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A double hoax?

The “Daily Express” states that a profes-
sional photegrapher (name not published)
walked into the office last Friday with the
claim that he was the author of one of tie
greatest hoaxes ever perpetrated on scien-
tists and astronomers in this country. i<z
ciazimed that he alone was responsible {cr
the ‘“‘meteoric” displays confideritly
thought to have been seen all over Englar 4
on September 6, displays that resulted in
highly technical wrangles between famous
scientists.

“The lights which were seen flashing
across the sky that night and were thcught
te be meteors,” he said, ‘‘were caused bv
the ignition of bags of ordinary photo-
graphic flashlight powder which I sent into
the air attached to gas-filled balloons.

“The balloons that I sent up, six tied
together, had reached a height of some five
thousand feet when the powder burst into
flame. There was a deafening explosion as
the balloors burst and flames shot from the
powder, and then the damp’ ball shot
through the air with a sizzling sound before
it burned out.”

Further press reports mention that the
phLotographer made the experiment for
amusement, and also with the object of i
finding whether any advertising ‘‘stunt”
could be incorporated with it. Astronomers
deciared that the phenomena observed
could not have been caused in this way.
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MAJOR BALL LIGITNING CASE

JR had an article published in the AIR UK inflight magazine.One important case
it generated was from David Bynow aged S5 and an airline operative with Air UK.
He served in the RAF from 1947 to 1974 and a detailed account of his UAP advent
—ures was secured:-

In 1953/54 he was based with his wife at RAF Changli,Singapore.They had a small
bungalow in Katong.One Saturday or Sunday afternoon there was a violent trop-
ical storm (the flood aftermath of which is shown in a picture of the house ta-
ken immediately after the sighting)(on file).In the house were also another
service couple with whom they shared.After thunder,lightning and torrential
rain there was a sudden o0alm.On telephone/eleotrivity wbres at the rear of the
house a cricket ball sized objeot appeared.It was ooloured orange and made a
loud hissing.The fozzy object then rolled along the wires and curved away from
them towards the house - passing through the open louvred shutter windows.Now

a blue/white and yellowy ball it travelled about four feet off the ground and
moved the length of the kitchen in front of them,all at a slow walkdng pace.
The house 1ights were switched off,but glowed a dull orange whilst the objeot
was inside the building and then went out again when it left.Even the flourescent
tube 1ight in the Kdtchen behaved this way.The fridge made shuddering sounds
and its motor accelerated and decelerated as the ball went straight past.After
about 20 seconds the ball arced back out of the kitchen through the same window
and disappeared over the power lines.

After recovering from the shock they ingxpected the house.No electrical equipment
was damaged,the 1ights and fridge worked perfectly and the metal bars around
the windew through which the ball entered and exited were not marked.There was
no smell at all during the objeots 'inspection' of the house.

This is a major first hand observation of ball lightning and the fact that it
was seen to form,plus its strange effects by inducing a magnetic field into
electrical equipment,could have significant ramifications for UFO (or UAP) study.

Between 1965 and 1974 he was statbtoned at RAF Coltishall in Norfolk.During that
time he observed one of the 'green fireballs' which plague'the area (see SKTY
CRASH)He says that many similar reports were collated over a long period and all
remained classified.The "general track...was from the east heading in the
direction of Sutton Coldfield™. If you knaw anybody who livea there,perhaps you
had best warn them.David B says this 'green fireball' matter is covered by the
Official Secrets Aoct! [Grunf.rtL-ln fosr noveg, m\uf’flm ke bafs of Lgh seen rv.'uhll_.’-n one 'lou.]

Northevn UF0 News  Max / Apr 1987
[J-Réu\afesj
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Horror for retired couple &%
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as thunderbolt blasts roof

by Gerald Wnlliams

A RETIRED COuple narrowly
escaped '~ death yesterday
.when _a _thunderbolt struck

the roof of their North—~

‘Wales cottage demolishing a
chimney stack. '

The garden of their neat,
white-washed hillside. home

at Cwmyglo, Gwynedd, was

showered with rubble.

And it caused a power
blackout as a massive surge

of electricity blew a kitchen.

fusebox from the wall.
Shaken by the incident,
former Glasgow traffic
rolxce sergeant Alec McLel-
an (97), and his 56-year-old
Scottish wife, Audrey,
, counted themselves lucky to
, be alive.

-Villagers -described seeing,
a  vivid: red ball- flashing: -

through the sky just before

“the cottage was struck.
Mr . and Mrs 'McLellan
spoke of hearing “an almigh-
bang” at about 1.15 pm as

t ey were sitting down after
lunch at_their home-with-a-
view at Bryn Awelon, ’Rallt
Goch.

- “I thought an aeroglane'
had had hit the to

the
roof,” said Mr McLellan.

‘“There  was a colossal

noise inside .the house as if a

"bomb had fallen, but it was

all over in seconds.”

Their tortoise-shell cat,
Kitty Puss, ran out in fright,
and her_young kitten
escaped under a pile of
clothes, while their two Ger-
man Shepherd dogs looked

-place. .

"scared.

‘Some -of the. bricks. from‘
~the chimney crashed through
.the roof into the loft, and a
“cloud of dust and debris fell
.into.. the  living_ room._ fire-.

said: “I

Mrs McLellan
rushed through to the Kkit-
chen extension and saw
rubble coming down from
the roof. My husband rushed
outsnde ”

Rubble

Mrs McLellan- said - there
was smoke coming from the
electricity boxes,. one of
which had been blown off
the wall as had their wall
telephone.

Firemen cleared the loose
rubble off the roof and Mrs
McLellan added:

“The fire-

men said we were very lucky.

to- be alive.. We did feel .a
tremendous surge of electric-
ity = we felt it and the dogs
barked. We were rather sha-
ken,” _-

Surprlsmgly, ‘said her hus-
band, none of the windows,
which are double- glazed,
were broken,

But his two-year-old Maz-
da car was dented by falling

- rubble, and a plum tree “also

ruined for this year.” .

Said Mr McLellan: “I was
brought up in Glasgow dur-
mg the wartime blitz, but
I've never experienced a
thunderbolt before.

“In the four years we’ve
lived here we’ve experienced
an earthquake in 1984, and
now this. That cannot have

_ ,happened to many people.”

[3.80r0]
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Dans le pays de Galles, les signes de mort prennent une
autre forme. Ce sont des lumicres, appelées dans la langue
du pays canlaeillan cyrth, ¢’est-a-dive des petits corps,
que I'on observe surtoul dans les comtés de Cardigan, de
Carmarthen ct de Pembrock. Ces lumicres ressembient a
celle d'une lampe, avee cette différence quielles brillent
et s"éteignent alternativement , surtoul lorsque quelqu’un
vient vers elles; apres quoi, clles se remettent & hriller
de nouveau derricre lui. Elles sont si fréquentes en ces
contrées qu’il exisle & peine un homme agé qui ne les
ait vues au moins une fois pendant sa vie. De tout cela
on peut conclure que ce sont des feux follets qui forment la
base de cetle sorte de vision. Mais il parait que la clair-
voyance des habitants du pays s'est emparée de ce plicno-
mene naturel, I'a transporté pour ainsi dire du domaine
physique dans le domaine psychigue, et s’en est fait une
sorle de sémdéiotique donnant des résultats assez surs. Car
il ne s’agit pas sculemenl, comme on ptat le conclure du
grand nombre de lumicres visibles dans ces contrées, il ne
sagit pas sculement ici de visions grossieres, accessibles
aux sens daps 1'état ordinaire ; mais il s’agit encore d'ap-
paritions subtiles ct délicates qui ne sont visibles que pour
des yeux tres-développés.

Ces lumicres ne voltigent pas seulement autour des
champs et des prairics, mais elles pénetrent encore dans
Fintérvienr des maisons. Ainsi 'on raconte qu’a Cardigan

GORRES * | n myshipe divire %

Les lumie-
res dans le
pays de

Galles.
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un des habitants du lieu, s’étant mis au lit avec toute sa
famille, se réveilla aprés minuit, et vit entrer dans sa
chambre une de ces lumicres, puis une seconde, puis une
troisitme, jusqu’au nombre de douze, avee la forme
d’hommes, excepté deux ou trois qui ressemblaient a des
femmes portant de petits enfants dans leurs bras. Bientot
apres il lui sembla que la chambre devenait plus claire et
plus grande, ct que les lumicres se mettaient a danser.
Puis elles s’assirent autour d’un tapis, comme pour man-
ser, et, le regardant en souriant, Vinvitérent a manger
avee clles, quoique cependant il n'entendit aucune voix.
11 invoqua la protection divine, jusqu’a ce qu'enfin une
voix lui dit, dans la Jangue du pays, d’étre tranquille.
Apres avoir regardé ainsi pendant uatre heures, il cher-
cha a éveiller sa femme; mais il 0’y put réussir. Apres
que la danse cut duré quelque temps encore dans une
autre chambre, les lumicres disparurent, et lui se leva;
mais, quoique la chambre fat petite, il ne put trouver la
porte, jusqu’a ce que ses eris cussent €éveillé les gens de la
maison. Le juge de paiv du licu rend & cet homme le
témoignage que ¢’est un perve de famille pauvre, mais
honorable et jouissant de la meilleure réputation. Comme
il ne demeurait u’a deux milles de chez lui, il le fit ve-
nir et lui fit croire qu’il lui déférerait le serment relati-
vement & ce fait ; mais il se moutra tris-disposé a faire
ce qu'on lui demandail. (Barter, la Certitude des esprits,
p.-1520)

‘Laferame de charge du baronnet Budds, a Llangathen,
enlra aans la chambre ot dorment les servantes, et y aper-
coit e lumiéres. Quelque temps apres on peint de nou-
veau la' chambre, et, pour la faire sécher plus prompte-
ment, ony place un grand Dbassin avee du c¢harbon. Cing
des scrvantes se mettent au lit dans cette chambre le soir,
selon leur coutume; mais il était trop L0t, et onles trouva
¢touffées le lendemain matin. (Jbid., p. 143.) — Quelque-
fois ces lumicres sont un présage pour le voyant lui-
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méme. Cath. Wyat, dansla ville de Tenby, sc trouvant
un” soir dans sa chambre & coucher, apercoit droit au-
dessous d’clle deux lumicres. FElle veut les éearter avee
la main, mais n’y peut réussir, et elles disparaissent en-
suite d’elles-mémes aprés quelques instants; mais Cathe-
rine accouche bientot aprés de deux enfants morts. — Da-
vis, aprés avoir préché un sermon solennel devant le
jury, revenait chez lui. Vers le crépuscule du soir, lors-
que le ciel était encore tres-clair, i1l lui sembla par deux
ou trois fois voir voler derricre lui, entre I'épaule et la
main, quelque chose de blanc de la grosseur d'une noix;
et la méme sensation revenait toujours de nouveau apres

-qu’il avait fait soixante-dix ou quatre-vingls pas. 1l n'y

fit pas d’abord grande attention, et crut que ¢’était le collet
de son habit qui produisait cet effet. Mais I'objet devenait
toujours plus rouge. C'était, dil-il, un fen d'une lumicre
et d’'une coulenr pure et claire. 11 détourna son cheval
deux ou trois fois pour voir d'ou cela venait et ce que
c¢’était; mais il ne put rien apercevoir. Des qu'il se retour-
nait pour continuer son chemin, le méme phénomene re-
commencait. On pourrait croire qu’il ne s’agissait ici que
d’'un phénomine électrique; mais ce qui suit contredit
cette supposition. En cffet, comme Davis traversait le
bourg de Llaurislid sans 8’y arréter, la lumicre qui I'avait
accompagné jusque-la le quitta comine pour entrer dans
ane auberge située i I'entrée du village, au moment ou il
passait devant la porte. 11 ne la vit plus, mais il fut in-
quiet, et s'arréta dans unc autre aubefge a l'autre bout
du village. Li il raconta a I'hdte ce qui lui était arrivé.
Celui-ci le redit le lendemain & quelques-uns des membres
du jury, et ccux-ci a d’'autres, de sortc que bientot il
pe fut plus question que de cette histoire. Or, il arriva
pendant cette m¢éme session qu'un gentilhomie , Guil-
laume Lloyd, tomba malade, et fut attaqué en relour-
nant chez lui d’'un acces si violent qu’il fut obligé d'en-
trer dans la maison devant lacuelle Ta lumicre avait quitté
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Davis, et il y mourut an bout de quatre jours. ( 1bid.,
p. 142.)

