipe was bent over at right angles 
and a flame issued from the end .  They 
canped in the warmth from thi s pipe and 
survived the night . There were no mines 
or other works for mi les ar ound. What 
was thi s pipe? 

"In the same area are the . caves known as 
Devil ' s  cavern .  The local people will 
not go near the area and say that several 
people have vanished in the caver ns over 
the year s .  My husband visited the cavern 
dlring a lunch brea k . Large r ocks that 
he threw into the caver n disappeared 
without a sound , as if they had gone 
stra ight down into a bottomless hole . 

"The area where thi s took place i s  near 
the Coal and Coke Railroad track s  in the 
Buckhannon Valley , between New land and 
Helvet ia , West Vi rginia . .. 

Ghost Lights . 

Following our p.1bl icat ion of the fine 
article by Michael Frizzell an the Brown 
Nounta in Lights (INFO Journal No. 43 )  , we 
received the following letter from the same 
member regarding an unusual ghost l ight 
exper i ence in West Virginia . 

"Many yea r s  ago (possibly the late 1 920s 
- Ed . ) IT¥ husband was working an the Mace 
Lumber Company Railroad near Hacker 
Valley , West Virginia . His fore:rran was 
Pete Genenett i f r om  Italy. On this 
par ticular day they had picked up their 
paycheck s and decided to walk to 
Sunrner sville , about three days walk from 
Hacker Valley .  They started up Wolf Hill 
and eventually came to Brown ' s  Mounta in . 
(Note : Not the Brown Nounta in in North 

Carol ina . ) They were walking along an 

old dirt road as dar kness fell . 

"They walked in the dar kness for a\,·hile 
and suddenly not iced a flash of light in 
the sky .  Pete said that a storm \-;as 
coming .  rfuen they reached another turn 
in the road ,  they saw three or four 
lights hover ing j us t  above the ground to 
one side of the road .  One of the lights 
looked l ike an oil lanter n ,  smoky yellow. 
Another was bri ght , like a gas fl ame . 
Another was blueish . The1· passed by two· 
of these l ights . Pete looked at the next 
one ahead and stopped in hi s track s .  He 
crossed himself and exclaimed "Hama 
.Hi a !  .. , swore that the Devil was around , 
t urned tail , and ran back down the 
mounta in the way they had come . 

"r-iy husband went on past the other two 
l ights . Just as he passed them he heard 
voices j abber ing , but could not 
under stand what they were saying . He 
hear d these voices all the way to the top 
of the mountain , a walk of about an hour . 
There were l ights float ing in the air all 
this time . When he reached the top, 
about fifty feet from where he stood one 
l ight fell to the ground and exploded .  
Just before i t  exploded , i t  made a clear 
humning sound as it passed through the 
air . When this l ight exploded , the 
other s disappeared . It couldn ' t  have 
been swarrp gas ,  as there are no SWaJ1l=S on 
that mountain ! "  

Cornnents : Both the Devils cavern and 
Browns Nountain sound l ike excellent places 
for some Fortean investigat ion .  Neither 
have been recorded previously to our 
knowledge . It is easy to suggest that the 
strange pipe was a vent pipe for an 
abandoned coal mine , or that it was burning 
gas leaking from a cont rol valve on a

_
high 

pressure gas l ine .  But it c.mllQ be 
something really unusual . 

And this is the fir st time that we have 
bear d of j atber ing voices and humning 
sounds be ing associated with ghost lights . 

Mrs .  Howar d ,  who sent us the above note s ,  
has publ ished a small book dealing with 
these and other strange exper iences . For a 
copy , send $5 to l-l.r s. Howar d at Box 13 4 , 
Stat ion S ,  Toronto , Canada MSM 3YO . 

. _ 