Morris Griffith, prédicateur trés-pieux , se trouvant a
Tre-Daveth, vit une grande lumicre descendre de la col-
line dans le vallon : elle était tres-rouge, et se tenait a un
quart de licue environ sur le chemin qui mene a I'église
de Lanferchllawddoy. Morris passa promptement de 'au-
tre coté de Ja colline pour micux voir. 11 apercut la lu-
micre se diviger vers e cimetiere, s’y arréter quelques
instants el entrer dans P'église. 11 attendit un peu, la vit
ressortir de 'déglise et s’arrcter encore quelque temps a un
certzin endvoit da cimeticre, aprés quoi clle disparut. Peu
de temps apres mourat ledils dou habitant du licu, nommé
Hizeon. La bicre sTarréta un quart d’heure au lieu ou
s'était arrctée Ja lumicre, a cause d'une riviere qu'il fal-
Tail passer, etle corps ful enterré ensnite au licu méme on
la lumicre avail disparu anparavant,

Ces apparitions se reproduisant dans ces contrées d’unce
maniére aussi fréquente et sous des formes si diverses, on
s¢ mit { comparer ees signes avee Jes événements qui en
¢taient laccomplissement, et F'on se fit ainsi, connne dans
le Nord, certaines regles dont on se servit pour interpréter
ces visions. Lorsque la lumicre est petite, pale ou bleua-
tre, elle signilic un accouchement prématuré ou le cada-
vre d’up enfant. Ni clle est grande et forte, ¢’est un adulte.
“§"il'ye‘n a deux ou trois grandes, ou plus encore, melées
avec.de: petites, clles signifient un nombre égal de morts,
pris les uns parmi les enfants, les autres parmi les adul-
tes. Si deux lumiéres viennent de lienx différents, la méme
chose arrive pour les cadavres. Si' I'une se détourne un
peu du chemin qui conduit a I'église, clle annonce un
obstacle qui arrétera la marche du convoi funcbre. Au
reste, ces lumieres se retrouvent non-sculement dans le
pays de Galles, mais encore dans I'ile de Man. Le com-
mandant de Belfast, Leathes, en 1690, ayant perdu sur
mer treizc homme dans une tempéle, un vieux prétre le

lui dit au moment ou il débarquait. Le commandant lui
demanda comment il le savait. Il répondit que c’était par
treize lumiéres qu’il avait vues se diriger vers le cimeticre.
Une mort prochaine est annoncée quelquefois aussi par
les ténebres. Martin rapporte que de son temps, & Bom-
mel en Hollande, il y avait une femme qui voyait une fu-
mce ohscure autour de Ja téte de ceux que menacait une
mort prochaine. 't comme 1'événcment justifiait souvent
ces prévisions, cette faculté lui attira cn méme temps ct
beancoup de visiteurs et de grandes perséeutions.
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Mr. Davis's Letter, concerning thé
Corps-Candles in Wales.

Venerabie Sir, S
Or your Worth, hath purchafed you that
Stile. With all due Refpects, you (hall
kereby underftand that I am one, who fin- |
cerely blefleth himfelf, to have been much
Edifed by you, as being Confirm’d in fome |
pcints, and informed 1n others, by a piece |
cf your Learned and Judicious Works,
Termed by ycur felf a Supplement, which -
proved to me 2 Complement, and which |
was Communicated to be by my Worthy
Friend, and (pecial Encourager, Fobn Lewss |
Efq; , at whofe Requeft , Iam to give you .
the beft Satisfaction I can , touching thofe |
hery Appantions, which doasitwere, mark"
out the way for Corpfes to their wwww,/
and that fometimes before the parties them- -
feives fall fick, and fometimes in’ their
ficknefs of thefle, I could never hear'in
~ England , they are commonin thefe three
Ccunties, Curdigan, Caermarthen and Pem-
#rwk, and as I hbear, in fome other part¢f
W ales. ]
Thefe #arnisuar=inour Language, we call |
Canbmyldau Cyreh (1) Corps-Candles 3and -
CZDC;C.S we call them., not that we do fee -
any tung elfe befides the Light: But ‘be-
- ~ caufe .

«
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canfe that Light doth as much Refemble

‘Material Candle-light, as Eggs do FEgpi,
{aving , that in their Journey, thefe ,Can:
dies be sodo apparentes, modo difparéntes s
efpecially, when one comes near therﬁ";
and if one comeon the way againft thém’)
unto him they vaniths but prefently appeiy
‘behind him, and hold on their Courfe. If
it bealittle Candle, pale or blewith, they
Follows the Corps either of an Abortive, by
fome Infant , if abigone, thenthe Corps
‘of fome one come to Age, if thére be
een two or three; or more, forne big, fome
{mall together , then {o many, and T
‘Corpfes together. If two' Candleg “¢ort
from_Diverfe places, and beleento met
-the Corpfes will the like, if any of thtl
“Candles be' feen to turn fometimes a lige:
ot of -the way ; or Path, that leadeth ufity
*f?:.t} watch , the following Corps -will 2%

*found “to turn id thit very place , Tor U
“gvoiding of Jotre dirty Lane, of, l'i‘Iafh 2
-fN‘QW Jet us fall vo Evidence 5° Beihg 1b088
}be Age of fifteen, dwelling'dt Lanplar, e
2t Night, fortie Neighbours {aw one of tEF
~Candtes hovering up and doivn along the Rl
Aver bagk, until théy were wearyin behiol
ang, - at laft they leftitfo, and went o B8
DR Wetks aftet came 3 proper Dol
:Frm 2osit jomery Shire; to {ee her Friehise
odwelleth ofi the other fide of thit R

pich, and thought 1o Ford the Riveria®
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1t very place, where the Light was feen 5
bue being diffvaded by fome lookers on,
( tocme it’s moft like of thofe that faw the
Lisht )to adventure onthe Water, which
xas high, by reafon of a Flood : She
waiked up dnd down along the River Bank,
even where, and even as the forefaid Can-
d.e did, waitng for the falling of the Wa-
ter , which at laft the tooks; but too {oon
fcr her , for fhe was drown’d therein. -
Of late,my Sextons Wife, an Aged Uln-
cerftanding Woman, {aw from her Bed,
2 iittle blewith Candle upon her Tables
end : Within two or three days after, comes
2 fellow in, enquiring for her Husband ,
:nd t2king fomething from under his Cloak,
claps it down diretly upon the Tables end,
where (he had feen the Candle, and what
was it, buta Dead-born Child ¢ Another
ume, the fame Woman, faw fuch 3~
nother Candle upon the other end of the
{e:f {ame Table, within few days after, a"
weak Child by my felf, newly Chriftned,”
was brought into the Sextons Houfe, where
~refently he died : And when the Sextons
Wife , who was then abroad, came home,
:hc"found the Woman fhrouding of the |
Cliid, onthat other end of the Table ;i
wrere the had feen the Candle. On 7.
time mz‘ {elf, and 2 Kinfman coming froni"
?Qr Scheol in England , and being three of::
cur hours bemghﬁe;d, ere we could reach
| . home,.

-
|

%
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home , were firft of all Saluted by fuchy
Light, or Candle, which coming from
Honfe , which we well knew, held hj
Courfe ( but not directly ) the High-way to!
Churchs fhortly after, the Eldeft-Son 7y
‘that Houfe Deceafed, and Steered the famy
Courfe. My felf, and my Wife in an Even,
ing , faw fuch a- Light, or Candle coming
to the Church, from her Mid-Wifes Houfe,
and within a Month , fBe her felf did fol<
low : At which time my Wife did telf
me 2 Story of her pwgy. Mother , Mrs, Ces
tharine Wyat , an EWglent Woman'in the;
Town of Tesby, that in an Evening, being
in her Bed-Chamber , fhe faw two little
Lights joft uponher Belly, which fhe al
{ayed to ftrike off - with her Hand, bag
‘could not 5 within a while they vanithed f;
.themlelves. - Not long after, -fhe was Delig
-vered of two Dead-born Children: Long
-fithence there happened, the like in min&
own_Houfe s but toa Neighbours' Wifep
whom my Wife did fometimes call for, g
do_fome work or other and (s I Ctedibly
-heard within thefe three days) to ‘fonx
good ,Gentlewoman alfo in this very Pas
rith s:-where alfo hot long fince, a Neighg
‘bours; Wife of mine, being great witl
.Child , and .coming in at her own Doors
‘met two Candles, 2 little,anda biggon
“and within a little after, falling in Lab

.fhe and her Child bothdyed.”. . == a8
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Somethirty four, or thirty five years by-
gone , Cne Fane Wy‘zt my Wifes Sifter ’
being Nurfe to Baronet Rudds three Eldeft
Chilcren, and (the Lady Aiffris being
Deceafed ) the Lady Controuler of that
Hcufe, going late into a Chamber where
the Maid-Servants lay , faw there no lefs
then five of thefe Lights together. It hap-
rened a while after , the Chamber being
newly Plaiflered, and a great grate of Coal-
fire therein , kindled to haften the drying
gp of the .Plaiftering: That five of the
Mazid-Servants went there to Bed, as they
were wont 3 but ( as it fell out ) too foon,
for in the Morning, they were all dead,
being Suffocated ( I conceive) in their
Sleep with the Steem of the New-temper-
ed Lime and Coal. This was at Llarzgazhes
in C.armarthen(hire. St
Some thirty three, or thirty foor years
280, upon a Tuefday coming towards home
from Cardigan, where I had been injoyn’d
to Preach the Seflion Sermon: Zncipien:e
adbxc crepsfculo, and as Light as Noon, and
‘having as yer, nine long Miles to Ride,
there feemd ewice or thrice from behind me,
ca my Right fide , and between my Shoul-
cer and my Hat, to fly a little whitifh
thing , about the bignefs o{f a Walnut, and
whac per snrervalla, once in {eventy or eight
PZ.CC;S.: At firft T took no notice Of‘i,t{‘
thinking it had been but the glimpfing oIf;_xgy"
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Titele Ruff; for fuch then Twore, byl depre

it waxed reddifh, and asthe Night drey)
on, redder and redder, at laft not igog
fatuus, (for thatl partly knew ) but jus

putus igris, both for Light "and  Cology,
At length I turned my Horfe twice G
‘thrice , to fee from whence it came, and
whether .it would flath into my Face, theg
nothing I could fee s but. when I turned
homewards , it flathed as before, umtild
came to a Village called Llawriflid, whes
‘as yet I did not intend to Lodge, though
there were four Lodgings, and one of thest
.(fave one ) the next Houfe in- my wiyk
which, when I paffed by clofe, being -
againft the Door, my. Fire did flath apai
upon, or very near the Threfhold ,apd:
‘there I think 1t lodged; for I faw .it"D¥:
more. Home flill I would go,-but bé
thinking my Aelf, that fo I might remp:
God , and - meer a: worfe Companian "thef.
my.former 2 I turned to the furtheft Lodg:
ing in the Fown, and there. after, a'littR:
Reft, in a brown brady ( becaufe mine HoR
was an underftanding. Maa , 5and Literit:
and fuch as .could, and hadbut lately res:
his Neck-Verle in pure Roman Languagé¥s
I could not 'IO{)tain 5 :bu;' DCEdS"mBﬁ,_ 14
bim of the Nifion, he the next day to{omes
- 'goingto the :Beffions 5 they toothers {Hergy
at lalt it came to :the: Judges Ears;*ifos
amuch ,:that the .greateft New_s‘,’?»anc? pO0%

-
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Apparitions and Witches. = 143"
o= at the then Affifes was the Preachers
vion. To come at lengthunto the Pitch,
or kernel, (for I have been tco long about
o Husk and Skell ) at that very. Seflions,
sne Fohn William Lloyd, a Gentleman, who
Svele, and whofe Son yet dwells within a
\ile of Glasterig, fell” Sick, and in hiscom- -
‘ng homewards , was taken with fucha vio-
ient Paroxifm, that he could Ride no fur-
ser than the Houfe , where I left my Fire
to eatertain him, aod there he lighted and
Lcdged, died about four Daysafter. Ex
abardant: , you fhall underftand that fome
Candles have been feen to come to my~
Church, within thefe three weeks, and the
Corpfes not long after. Hatlen:s de Cande= -
i1s noflris. -

Another kind cf Apparicion we have ;-
which commonly we call Taz-we, or Tan--
zed , becaufe it feemeth Firy. This ap-.
peareth to our feeming in the lower Re-
gion of the Air,ftraight and long, not muoch:
cnitke a Glaive, Mours or Shoats direct-,
ly, and level ( as who would fay I'll hit) bat -
far more thowly, than Srelle cadentes, or Star
thot lighteneth all the Air, and Ground .
where 1t pafleth, lafteth three or four Miles,.
ana more for cught is known ; becanfeno-
Man feeth the Rifing or Beginning of ic 3!
when it fallsto Ground, it fparklezh , and.
~ighmethall about. Thefe béfore their Dex?
<afe, do fall upon Free-Holders La.nc!sd..&~

= . N%‘n .':

3
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ﬂther Marryed her a" Widdow J Walkmg
“about his Ground , faw one of thefe Darts*

‘him, fhone far and fparkled round about

dYed FHRAE ”’::
-Fatber ‘Aged Ninerty fix, a Sonin Lawof

on’ hxgher Ground ) faiw fuch another:Jall
3n°2 Clofe behind the old Mans Houfe

‘which gave Tacha Light, thatby i, bedi

“yay An Hiflovical Difeourfe of

and you fhall fcarce bury any fuch with Os;
‘be Le buta Lord of a Houfe and Garden
but you f{hall find fome one at his Burlal

at leaft Wife in his Neighbour-hood, dm
hath feen this Fire to fall on fome part of
his Lands. Two of thefe at feveral times
I have feen my felf, fince I Studied Me.1
teors, and {incel was a Minifter, and nar-;

~ rowly obferved , even till theywere in tbc¢

exeey o and beaan to fall; but rheInterpoﬁ’

- tion of Grounds, marred the Conclufion

for where , and how they fell, I faw not; ¥
but where I did guefs, they fell, there
“oied in the one place an aged Gende-
man , in the other, a Free-Holder too,:
though of a Meaner Rank To come near

er home,
. My Mothers firft Husband (for my Fa-

or Piles aloft, which fell down hard- by

his Body, he took it for a Warning- Pxecc
‘made his Will , and having lived in_goo
Health, fome four or ﬁve Months afcer.

w Alittle before the Decea{'c of mine own

his, who dwelled two Miles off. ( but pps

clexr




{

Apparisions and Witches. . ‘%55

¢lezrly fee the Houfe, the Hedgcs;‘érld
ke Qaks in the Wood adjoyning. =+ <
Sir, So many of thefe Evidences, as I{aw
rot my felf, I received from Underftand-
:ng and Credible Perfons, and fuch as would
not lye , no, not for a Benefice; and your
{z.f may receive the {ame from me, asfrom
cre that was never too Credulous, nothing
Scrperftitious, and as little Ceremonious.
Thete Secrets, I dare not Father upon
Sitzn, I will not Honour him fo much ,
fo much as to Afcribe to him the Know-
'e¢ze of Contingent Futures. 1 prefume
£3c of himfeif, he cannot certainly know.
atether, or when a Healthy Man fhall
Sicken, nor wbether, or when he fhall
cye of his Sickuefs, nor whether he fhall
cye by Sicknefs. or by Fire or Water, GGe.
o>t ( in an open Country efpecially ) which
»3y of two, three, or more, the Corps
¢z:! be brought to Church, whether it fhall
Teet another Corps in the way, whether it
ta'l pafs 2 River by the Ford, or Bridg ,
bow many flops, turnings, and windings
t:rail make, Satan can have no certain
Lr}'-knowlecfge of all fuch Circumftances ,
< more, but this Candlemaker and Di-
feier of them too forefees, and foreknows
all ; and therefore muft needs be the
Creator, who , as according to the good
pafure of his Will , he hath Determined,
&< allotted 1o feveral Natioos,” their {ev:i
T




345 ~ 4An Hiftorscal Di/bourj‘g;bf\j;;_»}%
Zral Habitations’; Difpofitions :and Copdhes
ons, even fo (“as I fuppofe ) hath he vouch.
~fafedto each ‘of them fome peculiar fjon
:and "tokens, if none to fome, ‘w cE;"]
zifannot believe, and if to fome more; and
_-more wonderful than to other fome, foryy
sipart, I can give no other Reafon for it, be
“this Will. -This with my hearty Prayers for
- your felf, your . Pious and Learned-@é
- ghren of the -Affociation. - -, \
s BMEDTCTINERTY N % A
IReft,! s - asiz0nz H
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The “Tregaron Triangle”!

A few years ago, I was told of “something funny’’ which was
reported to have happened on the Cors Caron (Tregaron Bog).
The area attracts hundreds of wildlife enthusiasts each year. My
interest, though, was in something less tangible than birds,
animals or plants. The information was that unusual noises and
peculiar lights had been seen at night.

I confess to a healthy scepticism about such things. The noises
could be, I reasoned, those of natural phenomena. After dark,
such sounds can be scary. The night cry of a vixen is eerie. But,
my informant claimed, the sound from Cors Caron was like an
old steam engine. And what of the lights? Animals don’t have
candles on their birthday cakes!

Bear in mind, too, that the Aberystwyth - Carmarthen line was
closed many years ago. The rails have long since been removed.
It was June, near Midsummer Day. On that day, my wife and I
have a tradition of going out at some dreadful, still-dark hour of
morning and waiting to see the sun rise. There’s nothing mystical
about this habit - in my case it’s an act of true heroism. Thank
goodness for the vacuum flask, say I! With my interest in the odd
tales of Wales, here was an opportunity to investigate one at first
hand. Wouldn’t it be splendid to report sightings of a ghostly loco
boldly chugging along in defiance of the Beeghing axe?

So I persuaded my wife that, instead of getting up in the small
hours, we should keep awake all night, witnessing not only the
Midsummer sunrise but also seeing it set on the previous evening.
Certainly a two flask job, with piles of sandwiches. The plan was
to park in the “bird watchers lay-by”’ on the B4343, past which
the course of the old line runs. During the hours of darkness, we
would wander along the track occasionally looking and listening.
We had a portable tape recorder and a camera to capture
anything which might happen.

Even in summer, it can be cold at one o’clock in the morning.
Just before midnight, a breeze had arrived from the east. The
night was now blotched with clouds. We had made a few forays
along the old railway. Night noises were there, of course, mainly
the scuffllings of small animals. The wind rustled scrubby trees.
Late motorists were few, most people being properly abed by
now. Another hour passed. It was now a matter of munching
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sandwiches and waiting for the first glimmer of dawn. It might be
more interesting to sit in the car and listen to the radio.

But my wife is made of sterner stuff. I had brought her here to
seek ghosts and ghosts she would make us seek. We would have
another drink and take another stroll. It was only an hour or so to
daylight, anyway. We left the car for the umpteenth time and
walked up the stone steps back onto the line.

For fifteen minutes we strolled along, tired now but still alert.
There were still only the real noises and sights. We returned
towards the car.

I made to go through the small gate and down the steps.
Unexpectedly, my wife shook my arm. I turned round. Saying
nothing, she pointed across the Cors. I looked to where she
indicated.

There was a long, low light moving across the face of the bog. It
was difficult to assess its height, size or distance from us, though it
was certainly between us and the hills opposite. It glowed a dull
red. The light was north-west of us, travelling southwards. A
swishing noise came from its direction.

It’s at moments like this when a camera and tape recorder are
invaluable. Ours had been left in the car! I dived down the steps
and grabbed them. When I rejoined my wife, things had changed.
She quickly told me. The long light had stopped moving. It had
“broken up” into several smaller lights. These seemed to drift
"again but at differing paces. Then they just faded away. The
swishing noise had gone, too. I had taken no more than fifteen
seconds to fetch my equipment.

Explanations are many and varied. Will 0’ the Wisps, perhaps,
or distant car lights reflected on thin mist. It certainly was not a
spooky steam engine. We shall dub it, then, an unidentified flying
object.

And I shall modestly dub myself “Discoverer of the Tregaron
Triangle”, for as soon as I made the story of the lights we’d seen
public, more people came forward with their stories.

In 1982, two ramblers were walking along the Abergwesyn
road just outside Tregaron town. They were interested mainly in
local flowers and fauna. The road winds and climbs through a
very lovely valley flanked by steep mountains. Looking up at the
peaks, they saw what was obviously the triangular shape of a
cairn. Cairns abound among the Cambrian Mountains, and these
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piles of rocks can be either ancient or modern. Why they were
erected anciently will never by fully known. Some of them,
though, are known to be marker points on ley-lines. But back to
our pair of ramblers.

Having seen the cairn atop a mountain, their interest was taken
with birds and flowers near at hand. The bright summer evening
was drawing to its close, so they decided to retrace their steps. As
they wandered back towards Tregaron, they looked up to the
place where they had seen the cairn. It was no longer there.

Reason dictated that a great heap of stones cannot simply
uproot itself and wander away. They thought it would be that
they were simply on the wrong spot in the road. Perhaps
something was obstructing their view. For at least half an hour,
they wandered up and down that stretch of road trying for
another sight of the cairn. But it had totally disappeared.

More recently, UFO sightings on the Tregaron Bog are
becoming fairly common. A lady from Pontrhydfendigaid told me

of her experience whilst driving from Tregaron to her home via
the B4343 road. As she drove near the house of the nature
reserve warden, she saw a light of great brightness moving along
the Bog. It was not much above ground level and had a bluish
tinge. She actually slowed her car, not through bravado, but
because she expected the light to come onto the road in front of
her. However, she did lock all the car doors! She drove home
leaving the light behind her but like most of us in such a situation,
she can think of no explanation.

A tradition of the Tregaron Bog was once told to me by my
friend Tom Evans, Dolcoion. He assured me in all seriousness
that the River Teifi flows uphill whilst crossing Cors Caron. And
even stranger was the yarn spun by an old fellow who used to live
in Bronant. As a lad, he swore he had seen a galleon under a full
sail navigating her way along the river. Surely a case of too much
‘cwrw’ at the Llew Coch!

LLOWAR Y, WERY WONOERS s WALES [8orD]
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THE NATURALIST.

——
LUMINOSITY OF THE WHITE OWL.

OCOASIONAL LUMINOSITY of the white onl (Striz
Slammea) i a aubject that Is engaging the attentlon of many
residents in North Norfolk, where undoubted testimony exists
that this phenomenon is not so raroas Is generally supposed. An
account by an eye witness who hss observed it on scveral occa-

slons may thercfore be acccptable to some of your rcaders.

On the evening of Feb. 3, 1907, returning froma long walk with
my son, we crossed one of the shallow valicys that abound in this
dlstrict.  Reaching the higher ground wo noticed 8 moring light,
spparently about & quarter of a milo to the north. On waiching
it, 1t moved up and down _vertically with great rapidity upyvardsto
8 helght of some 501t or 60ft. It did thisa number of times. When
at the highest point of Its ascension it sometimes jumped up and
down 8 little, then when near the ground it three or four times
roved borizontall ve7 quickly for about 100 yards, and then
back. We watched it for about twenty ninutes, during which
time it made several ascents. It resemblcd a carriage lamp, for
which we at first mistouok it, and was slightly rcddish in the

‘The FieLp ’
Ta Countly Gentlomn’s
Nstq‘Per;
Vol Il (No.2872);
:TMU"B ", 19068;
p9- 70

centre. The time when we first cbserved It was 7.10 pm. It was

8 perfeculy calm night, and rather mild.

he cause of this light remalncd a mystery to us until the first f

of the prescnt month, when, crossing tho same valloy, I saw what
I suppo:-ed was the lamp of a motor bicyclorushingat a rapid
rate along a road that ran paraliol to he ozno I was walking on,
about a quarter of a mile to the svuth. The light suddenly
lto&ped, rosc into the alrsbove the trces, and retraced its course.
This It continued to do, frequently rising some 2Uft. to 40{t., and
ss rapidly descending. My groom'’s cottage belng near, 1 called
bim and his wile out to see it. I then hastencd to my bouse,
about hall a mile off. From tho atUc windows my sun snd my-
sclf and threo scrvants watched the light for some minutes. Ay
son and I then went ont to the road ncar which tho Jight was
moving. Having rcached a favourable position forobservation, we
watched tho erratic course of the light. [ called a very intellizent
man from a cottage near by, and we all wawched it; onco wo
distinctly saw two moving lights. We then went acrossthe ficld In its
direction, but It moved away from us. Wo thon got through a
thick fenco with a ditch of water on the other side, and, it boing
pltich dark, made somo noiso in doing su, when the light dis-
appeared. About 10.30 tho same evening I again took up 8
position as befure, and aflter walting about ten minutes the light
emerged fron: 8 covert about 20v yards distant, and kept moving
tu and fro orver the ground, sonictimes approaching within
50 yards of where I was aianding. It then alighted on the
ploughed fleld, rose after a few seconds, and again lT!ghled In the
saxme fleld abuut 100 yur.dsoff. Trice it passcd acruss the ficld of
iny teluscopo, but the tune was so short 1 could only discern what
Jouked like a larger lamp. A slight mist hung over the ground.

The next tine 1 observed it was onthe 22nd, about 7 p.m. I was
near the houso of the squire to whcm the ad joining land belonged.
I called at his house. and hia wife and daughtcr cawe out with me
and watched it. Wec had an excellent view of it moving along the
valley, when something appeared to alarw It, and it rose rapidly
to a height of 100ft. or more, and was lost to aight about half a
mile to tup west.

On thef25th, 26th, and 25th it was seon by mysell and several
other persons whose veracity is undoubted, but It was on the 20th,
when the doctur and his son joined me {n a tour of lospection,
that we wero rewarded with the best display. T'he evening was
dark, and as the bird lssncd from the covert its lurinosity
scomed to have cousiderably increased, I:thlng “¢f tho brauchus
of the trees as it flew backwards and forwards, occasionall
moununf over their tops. After watching it for more than hal
ao hour it was joined by a companion bardly so bright, which
flesv about 100 yards behind it. As they appearedoneoncach sido
of a copse It wae one of tho most curious aud pretty sights we cver
bcheld. ‘I'bey tinally disappeared in the trecs aurrounding a
church near which, 1 believe, is thclr diurnal abode.

For vbvious rcasvns 1 rofraln froin fh-lng the names of persons
or placcs. 1 am inclined to think the Inminosity of the whito owl
13 not so rare a phenomenon as wo supposc, and that It is tho basis

of many storles Ia which tho Ianuzm-nu}n{ corpsecandies, and '

will-o’-the wisps play an Important part. ) further invesugation
bo judiclously pursucd it may rciuve somo of the errors and
superstition stlll existing @mongst our rural population,
and help to preserve a most useful and Iotcresting group
of birds now thrcatened with extinction. Un making
foquincs of country fulk 1 havo elicited the following
remarkable atories of moring lights. A groom when In his
former eniploy oftcn saw tiwvo lights morving over 8 pond and
golng up and Jown. An oldsoldlier,anda Mutlny veteran, while
1o somo meadows one evening saw a bright light moving alonga
Une. It thcn came towards bim, and when a few yards off went
bhigh up into thoair andaway. Hiswife when & young woman
saw a * lanterc-inan” moving down a mcadow ; it stopped in a
tree overhanging a pund and quite it up the tree, and sue could
goe it moving from branch to branch, but It so scared her that
aho gathered up hcr skirts and ran home. A servant at the
yectory states that luminous owls are somctimes seen in the woods

sbout her hore nut far from Cromer. The old people call them !

lampmen,” and sre afrald of themn. A lano there Is called
Lampinen Lahe, frumn the frequent  currence there. Not long
820 her brother was walking out at night with a fricnd and eaw
s bright light on tho roal, which he touk to be a bicycle lamp.
On approaching it it wwent into a covert cluse by,

\
tince writing the above 1 had another opportunity of watching
the birdson Jsn. 7 at .30 p.m. with my wi % the squlro, his wife, !

son aund dauvghtcr, aud two friends. Tho display was quite as
b:llfht as on former occasions, the tiwvo binis hawking along the
valley for twonty minutes, when they scparated, vne fiying to the
south, the other to tho north, passioy overhzad somo Guft. fromn tho
ground. I am very anxious fo asceriain tho cause of this display,
and 1 bope sume of your rcaders will be able to eluctdal?’ u.v -
R.J.W.D,

[D. CLARKE ]
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| WELSH" MYSTERY. |
PIOUS VILLAGERS WATCI
THE SKY. '

INVESTIGATING TIIE, STRANGE
~ LIGHTR

The myxtrrious lights of {Velrs have nnt
brep genernlly ecen in the littls Merioneth
villazo of EZryn ainco Baturday night. They
apprar irregularly, and the lost two duys
bave been blank to the watchers.

1 went four milea to Arthog hs! night,
where M. Mary Joom wne to pray and
preach, telegraphs our spxcinl cormajpon-
dent. In the pulpit of the chapel 1 saw
Mre. Jonma, o thin, middle-agrd woman in
A blark drema, who, with ber handa elagpr~l
behind her back, ber eyem on sjace, stood
rlowly ewaying to and fro ax sb old man
prayed. .

Outaida the cbhaprl in the rad stow] a
littlo group of watchem with efyed on the
towering trenclnd aidea of Cuuler Jdrin,
which rosn almost shrer from the little
chapri.  They kept their eyes upwarda on
the towering mountnin slofww, exprcling the
myrtrrions lights, which they regarded as
Divioe, to appear above the chapel in which
Mra. Jonrs wns praying. 'l watched too,
but aaw them not.

I a~commpanird Mrx. Jonm to the chapel,
riding by tmin from Barmouth and wolk-
ing from Arthog station, a dislance of half -
a milon. I saw no light. The night was
dirty, the tops of the mountain, asxrpt by
mists, wrre conomlad, bat the lower slopm
were blark only with the darkna= of pigbt,
and a light could casily bave breen ecen.
I saw none, :

WAITING TOR TIIE LIGHTS.

I walked back by the monntain side to
Barmouth. Nono of the myetrrious lighte
weee to be seen. On reoching Rarmouth,

jiunt befora eleven o'clock, I found hondreds
of prople oo the beach singing Weleh hymna
and waiting for the arrival of Mrs. Jonea
with her attrodant lighte, They wero fated
to disappointment, for Mra. Jones had told
me earlicr in the eveping that she was slay-
ing in Arthog for the night.

On Bunday night I tramped the mcadows
and the roadway from balf-past eeven till
penarly eleven ecarching the countryside for
rome sign of the brilliant lighta of the night
before. I maw nothing. An old Iady I met
on the road profecsnl to explain their
abernce, pointing ont that therea waa no eer-
vice that night at the little Egryn chaprl
in the nrigbbourhond of which they fre
.quently apprar. 8he furlher remarked that |
| Mrs. Mary Jones had not gone out on horl‘
,mission work that night. contenting heraclf
with bring merely one of tho congregation !
at Dyfiryn Chapel.: . '

Later I saw Mre. Jonw harmelf, and asked '
her if the lights always apprared on bright
moonlight nights. euch as Baturday, or
.whether they came ea well on tho dark,
ovorost nighta like tho preeent. "They;
.come all kinds of nights,” she said, “dark .
and light. 1 saw ono to-night on my way .
:to Dyfiryn, Pcrhaps you bavcn, been !
| that way.” - - ;e - :
I I- acknowledgrd that I_had ret, having
ikart in the neighbourhoed of Ay, . -
> "Y1 was sccommnisd bamo by them -on

turday ‘pight.” sha sadid, * and bad ono
right in the carriage.” > - - -

‘ £T. FLMO'S FIRE.
To the BAltor of the * Daily Mall.”

Sir,—I bave mad with grent interrst your
‘article upon the mysterious lights which
have made their appearanco 1o Egr: n,
:Wales. May I ventur o ruggeet that they
are a pew phasc of what at eca, esprcially
in the tiopice, is known as 8. Elmo’s Hire?

This is apparcntly a epontancous ont-
burst of static clrciricity, and is often to
be seen at the masthcads and bowsprits of
veasrls mailing o tropical countrics. Tbe
description you give of the fre seen in
Egryn tallhin nlmost exsctly with that
Kisen sailors whn have Leen witnerses
of this Bt. Eimo's )iire. I hope this ex-
planation of the pbenomenon arcording to
natural erience may jrove of intervet to
your rcadera ’

g -

C Roponirn M. Mayes,
Collington, DBexhill-on-Bea, Susscx.

[p.c LPRIKE ]|
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' THE WEISH LIGHTS

POSSIBLY DUCE TO MARSH GAS.

l
|
Tho appesranco of s scientific investd-!
gator at tho Welsh willage of Egryn co-!
incides with the “disappearance of the'
mysterious lights and balle of fire which!
_ the superstitious have associated with the .
{ religious ministrations of a woman re-
vivalist, _
Another night’s watch by Mr. Redwond,
the rcientist who was engaged by the
“Daily Mail” to inveatigate the matter,
haa boen productive of no result. e re-
ports aa follows: —
“1 nm convinced that no reliance can!
bo placed upon the statements of nativea.
I have gravo doubts whether they havp
kcen anything beyond ordinary farm Jan-
terns, distorted by mist arising from the
-marsh which encirelrs Mrs, Mary Jones's
hou:n,
“It is an ideal locality for the pro-
duction of phosphuretted hydrogen or
Joarsh gas, although 1 bave not detected
its presence during my stay. “This gas is
frequently self-ignited, and the fiames,
although vagne and elucive In character
whert seen through a slight haze of mist,
might give rice to many stories of the so-
called heavenly manifest ations.
. “On the whole, I am inclined to regard
i the reports of the natives as grossly ex-
la gerated, and to suspect a few will-o'-
the-wisps, leavened by a little practical
joking with lanterne.” '

D.C LARKE
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‘THE WOMAN IN WHITE|
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:Worrall Ghest Layers and the'
* Llusive Lady.”

Unusund anteract has been arensed by
the Waorredt ghort afory, winh andey
Jthe hewdiog ot 'The Wamun in W ln!e."
‘;'vl'l""lﬂ-fl m  the = lodependent ™ ou’
Phuraday last. Several more residonts e

Waddles wnd Worrall distriore declary
that they Tuve wwn the “dranpe viator.™
who, acording to the stines  current,
Vhatings the Waorradl to Loates road ot the
end of Wadsley Commaon.

Hundrads  of jeopla hanve ane Jout.
nexed th the spot st night to iategs
curionity or to take part in ghest hunt-
. Not w few of them were tomntolk.
Much amusement hos ven aronsed, aml.
among the villizers of thooe lantly paats,
not a hittle uncaving. ’

Severar theorie are advanced for the
ongin of the ghost -or (he story!  Oige,
Rhich n very popular, ic that Some! ody
has boen mbsgoerading as a vhont: and
not & fen qersobs are inchned o leheve
A story carrent that men wha have been
wning a bt (or outhmilding) for gam®ling
purposes are gmnlty of conjanmg up g
chost in the distiict to kenp awny  in-
truders. Noo least amning of A1l i the
asertion fhat a farmer ha< «het a white
owl, wineh s supposed to te Pev probsiie

Vet creoting fear wud appantions in Jhri
§

minds of timid folk. But the white owd
thamy W very o oanctent,  and hae
amnted for teo many ghoe ts,
Mianwiiile 00 CTive” intereet in RAITIR
and «picits is Meing maintained ip ot

anvineg

|
|

priss g e number of men whe .
o bav 1ha waman in wlhitowe

'
achipdonta ac coependags il
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WOMAN IN WHITE.
[Stories of a Ghost  on
}\_’adsleyv Common. !

- ——

VILLAGERS A-TALKING,

Anézhtr ghimt Las walled., Ae a N‘qulrl,
wany country folk " in Worrall and the
udjaGent dictricts of Wadsley and Loxley
ure more o leex excitesd. “The mystic
viciter. £0 the story goms, ¢ & woman'in
white who ghdes about silently and now
and o¢ain rajwes her arms in lamept or im-
precations. Some people say she occas:on-
ally moans a« if in trouble. T

Acpording to the villagers the ghost ap-
peary to have its home on Wedsley Com-
mon~—a wild, hilly, cragstrewn woste, over-
grown  with lLracken and  heather, and
clothed with trees in parts—and bsunta
the viotnity. of the Worrall to ley road
vnear the old pit workinze. Folk  who
claim to Liave enconntered the kgost atata
that it was first enen on Sunday week lnst,
and that it walks abroad he{v(u‘n the
wouts of ¥ and 11 o'pights i :

{ On the Track of the Ghost.

Ar “Independent”’ repreentgtive  who
uiade inveetigatione yeetendoy » into  the
“mnailestations” () ‘woe 10ld the 82y
by a man naiued Clatence Swain, who is
emploved on a farm in that part of;tb.a
country.  ITe was accempanied by | his
«ister, whn was 8 numsa 1o Rotberbam
prier 1, the war, and hiad bren payiog bim
a viait, as she was ‘just Jdemokbed after
serving on the Rbine. !

= \Ce were making our war for Hitldbro®
when we saw it,” he said. * When we got
against the lane end that comes from the
firld road to Hradtield she clutched at my
arm, and, upset.like, sereamed: ‘Oh, look,
Clar?  Aovd wlem 1 lovked there was
sorwething white coming -across, like a
lvrrmmn. wuybe, holding her arms up. T hew
it ¥aniabed acros= by the pld pit. 1t ¢oared
imo‘_n'gh(, and my siater couldn’t (n%k for
ta Wit, as she war very ‘ feared.””

To. the rugrestion tbat they were ner-
voiis in the dasrknews and lonelinems, Le
‘“‘Ph«]i * Mo nervous! 1 was never Yeared'
lIm ore of man or spirits, but if that wasn’t
‘a kpirit I'm beat.”) “Or a. white cow,”
+ I ndded, but he wae not out for joking,
and replied: “ Coxs d.n’t zlida over walls.’
" A gennpister miner vamed John Gra¥-
son, who livea in a cottage on the hill-
side. also clrims to lbave secn the ghost
walk a few daye ago r tho same epot
waving ite arms as if in despgir. Villagers
interviewed gave variad versions of the
story, without being sable to explain why
the ghont waa suppo:ed to ba a woman;
ard ope lenrnt that theso “strange haP-
pouings™ had been much dier sced 8t the
Shoulder of Mutton and the Bihie Ball.

:Fegrn's Gibbet and. the Gobljus.

A farmier who diecursed the rubjem wilh
ime #aid that lLe had a gond talk with
i two 'mien who worked at Fox’a, Btocks-
bridge, who wero in the Boll, and, erid he,
{they'kpew erane of the folk who bad seen
.the ghost. 1 Lrara that several wbo live
"down Loxley and Wadsley has eeen it.”
;he commented, *and eo 1 expect we’il got|
 famed like now; Lut Worrull's a old place
"for ghosts and gobliny, an’ they: never
bother me much.” !

. | Other people to wham T talked suggested

that country fulk read & much abnut
(“'epirit rappings” these daye that solne are
-nearly sfraid to go ont at night, and are
{eeady victims of imagination. But others
jtrlked merioasly aboit the ghost, and be-
lieve there is " sofiething in it.”

- One learnt, by the way, that near thia
'ipa:lic'ulnr ecaroer of Wadeley Common tbe
| gibbet of Trank Fearn nerd to hang and
tereak in the wind; and that at gne time
this fart was responsible for weird storics

about hie unbappy coul haunting thnse

parts. There is gnather old story, too,
of a myaterious mnurder on the Common;
nut nobody eeems exactly to know the
jarn.  Meanwhile tha auperditions aro
lL‘\l’D\l‘d. and hrawny ¢olhere have #worn.

n bad time for ans “glest™ they may}
i‘lmurv to et R ! i

-t —_—————
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CENTRE FOR CONSCIENTIFIC STUDY OF CHANGE
Feck, 170 11 Drottningholm, Sweden
"TIDAL & SEISMIC MECHANISMS
AND A FORECAST OF SEISMIC ACTIVITY 1988-1991"
by Goran Windelius
CORRECTIONS AND ADDENDA
August 1987 i
. PROGNOSIS
Annual global seismic wave energy release ( after M.Bdth : "Global Tectonic ,"
1024 Relations", Report 4-85, Seismological Section, Uppsala Univ. Sweden ) "'
erg + superimposed curve showing development of solar torque (3ayesr displacement) N
. "’
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In comparing the above plot of global seismic energy release with that onp. 54 of "Tidal & Seismic
Mechanisms", considerable discrepancy will be found between the two during the period 1965-1980.

Bdth's curve ( based on sythetic analysis of international earthquake catalogues ) shows much higher
levels of energy release, particularly in the years 1968 and 1972.

The lack of seismic activity shown in the Windelius curve is due to over-reliance on earthquake
lists obtained from the Seismological Section of Uppsala University, Sweden ( these showing all
quakes registered in Uppsala between 1945 and 1980 ). Uppsala appears to have missed a number
of quakes during the late 60's and early 70's, these probably occurring within the "blind spot" that
all seismological stations have to contend with in their measurements.

Since Bdth's curve must be considered a more complete reflection of actual earthquake occurrence
and intensity than the Windelius curve, the basis for the prognosis made in "Tidal & Seismic
Mechanisms" for the years 1988-1991 cannot be said to be adequate. In particular, the law proposed
on page 55 — that the seismic factor should change in squared proportion to the torque factor --
though possibly valid, cannot be upheld on the basis of the above, rather scanty, and as will be shown,
anomalous material. In other words, the latter does not warrant more than the assumption of a
proportional relationship. The relationship itself, however, cannot be called into question ; this

has been clearly shown to exist by others ( eg. I. Jakubcova & M. Pick : "Correlation between solar
motion, earthquakes, and other geophysical phenomena", Annales Geophysicae 1987, 5B, [2] 135-142 ).

Despite this unfortunate lack of stringency in the selection of base material — for which the author
presents his apologies -- the above revision cannot in any way affect the theoretical conclusions
presented in the rest of the text. These are still valid as an explanation of tidal and seismic
mechanisms.

Furthermore, recalculation of a new prognosis, based on proportional relationships and Bdth's more
reliable data, still indicates very high levels of seismic energy release between 1988 and 1991

( approx. 40% over those of 1949-1950, in themselves the most intensive years since 1945 ) ....

Further corrections :

Introduction : "Umberto Eco's..." Page 17, §6 : "no less than 300% from ..."
Page 22 (see also p. 38 ) : "Et =\[Fpm . cosTupy, + ‘/Fs . cosTug . cos 2v"

Appendix 1: m, changes to Emp troughout

[ MATTssON |




Moreover, study of the new curve and it's relation to the development of solar torque reveal
the intensive years 1968 and 1972 to be significant anomalies. The low level of solar torque
during this period does not lead one to expect so marked a seismic reaction ( one of the main
reasons why the author did not question the Uppsala statistics ).

An explanation of this phenomenon can be found in the pattern of solar torque, which normally
follows a cyclic rhythm of alternate positive and negative phases changing at approx. 10 year
intervals (not to be confused with the sunspot cycle and other electromagnetic solar phenomena,
which should be regarded as but symptoms of the former, more fundamental cycle ). As can be
seen from the diagram and table below, this rhythm of torque change has been seriously out of
phase since 1966, suggesting this as a possible cause of the anomalous increase in terrestial
seismic activity during the same period.

Extract from the as yet unpublished work : "The 1990 Solar Event" ....

Pattern of solar torque phases 1951-1990, showing abnormal development
between 1966 and 1990 ( calculated on the basis of NASA plot of solar movement )

Period Approx. duration Approx. duration
of positive phase of negative phase
in years. in years.
Full cycle 1951-'58 6.5 (+)
= 14 years 1958-'66 7.5 (-)
iggg-’;g 4(+) disintegrated
o 5(-) ositive phase
Full cycle 1975-'83 8.25 (+) i i
= 24.75 -
years 1983—]un.e .89 6(-) disintegrated
1989-april'90 0.75 (+) negative phase
1990-nov. 1990 0.75 (-)

"Here can be seen a reasonably normal full cycle between 1951 and 1966, with
respect to the relative lengths of positive and negative phases ( 6.5 + as against
7.5 - ), although the total length of the cycle is considerably shortened ( 14 as
against the average 19.86 years).

The next full cycle between 1966 and 1990, however, is completely abnormal.

Not only is the full cycle prolongued by 5 years, but positive and negative phases
have disintegrated into sub-phases, thus creating a disturbing, "off-beat", rhythmic
sequence, somewhat reminiscent of the back-firing of a car engine. There are also
good reasons for suspecting that exceptional sun-spot activity in august 1972, and
accompanying anomalies in the solar constant during the same period, owe their
origin to this unusual development of solar torque. "

It is therefore not remarkable that the Bdth curve shows unexpectedly high levels of energy
release during this same period. Furthermore, the entire period since ¥ 966 has been the subject
of considerable debate among astronomers, no convincing reason being yet found for significant
anomalies in solar behaviour registered during the last two decades. The solution to this puzzle
may well lie in the out-of-phase rhythm of solar torque, a phenomenon that, in it's turn, can be
interpreted as being part and parcel of the process leading up to the unique solar event of 1990.
If this interpretation is correct, there should be every reason to expect even higher levels of
seismic activity during the late 80's and early 90's than were predicted on p. 54 of "Tidal &
Seismic Mechanisms".

Appendix 1 : In drawing attention to a baffling, numerical commensurability, which appears to
provide a bridge between micro and macrophysics, the author has resorted to rather unconventional
terminology ( eg. the term "rotational energy" is usually reserved for other concepts in physics than
those discussed in the text ). It is hoped that this does not obscure the thread of argument for the
reader, who should also consider the following, alternative formulation of the proposed law :

Mt . ¢ = Smp - Tp - vp2/2 = mg . Jmp . Cy, (Mg = total mass of the system ).
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HoLReoYD 5.
116 ~  Prelude to the Landing on Planet Earth

nourishment, what your role is in the universe, how you rclate
to the Nine, what your interest is in the Earth, etcetera, etce-

- tera. It would help us all immensely if you could give us some
idea of who you are in a descriptive sense.’

This bold and challenging formulation initiated one of the
most informative communications they had held to date. Tom
began his explanation with a clear answer to the main point
of Andrija’s question:

‘We don’t have a physical body, although we may put on
a mantle of a physical body when it is necessary. It would
be difficult to explain to you what we appear like. We appear
in many forms. We may appear as a human. We may appear
as an energy bar. We may appear as a very bright light. We
have evolved beyond the point of needing a physical-type
body.’

Andrija recalled that a week or two ago two members of
the household had entered the house at 8.30 p.m. and had
both seen what they believed was a lightning ball in the llvmg-
room. ‘Is that one of your appearances?’ he asked.

‘We were here,” Tom said. ‘At times we use your electrical
impulses and your lightning in order to come into your atmo-
sphere and to generate.’

‘I see,” Andrija said. ‘So you could manifest now asuming
that you had certain physical energies to draw upon, for in-
stance, as you suggested, the plasma from lightning, or per-
haps water vapour, or even the energy we could give? You
could mould this energy into something that would manifest
in our world. Is that the idea?’

‘Itwould be similar to that, Tom said, ‘but our technology

you would not understand. For instance, in the manifestation
that took place in this Being’s office: we have a unit that was

placed over the office, and through this we were able to |

manifest a being that appeared i in a physical body to her.
ANOR YA = « 13- AN AULCEO
K PUHARICH Er CEMMVNCRTIR.

Most of the time, she said, she had been in the presence
of just eight members of the Council, and then Tom had come
along. Asked by Andrija to describe what they had looked like,
she said that at first they had looked like venerable old men,
but when she said, ‘None of you are really like this, I want
to sce what you’re really like,” they had turned into ‘balls of
light that were, like, pure energy, but with a soul’.

‘Perhaps that’s what a soul looks like,” Andrija said. ‘Per-

- haps that’s what they are, all soul and no body.’

X

‘Right,” Phyllis said. ‘Anyway, they were very nice to me.

[ KorTMEYVER ]




Nature Vol. 298 19 August 1982

Ball of fire?

S;rR — On Tuesday, 3 August, shortly after
4.00 p.m., the Cavendish Laboratory and the
surroundmgs were struck by lightning several
times during an exceptionally intense storm.
No structural damage ensued, but immediately
after one of the discharges a ball of light was
seen by a number of observers. Their
descriptions are not entirely consistent but
certain features are agreed upon well enough
to enable a broad description to be given. The
discharge apparently responsible struck ncar
the centre of the Bragg Building, which runs
cast-west. An observer on the ground floor of
the Mott Building, whose back was to the
window, saw his room momentarily lit as if by
a very bright object moving past rapidly
towards the west, between the Bragg and Mott
buildings. Another observer on the first floor
saw the space between the buildings filled with
a luminous haze at least to the first floor level,
and on looking to the west noticed a blue-
white light that he thought at first was a
warning light on a distant tower. He

apparently noticed no motion, but his
companion in the same room must have seen it
an instant earlier for she had the impression
that it was moving past and away, and
possibly expanding as it went, being about the
size of a grapefruit when first seen. Three
people who saw it after that, as it moved over
the ground to the west, agreed it looked about
the size of the moon, was blue-white in colour,
very bright, and was visible for some 4-5
seconds before suddenly vanishing.

To this reasonably well attested observation
must be added that while an assistant in the
duplicating room, on the ground floor, was
closing a small window she was s:artled by a
noise that made her think the window had
been knocked in; a bright sparkling object,
resembling the lights thrown out by expensive
rockets, entered by her head, rebounded from
a2 machine and left as it came. The window
was in fact undamaged, and when examined
nex: morning entirely unmarked. Both
assistants who were there at the time are
convinced somet hing came 1rto The Toom.

h Brian Pipp.arD
Department of Physics,
University of Cambridge, UK

[ Lo T Priidic ]
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Nature Vol. 299 23 Sepiember 1982

Ball of fire

Sir — ] was interested to read Professor
Pippard’s letter on his experience with
lightning (Nature 19 August, p.702).
Thunderstorms are frequent in the Enidbbe
Peninsula, Lake Victoria (Uganda). During
one of these storms, which usually come at
night time, there was a simultaneous flash of
lightning and its asspciated clattering crash of
thunder. A second or less later, several balls of
brilliant blue light, about 4-6 cm diameter,
entered the room through a window on the
south side and “*floated’’ across the room to
leave by a window on the east side. My wife
and | were already awake (it would have been
difficult not to be) and independently
exclaimed aloud on what we had just seen.
The incident occurred during the pre-
independence period of Uganda and so there
was no air conditioning. We therefore left all
the windows open at night, protected only by
the anti-mosquito metal screening. During
many hundreds of storms we had never seen

this phenomenon before, even when the house
was struck, as it was on several occasions. We
therefore continued with our practice of
leaving all the windows open. But during the
same rainy season the same thing happened
again with the same startling effect. After that
we always kept the windows on one side of the
room closed and we never experienced the
phenomenon again.

J.D. GILLETT
London School of Hygiene and Tropical

Medicine, London WCI, UK
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LA BOULE DE L’ERDRE

Une enquéte de Joél MESNARD

Samedi 13 juillet, vers 13 h., « France-
Inter » diffusait une nouvelle selon la-
quelle «un ouvrier agricole de 20 ans,
Eugéne Beaugé, des Touches, pres de
Nantes, avait déclaré a la gendarmerie
que, circulant a bicyclette, il avait été
suivi sur cinq kilométres par une boule
lumineuse rouge et jaune. Cette boule,
d’'une quarantaine de centimetres de dia-
metre, évoluant a environ 40 metres d’al-
titude, avait été également observée par
un voisin tiré de son sommeil par Eu-
géne Beaugé ».

Le méme jour, deux quotidiens régio-
naux, « Presse-Océan>» et « L’Eclair», pu-
bliaient un article commun, plus détaillé
et comportant beaucoup moins d’inexac-
titudes.

Le lendemain matin, dimanche 14 juil-
let, Eugéne Beaugé se prétait avec la plus
grande gentillesse a une enquéte qui du-
ra de 9 h. & 13 h, poussant la courtoisie
jusqu’a m'emmener sur les lieux de 1'ob-
servation pour la reconstituer.

11 faut d’abord préciser la personnalité
du témoin: Eueéne Beaugé, qui demeure
chez ses parents exploitants de la ferme
« La Noé Rouge », au lieu-dit « Carcouet »,
comrune des Touches, est emplové par
les fréres Pentecouteau, qui exploitent

des champs vers le lieu-dit « La Hous-
sais » (commune des Touches). Il jouit
manifestement dans le pays de l'estime
générale. Tous ceux qui le connaissent
bien l'apprécient pour son sérieux, sa
gentillesse et sa sobriété. Ce jeune hom-
me de 20 ans, qui parait en avoir 25,
apparemment un peu timide, semble
d’'une grande honnéteté, et 1'hypothése
d’une falsification de sa part, outre le
“ait qu’il n’est pas le seul témoin, peut,
a priori, étre exclue, étant contraire a
toute vraisemblance psychologique.
Jeudi soir 11 juillet, Eugéne Beaugé
décida de travailler tard dans la nuit
pour achever de passer le rotavateur,
sorte de rouleau laboureur, dans un
champ destiné a recevoir aussitdét apres
des plants de betteraves fourragéres. A
23 h. 30, Eugéne Beaugé remontait la
piéce, c’est-a-dire conduisait son trac-
teur vers la sortie du champ. C’est alors
aqu’il vit, vers sa droite, une boule immo-
bile, non pas rouge, et jaune, mais «rou-
ge-jaune » nous dirons rose-orange, assez
terne d’aspect, en tout cas beaucoup
moins lumineuse qu’un feu de signali-
sation. Le témoin la compare, quant a
sa couleur et, a peu prés, quant a sa
taille apparente, au soleil -levant ou cou-
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chant, lorsqu'il est voilé par la brume
et que le regard le supporte sans aucune
peine. Eugéne Beaugé conteste maintenant
ses premieres estimations, d'ailleurs in-
certaines (40 cm. de diametre, 40 m. de
distance, 10 m. d’altitude, puis respecti-
vement 100 m. et 30 m.), car il voyait
I'objet sous un diamétre apparent supé-
rieur a celui de la Lune (32 minutes
d’arc ou ‘un demi-degré) et comparable
a celui d’une piéce de 1 franc tenue a
bout de bras.

Les parages sont déserts a cette heure.
La vue de cette boule inquiéte Eugeéne,
qui décide de terminer son rang et de
rentrer aussitot.

Jout
pd
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Carte des lieux par J. M.

Le voila donc conduisant le plus vite
qu'il peut sur la petite route sinueuse,
bordée de haies et de petits arbres, son
gros tracteur en direction de la ferme du
Houssais ou il doit le garer. Il sait que
la-bas une Renault 4L est & sa disposi-
tion, pourqu’il puisse rentrer dormir au
hameau «Le Meix>.

Hélas ! a peine a-t-il parcouru quel-
ques meétres que la boule se met en mou-
vement et a droite de la route, suit le
tracteur (dont les phares sont allumés).

Au bout de 200 ou 300 metres, Eugene
Beaugé oblique a droite et, dans la ma-
nceuvre de la boule, une particularité se
produit qui se répétera encore plusieurs
fois: celle-ci, qui précédait légérement
le témoin sur la droite, franchit la route
qu'Eugéne va prendre, a droite, avant
méme que ce dernier ait bifurqué, et se
retrouve, par conséquent a gauche du
tracteur. Chaque fois, ou presque, qu’'Eu-
géne tournera du cOté ou se trouve la
boule, celle-ci, ayant dépassé le virage,
changera de coté.

Aprés quelques centaines de métres
sur la petite route, dans le paysage val-
lonné et trés verdoyant, Eugéne arrive au

Houssais: 2 fermes et quelques batiments
annexes, principalement sur le co6té droit
de la route. La mystérieuse et inquiétante
boule s’immobilise de l'autre co6té de la
route, au-dessus de fils électriques. Eu-
géne va garer son tracteur derriére un
hangar, espérant échapper a l'indésirable
chose.

Mais dés qu’il revient pres de la route
pour emprunter la Renault 4L, décep-
tion: la boule est toujours la, elle sem-
ble l'attendre. Eugéne, qui a un instant
songé a réveiller les personnes qui dor-
ment au Houssais, y renonce et se dirige
seul vers Le Meix, la boule l’escortant
toujours. La petite route goudronnée fait
bientdt place, aprés un virage a gauche,
2 un chemin de terre assez caillouteux.
La boule se trouve maintenant & droite.

Comble d’infortune, Eugéne sent alors
qu'un pneu de la voiture est crevé, le
pneu avant droit. Il ne peut continuer a
rouler ainsi sur les cailloux. I1 gare la
voiture a gauche, perpendiculairement
au chemin, & l'entrée d’un champ. Sor-
tant avec précipiiation, tout en éteignant
les phares, il voit la boule, immobilisée
derriére la voiture au-dessus de la haie
qui borde la route a droite, s'éteindre
en quelques secondes, comme occultée
par un écran surgissant de la gauche.

Eugéne a peur, trés peur. Il regagne
en courant, vite, faut-il le dire ? le Hous-
sais. I a parcouru environ 500 métres
quand, aprés un petit bois, la boule re-
parait a droite.

Eugéne arrive en trombe au Houssais,
en compagnie — si I'on peut dire — de
la jolie boule, toujours couleur de soleil

(Cliché J. M)

Le témoin indique la position de la boule, quand
il l'apergut, et sa propre position
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(Dessin de J.M.)

Manceuvre de la boule
lors d’'un virage a droite du tracteur

voilé, qui s'immobilise a nouveau. Eu-
géne, renon¢ant pour la seconde fois a
réveiller les gens du Houssais, met en
route le tracteur, seul moyen pour lui
de rentrer au Meix autrement qu’'a pied.
I1 roule d’abord une vingtaine de metres
avec les phares éteints, puis les allume.

La route est longue jusqu'au Meix, la
campagne déserte, et la boule ne veut
décidément pas disparaitre. Elle sera tou-
jours désormais devant le tracteur et
plutét & droite en général.

Dans un virage, les feuillages bas des
arbres masquent un instant l'objet qui
reparait aussitét aprés.

Aprés avoir emprunté, sur une cin-
quantaine de meétres, la route qui relie
Langueurs a Nort-sur-Erdre, notre ami,
toujours accompagné du curieux globe,
traverse le hameau de Vault (ou Vaux),
désert a cette heure: il est environ mi-
nuit. Comme il franchit un pont, il croise
une DS qui ne ralentit pas. Peut-étre son
conducteur n’a-t-il rien remarqué?

A un autre moment, le témoin note un
éphémeére changement dans l'aspect de
la boule: pendant une, deux ou trois se-
condes, celle-ci présente, a mi-hauteur,
une tande horizontale sombre qui dispa-
rait austitét, aussi subitement qu’elle est
apparue.

Débouchant sur la route de Nort a
Joué, Eugéne tourne a gauche, en direc-
tion de Joué.

La route de Nort a Joué est plus im-
portante que la précédente: peut-étre un
autre automobiliste viendra-t-il partager
I’angoisse de notre ami? Non. Lorsqu'il
prend, a droite, le petite route qui mé-
ne au Meix, il est toujours seul avec la
boule qui, cette fois, n’a pas dépassé le
virage, et est donc encore a droite.

Quand le malheureux témoin arrive
enfin au Meix, il s'’empresse de réveiller
Albert Pentecouteau, chauffeur de ca-
mion et cousin des patrons d'Eugéne. Il
est minuit vingt. Albert, en chemise,
accepte de sortir et tous deux, pendant
une dizaine de minutes, observent le glo-
be, complétement immobile, au-dessus
d'un hangar, puis, sans attendre plus
longtemps, rentrent se coucher dans la
]g_rande piéce ou sont installés plusieurs
its.

Une nouvelle fois, Eugéne sort, seul: la
boule est toujours la, toujours silencieu-
se, toujours incompréhensible. 1l rentre
se coucher. Il est minuit et demie. Il
s'endort vite et, de méme qu’'Albert,
passe une bonne nuit, contrairement a
ce qui a été écrit. On ignore donc a
quelle heure et comment la boule a dis-
paru.

Ce sont les phtrons d’Eugéne qui, mis
au courant par lui, alertérent dés le ven-
dredi, non pas, comme on l’a dit, la gen-
darmerie, mais le secrétaire de mairie
des Touches.

Le dimanche matin, & sept heures et
demie, on apprend par la radio qu'un
autre récit est venu corroborer l'obser-
vation des Touches: deux restaurateurs
de La Chapelle-sur-Erdre ont vu, eux
aussi, la boule rose-orange.

On a appris depuis que plusieurs ob-
servations auraient été faites vers la meé-
me date et pres des mémes lieux. L'une
d’elles, due a un chauffeur de poids
lourd, qui avait téléphoné a I'O.R.T.F.,
mais dont le nom n’'a pas été malheu-
reusement retenu, concernait un objet de
grande taille pourvu de hublots.




Dans le compte rendu qu’on vient de
lire, Joél Mesnard, auquel® nous disons
toute notre gratitude, a fidélement rap-
porté, non seulement -les observations,
mais aussi les sentiments du témoin, dont
il n’avait aucune raison de mettre en
doute la sincérité, et il a refait avec plus
de détails, au cours de la réunion publi-
que du G.E.P.A., le 13 décembre 1968,
I'exposé de son enquéte en Loire-Atlan-
tique. ;

Aprés son exposé, un auditeur, M. Jean
Le Flour, professeur de mathématiques au
lycée Voltaire, a fait justement remar-
quer qu’il y avait pleine lune la veille
méme de I’observation et qu’il v avait eu
risque de méprise, si étonnante que puisse
étre cette méprise de la part d’un culti-
vateur de 20 ans.

Revenu chez lui, M. Le Flour a exa-
miné de prés les données astronomiques
du probléme et, en faisant les calculs né-
cessaires, il a pu établir qu’au cours de
la nuit de l'observation (nuit du 11 au 12
juillet), la Lune a dui, a Nort-sur-Erdre,
se lever au sud-est vers 22 h 45, passer
au méridien sud vers 3 h 05 et @ une hau-
teur d’environ 18" pour, finalement, se
coucher vers 7 h 40 du matin, le 12. Les
heures étant données ici en temps légal,
on voit que la Lune devait étre encore
au sud-est et basse sur I'horizon au dé-
but de l'observation. Qu’elle ait pu alors
paraitre énorme au témoin, c’est la une
illusion classique qui ne saurait surpren-
dre, et la couleur décrite est de celles
que peut prendre un astre & son lever.

Dans la lettre qu’il nous a écrite,
M. Le Flour poursuit :

« L’observateur se déplacait dans la di-
rection générale sud-est. 1l ne semble pas
cependant qu’il ait vu la lune!

« Aurait-il pu ne pas identifier la lune ?
Par temps brumeux, la lune peut trés bien
présenter un aspect blafard qui rend sa
teinte uniforme. Il se trouve que la plei-
ne lune de juillet est trés au sud et trés
basse sur I’horizon, c’est -la seule époque
de I’année ol on la voit dans cette direc-
tion, qui parait toujours anormale aux
esprits non prévenus.

¢ La confusion n’est donc pas impossi-
ble.

«Le témoin estime la boule distante
d’une quarantaine de métres, cette dis-
tance lui semble constante, le diameétre
apparent de I’objet ne varie jamais. Cela
est assez curieux pour deux mobiles, qui
devraient étre indépendants, dont Il'un
s'arréte, repart, tourne a droite, tourne
a gauche, fait demi-tour. Si l’objet est
extrémement ¢€loigné, l’observation de-
vient normale. De méme, si la direction
de cet objet est fixe (ou varie lentement),

le phénoméne observé concernant les tra-
versées de route trouve une explication
des plus naturelles...

«La maniére dont la boule s’éteint,
comme cachée par un écran qui se dé-
ploie devant, devient logique s’il s’agit
de la lune devant laquelle passe un nua-
ge. 1l en est de méme pour la barre ho-
rizontale qui traverse la boule : ce serait
simplement un nuage lenticulaire passant
devant la lune.

elLe second témoignage ne peut guére
étre pris en considération, car il provient
de quelqu’un & demi endormi... »

Notre conclusion sera celle méme de
notre correspondant, que nous remer-
cions trés vivement de sa précieuse col-
laboration :

«]Jl n’v a pas a conclure. Chacun peut
penser ce qu’il veut et interpréter les faits
comme il l'entend. Mais, en matiére
d’O.V.N.l., I'examen critique des obser-
vations se doit d’étre d’une riqueur ex-
tréme, si nous voulons espérer étre un
jour pris au sérieux par les scientifiques
qualifiés ».

A leur lever ou a leur coucher, le so-
leil et la lune peuvent, dans certaines
circonstances, présenter de bien singu-
liers aspects, et les témoins peuvent
commettre sur les distances des erreurs
stupéfiantes.

S’il ne s’agissait pas cette nuit-la de
quelque Fatima lunaire — non prophé-
tisé, ce qui change tout ! — nous serions
pour notre part enclin a croire @ une
compréhensible méprise d’Eugéne Beaugé.
La méme nuit, en effet, vers 23 h, M. Cer-
vin, restaurateur a la Chapelle-sur-Erdre,
et sa femme, faisant une promenade dans
cette localité, virent, au sud-est et a fai-
ble altitude, un disque rouge-orange, dé-
mesuré et flamboyant, qui < colorait de
pourpre les nuages se déplacant devant
lui » (« Presse-Océan » du 15.7.68). M. Cer-
vin, qui n’exclut pgs I’hypothése lunaire,
devait déclarer : « En tout cas, jamais, ni
ma femme ni moi n’avions contemplé de
spectacle aussi fascinant en soixante ans
d’existence ».

Or, la aussi, les indications d’azimut,
de distance et d’altitude apparente de
I’'objet s’accordent avec celles prévisibles
pour la lune ay moment de I’observation.

Références de presse :

¢« Fresse-Océan » et « L’Eclair» du 13.7.68 ;
« L’Eclair » du 14.7.68; «*Presse-Océan » du 15.7.68;
« La République du Centre » du 17.7.68.

Nos remerciements a :

MM. Jacky Algret, J.-L. Becquereau, Jean
Cerles, J. Le Derfl, et a8 'O.R.T.F.
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A bioneering group of scientists has used the technology of the 20th Century
to solve one of Earth’s age-old enigmas and possibly offer a solution to the

44 UFO REPORT

AvqusT 1978

bol 0077]

SQ!r.}/II.!\IG
i
SPOOK LIGHT MYSTE

By Peter Jordan and Rita Allen

b |

UFO phenomenon.

Fantastlc stories of ghostly
lights which frequently appear near
railroad tracks and, according to popu-
larimagination, are carried by the spirits
of long-deceased conductors have be-
come a permanent and tantalizing fea-
ture of American folklore. Commonlyre-
ferred to as ‘'spook lights,”™ the
phenomenon has captured theimagina-
tion of Fortean investigators around the
world.

According to recent estimates, there
exist more than 60 separate locations
throughout the United States alone
where this strange phenomenon oc-
curs. The "*Maco lights,” of North
Carolina, have, by far, received the
greatest attention of all, and are said to
have been first sighted during the 18th
Century. Others, though less familiar,
are equally well-documented, with
many of the contemporary sightings
having their roots in local Indian
legends, such as the Hornet Spook
Light, found in the southern midwest
region of the country. Here, as in count-
less other cases, the belief persists that
the lights are concrete proof of psychic
survival after death, and that the dis-
carnate personalities of dead railroad
conductors and ancient tribal leaders
are with us today.

Over the last five years, however,

many researchers have sought to strip
away the thick layers of myth and
superstition which surround the spook

light mystery, and have begun to
employ sophisticated scientific equip-
ment and methods in their research ef-
forts. One such research group, Ves-
tigia, has been concentrating its atten-
tion on strange lights observed in
northwestern New Jersey, in an area
known as Long Valley. Their investiga-
tion and findings, along with material
gathered from other researchers in the
field, have yielded some provocative
answers to the spook light phenome-
non.

The spook lights of Long Valley have
been actively reported since the turn of
the century. One particular section of
the High Bridge Railroad is the focus of
the activity, a stretch of railroad which is
now owned by ConRail. The spur was
originally built in the mid-19th Century,
and was, for a time, a bustling link be-
tween the iron-rich Long Valley area,
and the main line of the New Jersey
Central Railroad at Chester, N.J. The
High Bridge Railroad was built by mine
owners for the transfer of ore; the. line
later ‘carried both passengers and
freight until the 1930s. Today the line is
an infrequently used freight spur.

The legend of this local spook light is,
indeed, colorful, and conforms faithfully
to the mythic storyline found in many
similar cases. A brakeman of the High
Bridge Railroad is supposed to have
losthis hand in an accident caused by a
mechanical malfunction. Mentally unbal-




anced by the trauma of the accident, he
walked the tracks near the site of the
mishap with a lantern swinging from a
hook which replaced his lost hand. One
night, legend has it. that hapless figure,
while searching for his lost limb on the
tracks, was struck by an oncoming train.
and instantly killed.

It was believed that the lights appear-
ing over the High Bridge Railroad were

apsychic re-creation of that tragic night.
The “"Hookerman's™ lantern sways over
the tracks, then, suddenly, the light van-
ishes as he is once more felled by the
approaching locomotive.

The High Bridge iegend is aimost iden-
tical to others across the country, both
in reported phenomena and folklore. In

almost all cases, the hghts appear sud-
denly and at random, but seldom during
heavy rain. The light itself. often a dull
yellow. fiickers much like a lantern,
swinging from side to side ke a pen-
dulum. Generally, it appears sev-
eral inches to a few feet above the
ground. and seems to move toward
the observer in uncanny silence. in one
isolated incident, a young high schoo!
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student was said to have been severely
burned by this bizarre light, though this
report has yet to be confirmed. What is
confirmable, however, is that the
phenomenon is genuine, and has been
reported by hundreds of people since
the turn of the century.

At Long Valley, the researchers of
Vestigia undertook a preliminary study
of the spook lights in 1976, studying the
history of the area, the High Bridge Rail-
road, and any accidents that could be
linked to the Hookerman legend. It was
learned that Long Valley was rural farm-
land until 1850, when iron ore began to
be mined in the area. The High Bridge
Railroad was. at first, a short spur that
was used to transport ore from the
mines to the foundry, and was actively
used until 1885, when the mines began
to cut back on operations. Eventually
the railroad added several spurs. to the
original Chester branch that ran to Long
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Valley. It was this spur that became the
center of Vestigia's study. By 1899, the
railroad was renamed the Delaware,
Lackawanna, and Western Railroad,
and ran passenger operations until
1934. The line was still in use for freight
until 1960. Today there is little activity
on the spur, which is now part of the
Jersey Central Railroad owned by
ConRail.

The area is incredibly rich in folklore,
including several tragedies associated
with both mining and railroad opera-
tions. Many of these casualties are on
record, but nothing in the records paral-
lels the legend of the Hookerman, or
gives any hint as to his identity, if he did,
in fact, exist.

Representatives from Vestigia col-
‘ected background information from
local residents about the legend. includ-

ing severalaccounts that suggested the
Hookerman was hospitalized at a local
institution for the insane after his acci-
dent. Local hospital records and old rail-
road documents were carefully
examined. The researchers even vis-
ited the local mental hospitals in search
of the true identity of the Hookerman;
but nothing could be found to link the
legend of Long Valley to reality.

Even if the Hookerman was the pro-
duct of overactive local imaginations,
the spook lights of Long Valley certainly
were not. Researchers visited the area
several times and each time they were
able to see the Hookerman's infamous
“lantern.” Although the size, shape.




speed of movement, and color varied
from sighting to sighting, one thing
was certain—the phenomenon was au-
thentic and repeatedly observable. The
directors of Vestigia then began the ar-
duous task of amassing the technical
materials, test equipment, and person-
nel necessary to study the phenome-
non properly.

The firstgstudies of the lights were
scheduled for the fall of 1976 and the
hst of necessary equipment was exten-
sive. Included were cameras, Geiger
counters, methane gas sniffer devices,
oscilloscopes, a Vascar radar unit, re-

cording apparatus, thermometers,
walkie-talkies, and assorted auxiliary
equipment.

The team, led by Bill Wagner, was
working on the theory that, if the lights
could be seen. they should be recorda-
ble, photogenic, and measurable. To
that end. the team, 16 in all, amassed
their equipment, much of it at their own
expense. Next, the researchers
selected the location for the study—a
one-mile stretch of railroad track. a vir-
tual straightaway, intersected at its
midpoint by a dirt road and bordered by
two major roads.

While team members worked on col-
lecting their gear, other Vestigia inves-
tigators secured the necessary re-
leases. and received the cooperation of
all authorites involved. ConRail was
contacted. and permission was granted
to use its right of way for the tests. A
local resident whose house was in
close proximity to the railroad trachs
was contacted. and agreed to make
power avariable from hic home tc in¢
central post dunng the experiments

On the nightof Nov. 20, 1976. the first
Please turn to page 5¢




SPOOK LIGHTS

(Cbnﬁnued from page 47)

of the field experiments was jnitiated,
with three outposts set up. For the first
time in Long Valley, the Hookerman's
light was going to be photographed,
measured, and permanently recorded.
The team assembled on the night of the
initial test was composed of individuals
from all disciplines and backgrounds.
Within the group were experts in elec-
tronics, meteorology, physics, optics,
photography, chemistry, and mathema-
tics. What distinguished Vestigia’'s
study from any other was the quality
and amount of technical expertise and
equipment amassed for its study. A
total of 10,000 man-hours were spentin
the search, and the value of the equip-
ment totalled considerably over
$30,000.

What follows is a brief description of
the first night of study into the Long Val-
ley spook lights. The investigation con-
tinues in the area, and Vestigia is pres-
ently collaborating with other research
groups and universities in its probe.

On the night of the investigation,,
4,000 feet of ground antenna made
of silver-plated fine copper wire was laid
between the rails, and attached to an
amplifier and oscilloscope which would
detect variations in electrical frequency
and amplitude. Other cables were at-
tached directly to the rails to act as a
capacitance test; anything metallic be-
tween or over the rails would register
on a readout device in the equipment
van. The Geiger counter was posi-
tioned at the presumed “hot spot,”
and it, too, was wired into a readout in
the command post. Other devices in-
cluded a methane gas detector, and a
parabolic listening device.

At Post Two (level with the command

post), a group of observers on the track
manned the Vascar radar unit as well
as cameras which were loaded with in-
frared-sensitive film, and a motion pic-
ture camera containing ultra-fast film.
Post One and Post Three observers,
located a half-mile to the right and left,
respectively, were armed with cameras,
binoculars, and radio communicators.

At approximately 10 p.m., researchers
at the control van reported drastic fluc-
tuations on their instruments. Research-
ers at Post Three simultaneously ob-
served a small, distinct light that startled
them with its sudden and unanticipated
appearance. They described it as yel-
lowish, of low magnitude, and from five
to six inches in diameter. It hovered
over the tracks, about a foot above the
ground, and was positioned between
Post One and the control vans.
Cameras clicked, and recording de-
vices were quickly activated. One puzzl-
ing thing occurred, however. Although
Post Three was in visual contact with
the object, and Post Two was clearly
recording it electronically and had acti-
vated its cameras to photograph
the.phenomenon, observers at Post One

had no visual contact with the light.
The oscilloscope, and other elec-
tronic measuring devices, recorded
changes in the electromagnetic field of
the area in which the light appeared, as
well as discharges’ of electrical energy.
During the appearance of the light,
the oscilloscope recorded a dramatic
reaction for a period of one minute and
50 seconds. Amplitude varied from .5
volts to 2.5 volts, while a normal
background signal is only .4 volts at
60 cycles. During this time, the normal
60 cycles range swelled to well over
40,000 cycles. These readings obvi-
(Continued on page 58)




(Continued from page 56)

ously indicated that whatever the ob-
servers were seeing, whatever the
cameras were recording, was capable
of producing a dramatic change in the
electrical activity of the area.

Other equipment did not immediately
respond to the sighting; no radiation
was evident at the time of the incident.

- Although there were no noticeable reac-
tions in the rail capacitance tests, both

the test and the radiation indicators be-
came active after the sighting. One
thing was certain: for approximately one
minute and 50 seconds, the legend of
the Hookerman became objective real-
ity, and staged a performance for the
most sophisticated audience in its his-
tory.

As quickly as'the phenomenon ocgur-
red, it disappeared, and the team began
to run through the tests to find any pos-
sible explanation for the incident. The

" observers at Post One never obtained
visual contact with the object between
them and the command post, but all
tests, with the exception of the rail
capacitance test, verified that the
phenomenon had, indeed, physically
occurred.

Team leaders checked the apparatus
responsible for the rail capacitance test
and discovered why it had not re-
sponded at the time of the sighting. It
seems that one of the connections to
the track had been knocked loose,
perhaps by some of the onlookers ear-
lier in the evening.

At approximately 10:45 p.m., a full 10
minutes after the visual sightings of the
light had ceased, test equipment used
to record radiation began to show active
readings from the track area. The
Geiger counter recorded these read-
ings for about five seconds before re-
turning to its normal level. This occurred
again nearly four minutes later, and
persisted for seven seconds. There was

a third and final recurrence 15 minutes -

following the visual sighting, this time
lasting for over 10 seconds.

The team worked on past midnight,
hoping for a possible replay of the
phenomenon, but all was quiet. Finally,
by one a.m., the team leaders called it a
night, yet the most dramatic proof of the
evening would not be apparent until the
photographs of the light were de-
veloped.

Two independent cameras at Post
Two, near the control van, photo-
graphed an image, using two different
types of film. A total of six frames of
regular black and white, and seven
frames of infrared were taken. Each

frame reveals a definite image—a glow- -

ing ball of light. The black and white film
shows a pinpoint of light, while the in-
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frared shows a more detailed image.
The black and white film (Tri-X) which
was shot at 1/250th of a second, shows
only a light source, similar to that dis-
cerned by the observers’ naked eyes.
The infrared film was exposed at 10
seconds per frame, and provides far
more detail. This furnished us with im-
portant insight into the light range of the
object, the film images showing density
not discernable in normal black and
white photographs.

What, however, does all of this
prove? In what way do Vestigia's find-
ings contribute to an overall under-
standing of the spook light mystery.
Just how have they succeeded in deflat-
ing the widespread claims of bodily sur-
vival?

To answer these questions, it is
necessary to enter the realm of
geophysical science.

It is fairly common knowledge that
when certain types of quartz-bearing
rock are subjected to stress from within
the Earth, an electrical potential results.
This principle, referred to as the
piezoelectric effect, is applied to tele-
phone receivers as.well-as microphone
transmitters, in which pressure from
sound waves produce electrical re-
sponses in crystals. Physicists David
Finkelstein and J.R. Powell, of New
York, vigorously explored this
phenomenon in 1970, and concluded
that stress accumulated in rocks in a
fault zone over a period of years may
change in intensity very slowly just prior
to major earthquake activity. They
further hypothesized that such stress
may be capable of establishing an elec-
trical field whereby discharges of elec-
tricity would ionize the air in the area
into visible light.

Intrigued by tHis curious theory, Ves-
tigia investigators carefully examined
geodesic maps of New Jersey, and dis-
covered that a major fault, the Ramapo
Border Fault, runs through Peapack in
northern New Jersey and passes within
a mile of Indian Point, N.Y. It was also
learned that since 1962 no fewer than
33 earthquakes have occurred along
that fault, with a sizeable portion in
close proximity to the Long Valley area.
After exhaustive study and field investi-
gation, Bill Wagner and his associates
within Vestigia became convinced that
a definite correlation existed between
the appearance of the light and local
seismic activity. Through careful obser-
vation and documentation, they have
succeeded in establishing, beyond any
reasonable doubt, that the Long Valley
lights persistently and predictably pre-
cede reports of local earthquake activi-
ty, and are entirely dependent upon
natural, physical principles. Many, if not
all, of the mysteries associated with the

(Continued on page 70)
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(Continved from page 59)

Hookerman have been unraveled. For
instance, the railroad bed at Long Val-
ley is composed of granite, an ex-
tremely good conductor of electricity.
Wagner has noted that the phenome-
non is most prevalent in Long Valley ei-
ther before or after changes in weath-
er, and he cites barometric pressure
as a logical correlative factor. As for the
tendency of the light to recede as a
human agent approaches, Vestigia be-
lieves that it is foolish to automatically
ascribe intelligent behavior to the light
when a more sound and reasonable
explanation exists. It is likely, they
claim, that either the delicate field within
the area is disrupted by the body's own
electrical charge, or merely that the sta-
tic charge of the light itself seeks the

natural ground of the approaching.

human and harmlessly discharges to
the earth. But what about the radioactiv-
ity? Wagner and his co-workers sus-
pect that the abnormal radiation re-
corded during their investigations of the
light is associated with the presence of
radon, an inert, natural gas, which is
apparently bled off during earthquake
activity. .

The movement of the light across the
tracks, though a bit more difficult to exp-
lain, has been linked by scientists to
-subsurface stress forces within a
dynamic state of displacement. The
spook light, according to informed
speculation, is simply following the local
“fault lines, rift zones, and other rock

strata that locally dissipate the stress.
Dr. Michael A. Persinger, in his work,
Space-Time Transients and Unusual
"Events, argues that “since the locus of
"the subsurface sources exists in a
three-dimensional space, any move-
ment of this source would be reflected,
like a ‘transformation of axes,’ on the:
surface by the luminosity.” Persinger
maintains that the lights' apparent
movement, whether pendulum-like or
vertical, is dependent upon the source's
subsurtace position.

Wagner and his team members are in
full agreement with the findings of Per-
singer, and are currently refining their
research techniques at Long Valley.
They are confident that with additional
research and investigation, earthquake
prediction, based upon the observation
and scrutiny of these spook lights, may
evolve into a more precise and accurate
science.

Due to Vestigia's pioneering research
on the spook light mystery, major uni-
versities and governmental agencies
have begun to collaborate with the
group in its probe of this highly elusive,
but natural phenomenon. As for the
legend of the “Hookerman,” local resi-
dents appear to be accepting the con-
ventional explanations advanced by
Vestigia. It would seem as though the
colorful story centered around this
mythic figure has begun to lose much of
its original luster, and that superstitition,
at least for the community of Long Val-
ley, has been firmly replaced by truth. %
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STRANGE PIPE AND GHOST LIGHTS IN WEST VIRGINIA

One of
following

our

details of a rather
1930s in West Virginia.
chare it.

"My husband and a friend were walking in
a remote area of West Virginia, looking
for work. It was a bitterly cold
winter's night and, as they were looking
for a place to camp, they saw a black
pipe sticking out of the ground for a
height of about five feet. The top of
the pipe was bent over at right angles
and a flame issued from the end. They
camped in the warmth from this pipe and
survived the night. There were no mines
or other works for miles around. What
was this pipe?

"In the same area are the caves known as
Devil's Cavern. The local people will
not go near the area and say that several
peorle have vanished in the caverns over
the years. My husband visited the cavern
during a lunch break. Large rocks that
he threw into the cavern disappeared
without a sound, as if they had gone
straight down into a bottomless hole.

"The area where this took place is near
the Coal and Coke Railroad tracks in the
Buckhannon Valley, between Newland and
Helvetia, West Virginia."

Ghost Lights.

Following our

Mountain Lights

member
experience in West Virginia.

"Many years ago (possibly the late 1920s
- Ed.) my husband was working on the Mace
Lumber Company Railroad near Hacker
Valley, West Virginia. His foreman was
Pete Genenetti from Italy. On this
particular day they had picked up their
paychecks and decided to walk to
Sumersville, about three days walk from
Hacker Valley. They started up Wolf Hill
and eventually came to Brown's Mountain.
(Note: Not the Brown Mountain in North
Carolina.) They were walking along an
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readers has sent us the
unusual
experience which took place in the late
We are pleased to

publication of the fine
article by Michael Frizzell on the Brown
(INFO Journal No. 43), we
received the following letter from the same
regarding an unusual ghost light

old dirt road as darkness fell.

"They walked in the darkness for awhile
and suddenly noticed a flash of light in

the sky. Pete said that a storm wias
coming. When they reached another turn
in the road, they saw three or four

lights hovering just above
one side of the road. One
looked like an oil lantern,
Another was bright, like a gas flame.
Another was blueish. They passed by two
of these lights. Pete looked at the next
one ahead and stopped in his tracks. He
crossed himself and exclaimed "Mama
Mia!", swore that the Devil was around,
turned tail, and ran back down the
mountain the way they had come.

the ground to
of the lights
smoky yellow.

"My husband went on past the other two
lights. Just as he passed them he heard
voices jabbering, but  could not
understand what they were saying. He
heard these voices all the way to the top
of the mountain, a walk of about an hour.
There were lights floating in the air all
this time. When he reached the top,
about fifty feet from where he stood one
light fell to the ground and exploded.
Just before it exploded, it made a clear
huming sound as it passed through the
air. When this 1light exploded, the
others disappeared. It couldn't have
been swamp gas, as there are no swarps on
that mountaint!”
]

Comments: Both the Devils Cavern and
Browns Mountain sound like excellent places
for some Fortean investigation. Neither
have been recorded previously to our
knowledge. It is easy to suggest that the
strange pipe was a vent pipe for an
abandoned coal mine, or that it was burning
gas leaking from a control valve on a high
pressure gas line. But it could be
something really unusual.

And this is the first time that we have
heard of Jjabbering voices and huming
sounds being associated with ghost lights.

Mrs. Howard, who sent us the above notes,
has published a small book dealing with
these and other strange experiences. For a
copy, send $5 to Mrs. Howard at Box 134,
Station S, Toronto, Canada M5M 3YO.
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